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‘The French mail of 20h January, arrived 
if Loudon.ow the 24h uit. 
BIRTHS. 

At Newchwang, on the 30th January, 
the wife of Epwasp Steves, s ‘@son. 

t Hope Cottage, ja Anchorage, on 
the 24th instants Mra, [ARIE Roupes of a 
son, 

At Shanghai, on the 24th instant, the wife 
of Gzo. R. Lorne, Southern Methodist Mis- 
sion, of a son. 

At Shanghai, on the 27th instant, the wife 

D. Winter, of a son. 

\¢ 63 Broadway, on the Ist March, the wife 
of H, Soxne, of a daughter, 
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Since we last wrote on the subject of 
the Yellow River, our knowledge of 
its present condition has been notably 
augmented by sundry letters from Mr. 
Paton, who writes from recent personal 
observation, and from Dr. A. William- 
son. ‘Ihe letter from Mr. Paton which 
was published in these columns on 
the 17th of February gives the re- 
sults of his recent journey through 
the flooded districts. ‘The burden of 
Mr. Paton’s advice is, to let the river 
remain in the bed it has last chosen for 
itll He says; the great, surprise 
to me is, why has the Yellow River not 
come its present course before this time. 
Its late route was run under difficulties, 
which no river but a China river would 
do, being like the people, somewhat 
contrary.” And he goes on to urge the 
great point that if the authorities would 
turn their whole attention and energies 
to making the present course the per- 
manent one, by digging it out and 
embanking it with the stuff dug ont, 
the result would be a navigable river 
from Chinkiang to Shansi. He grows 
enthusiastic over the prospect, and the 
ease with which it could be achieved : 
so much, that he sometimes thinks that 
the inundation “of this year is the 
greatest blessing which China has had 
for along time.” He declares that if 
the authorities persist in trying to put 
the river back into its Shantung bed, 
they will make it “run ‘up a hill ’—too 
much even for a Chinese nver.” In his 
second letter, which was published in our 
columns a week later, Mr. Paton went 
into fuller details, but stuck firmly to 
his belief that “the river reaches the 
sea by the Yangtse in the most satis- 
factory manner through the lakes, and 
the numerous canals north of Yang- 
At the same time be owns that 
the present channel “is not sufficiently 
wide to give room for the flood,” and 
must be deepened and embanked, and 
though he agrees with Mr. Morrison 
that “the best advice any one can give, 
is to proceed with investigation as fast 
as possible, and accept no scheme till a 
complete examination of the country 
has been made,” he holds that “the 
most cursory survey is enough to con- 
vince any one as to what course the river 
should or should not take.” The fact that 
there is at present a navigable channel, 
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Sufficient for vessels drawing five feet or 
water, has filled Dr. Williamson with 
enthusiasm, and he indulges in magni- 
ficent visions of the future, Hitherto 
the Yellow River, although there has 
been internal navigation on it by:junks, 
has been useless as an artery of com- 
merce, owing to the shallowness of its 
mouth or mouths in the Gulf of Pechil 
what ought to be one of the great water 
ways of the Empire, vying almost. with 
the Yangtze in the conveniences it should 
offer to trade, and providing a means of 
obviating to a great extent the famines 
which rage at intervals in the north and 
north-west provinces, has been thrown 
away altogether ; but Dr. Williamson 
sees glorions possibilities in the present 
course of the river. He too has turned 
to that mine ot neglected knowledge of 
China, Baron Richthofen ; he finds that 
Richthofen describes Honan Fu as “ the 
gate to the North-western provinces 
and Central Asia from the East.” By 
the river as it now flows Honan Fa 
could be reached by steamers from 
Shanghai. From Honan Fu the China 
branch of the great trans Asiatic railway 
of the future is to start to the oasis of 
Hami or Khamil, in what was once 
known as the great Mongolian desert. 
The great railway from Europe to China 
is not to come through India and Burma, 
according to our correspondent but is 
to come through Central Asia, north of 
the Kuen-lun mountains and the Hima- 
layas. _Hami will be its terminus, and 
from Hami to Honan Fu, “ Providence 
has not only indicated the route by the 
configuration of the country, but also 
has provided for its necessities.” Not 
ouly will it pass through a fertile soil 
and population, but, according to Rich- 
thofen, “ the coal formation extends with 
few interruptions from Eastern Shansi 
to Ili through thirty degrees of longi- 
tude.” Honan Fu is not only the gate 
to this railway, it is in the direct route 
from Peking to Canton ; and when we 
realise all its advantages, we cannot 
wonder that our correspondent is enthu- 
siastic in urging the desirability of main- 
taining for the Yellow River a course 
which puts Honan Fu-in possible steam 
communication by water with Shanghai. 

We may possibly not be entirely of 
our Correspondent’s mind in “having 
perfect faith in the ability of the Chin- 
ese Government,” though we thoroughly 
believe that they are acting to the best 
of their knowledge in the means they 
are taking to control the river and pre- 
vent future inundations ; and we there- 














fore dq not doubt that they haye 
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reasons that seem to them good for 
endeavouring to reconduet the river to 
its Shantung bed. Mr. Paton is con- 
vineed that this is equivalent to an 
endeavour to make it run up hill; but 
none of us can know this for certainty 
until a proper survey has been made. 
For some four thousand years the river 
jas alternated between a northerly and 
a sotith-easterly course after it leaves its 
actual bed, which terminates about 
where it enters Honan, From there it 
has gone sometimes to the south-east, 
in its present course ; sometimes to the 
eastward, in what is marked as the 
“old bed”. in our maps; sometimes 
st, in the bed in which the 
authorities are now tryiig to replace 
it; and sometimes almost to the west 
of north, with a mouth near that of 
the Peiho, It has no doubt been a 
consideration with the authorities, in 
which course it could be controlled 
with the least expense. It has run in 
the Shantung bed, without causing any 
serious inundation, for the last twenty 
years, and it is therefore probable that 
that bed is the best embanked of the 
three probable courses. ‘The present 
course is hardly embanked at all, accord- 
ing to Mr. Paton ; when the river broke 
into it last autumn it flooded nearly ten 
thousand square miles of country; a 
great part of this flood rapidly drained 
away ; but it must not be forgotten that 
this work was assisted by the abnormal 
drought of last autumn ; had the usual 
amount of rain fallen in the three 
months which followed the irruption of 
the water, it is probable that the ten 
thousand square miles would have re- 
mained flooded, and it is quite possible 
that the Grand Canal itself would have 
been destroyed by the flood. The Chinese 
have no doubt taken this into considera- 
tion in the course they are following : 
under ordinary cireumstances they can 
control the river in its Shantung bed, 
and if they sweceed in mending the 
recent breach, they may save the coun- 
try from a flood for another twenty 
years; but the amount of time and labour 
required to control- by the necessary 
embankments the present course, would 
probably be enormous, We do not 
presume to say that the present course 
3s not the best one. We take Mr. 
Paton’s confession that this caunot be 
known watil a proper survey has been 
made ; we take Dr. Williamson’s con- 
fession that “ the officials at present in 
cliarge will, in the long run, fully vin- 
dicate the traditions of their country 
for administrative power” ; we sympa- 
thise with the same writer's enthusiasm 
for the brilliant prospect opened by the 
present existence of a navigable water- 
way from Shanghai to the borders of 
Shansi ; and we still feel that itis impos- 
sible for any one to say whether the Chi- 
nese are right in their present endeavours 
to replace the river in its northern course, 
and that it is fair to assume that they 
are acting on the best information they 
can obtain, short of a scientific survey. 
Jt must be remembered that their de- 
termination is not a hurried one, only 
arrived at since the recent breach in 











the river’s banks. For months before 
that breach occurred consultations and 


discussions had been going on between | R™ 


the Viceroys concemed and Peking, 
and were recorded in the Peking 
Gazette ; and the conclusion arrived at 
was that the Shantung bed was the only 
practicable one. 


Summary of Hews. 


‘The English mail of 20th January arrived 
hore on the 27th inst., by the P. & 0. Co,’s 
str. Ganges. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the M.M. Co.'s str. Saghalien. 


LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[py EASTERN EXTENSION A. AND C. TEL, CO.) 
(THROUGH REUTER’S AGENCY.) 


PRINCE FERDINAND. 
London, 23rd February. 
The Great Powers desire further 
explanations from Russia before declar- 
ing against Prince Ferdinand. 
RUSSIA eae MASSING 











‘The Russians continue the massing 
of troops on the Austro-Hungarian 
frontier. 

FRANCE MASSING TROOPS, 

French troops are massing on the 
Italian frontier. 

THE BULGARIANS FAITHFUL TO 
PRINCE FERDINAND. 
London, 26th February. 

The Sofia Government declares that 
it will maintain Prince Ferdinand at 
all risks. 

PRINCE FERDINAND’S POSITION 

BECOMING CRITICAL, 
London, 27th February. 

M. Nelidoff, the Russian Ambassador 
at Constantinople, has formally invited 
the Porte to declare Prince Ferdinand’s 
election to the Bulgarian throne an 
illegality, which M. de Radovitz and the 
Comte de Montebello (the German and 
French Ambassadors) have supported. 
THE CROWN PRINCE'S cORDITION 

HOPELESS. 
London, 28th Feb. 

The Queen has been informed by 
tel that all hope of the recovery 
of the Crown Prince of Germany is 
abandoned. 
THE KING OF ABYSSINIA AND THE 

TLALIANS. 
London, 29th February. 

‘The King of Abyssinia has summoned 
all his subjects to extirpate the Italians, 
and fighting is expected to take place 
shortly. 

THE FRANCO-ITALIAN TREATY OF 
COMMERCE NEGOTIATIONS 
BROKEN OFF. 

‘The negotiations between France and 
Italy for a Treaty of Commerce are 
finally broken off, owing to differences 
regarding tariff. 

fe gS 

In the extracts from the Peking Gazette 
which we publish this week, there is 
one memorial which contains two or three 
points, which are worth notice, now that 
the distribution of relief by the government 
is going on on a large scale in the flooded 
districts of the Yellow River. In the case 
of a similar distribution in the district of 
Nan-p‘i three years ago, the distributors re- 
tained for themselves the shares of 
who eould not be found, or who refused to 
accept relief ; and assimilar cases may now 
occur, it is interesting to read this history, 





An inhabitant of the district lodged a com- 
plaint against the offenders, and they were 

mished ; but apparently they had made 
it all right with the trate, and the 
punishment was so light, that the aggrieved 
complainant, after appealing in vain to the 
higher authorities, went to Peking, and 
took the bold step of arresting the Em- 
peror’s chair, and appealing to him in per- 
son for relief. The Viceroy Li appears to 
have been ordered to look into the case 
himself, and he discovered that there was 
no law bearing directly on it, But here 
the Chinese devotion to precedents comes 
in; the Viceroy found that a similar caso 
once occurred in Anhui, and was treated 
as an embezzlement of government stores, 
The culprits, who have refunded the value 
of the rice Which they embezzled, aro ac- 
cordingly sentenced to four years’ banish. 
ment, and a flogging of one hundred 
blows ; and it is to hoped that the 
news of this just severity will deter 
similar ulators in Honan, So far 
the aggrieved complainant met with com- 
plete success, but he must have been 
rather chagrined to find that though ho 





ained his plea, he had to be punished 
imself for daring to arrest the Einperor’s 
chair; and the penalty for this is algo one 


hundred blows, and transportation to a 
near frontier, No doubt this is the formal 
punishment for such an audacious act, even. 
when the person who commits it turns out to 
have hada genuine grievance; but it would 
appear to be recognised that it isa hard- 
ship, and the Viceroy goes on to say that, 
if the complainant's assertion that he is the 
only son of an aged mother is true, the 
punishment will be mitigated ; so’ that 
‘substantial justice is done after all. But we 
remark one omission still: nothing is said 
as to the magistrate, and the higher autho- 
rities, who let the original culprits off so 
lightly. Perhaps, as the memorial of the 
iceroy is referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments, it is left for them to determine the 
Proper treatment of these intermediate 
wrong-doors. Our readers also will find a 
curious instance of Chinese cumulative 
Bunishments, in the Peking Gazette of 25th 
january. After these have been duly set 
forth, the Governor gravely says they 
are not applicable to the offending woman, 
who gets a different punishment, 
Mr. Muirhead to acknowledge the 
Siowing subscriptions for the Yellow River 
‘un 


Dr. Kerr—Canton 
Rev. C. Leaman... 
Mrs. Mann and frienc 


The Medical Missionary Society in China 
held ita annual meeting at Canton on the 
21st ult., Dr. J. G. Kerr, senior vices 
President, being in the chair. The account~ 
for the year shewed total receipts, exclud- 
ing balance of $1,514.05 brought forward 
amounting to $4,050,46, of which $1,119 
were contributed’ by Chinese officials and 
others, and $1,889.46 comprised entrance 
fees, room rent, medicines and books sold, 
and interest. The total disbursements 
amounted to $3,475, excluding a balance 





















hospital and dispensaries was : Outpatients, 
39,143 ; Inpatients, 3,196; surgical opore 
tions, 3,085; and the medical class in- 
structed’ contained 14 members, of whom 
4 were females. A suggestion’ was mado 
that the semi-center of the Society 
should be marked by the establishment of 
an insane asylum, apparently for Chinese ; 
which seoms to us almost too vast an under: 
taking. ‘Most appreciative resolutions in 
reference to the death of the late Mr, 
Gideon Nye, for many years the patron and 
adviser of the Society, were unanimo 
carried; and it was decided te send greetings 
to the Hon. Poter Parker, tho President 
tod one. of tho founders of the Society, 
now resident at Washington ; and after 
the aovounts having been ruses ee 
¢ accounts having been panel we ta 
audit,—the meeting adjourned. 
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Some days ago a quarrel occurred between 
two beggar boys living in boats in a creek. 
close to Messrs, Russsell & Co.'s Filature, 
Hoge’s village, and one struck the other 
abl The injured boy went back to his 
oat, and died on the 28th ult. ‘The Ma- 
gistrate held an inquest yesterday and found 
that the boy had not died from the effects 
of a blow, but from sickness, This how- 
ever, is not the whole of the story. The 
father of the boy whg died wanted a life 





for a life. Before the District Magistrate 
held the inquest, the mother of the boy 
who had: struck’ the blow got frightened 


and took one of her own children, # girl | 


about three years old and drowned her. 
She then put the bod 
owned by the father of the dead boy and said 
that the occupants had killed it, “This she 
id to intimidate them. When our reporter 
ed the locality yesterday afternoon, the 
coffin of the boy was still on the boat, but the 
body of the girl had been removed. 
boats of the two families were side by side. 
At the inquest, the uncle of the giel does 
not appear to have accused the other, but 
simply stated that one of his children was 
dead too, 





‘The entertainments given by the members 
of the Customs Club have through th com- 
pleteness which characterises them, come 
To°éeouny a prominent place. amongst the 
recognised festivities of tho season. The 
tastefully decorated ball-room, the 
floor, the excellent music, and ‘the bound- 
Jess hospitality of the h make their 
Saturday dances thoroughly enjoyable in 
every respect. The dance last Saturday 
night was a complete success and a large 
number of guests responded to the Com- 
mittee's invitation, ‘The programme was 
‘a long one, but ‘there was no lack of 
partners, and the dancing was kept up with 
much spirit, 

We are sorry to lea that nt least one 
death has occurred in connection with the 
logs of the Steatow for, according to » 
telegram received here on Saturday, the 
Chief Engineer, Mr, Bruce, was buried on 
that day. 

‘The letter from the Seoul Correspondent 
of the China Mail, the greater part of 
which we give this week, should be read 
in the light of the communication we pub- 
lished last week, headed ‘‘Corean Muddles.”” 
It would have been an advantage’ to the 
general reader had the Correspondent ex- 

lained what he meant by Liberals and 
Dnioniste. ‘The former term we can partly 
understand, though we doubt its applicabi- 
lity in the English sense of the word to 
any faction in Corea, but with what other 
Kingdom—China, Japan or Russia—do the 
Unionists wish be unite? 

On Tuesday, in H.B.M.’s Police Court, 

‘T. Hore, Usher of the Court, was brought up 

remand on the charge of committing a 

on a Chinese bat |, and further evidence 
taken, the result being that he was fully 
committed to take his trial on the charge 
named. 

A case was tried at the Mixed Court on 
Thursday in which a native was accused of 
stealing locks. The individual in question 
went to the house boy at a house in Quin- 
san Road, and said that he was a locksmith 
and that he had orders from the master of 
the house to take away the broken locks 
and get them repaired. The boy paliering 
the story, allowed the man to unscrew an 
take away three locks. A native detective, 
however, met the individual, who not being 
able to give a satisfactory account of him- 
self, was taken to the Station. At the 
‘Mixed Court. he was sentenced to two 
weeks’ imprisonment. The moral of this 
is that. householders should caution their 
servants about being deceived by natives 
of the stamp of the lock thief. 

‘The new boiler of the Funyshun has been 
“placed in position, and sume machinery 
n for her quadruple expansion en- 
gines has arrived by the Diomed.. Part of 

er old engines will be utilised in the new 


























on board the boat | 


e | 8a 


combination, and when the Fungshun is 
finished, she will have all the most recent 
improvements in her engine department. 
Alexander Yeats was towed down 
from Tungkadoo yesterday afternoon on 
the flood tide, being in charge of the Rocket. 
When in the chor chow water and abreast 
of the Tapencee Consulate, the ship took a 
sheer and would not answer her helm, 30 
that she overran the tug, which heeled over. 
In consequence of this, the tow rope had 
| to be slipped, and the vessel's anchor let 
| go. The vessel, however, dragged her 
| anchor, which did not bring her up till she 
was close to the stern of the Taku, After 
this the anchor was hore up, and the 
Alexander Yeats proceeded down river. 

In reference to the rejection by the 
Chamber of Deputies by 6 votes—Reuter 
told us that it was carried by 8 votes—of 
the credit for French Indo-China, the 
Courrier @Haiphong of the 16th instant 











y" 
“At the moment when every-one. in 


Indo-China had regained courage, and 
trusted that they had escaped, once for all, 
from the regions of doubts and discussions, 


the vote of Parliament will produce a pro- 
found emotion. 

«Nevertheless we believe that we do not 
deceive ourselves, in attributing to a mere 
parliamentary manoeuvre this unexpected 
voto, which lias caused a disagreeable sur- 
prise, but which necd not imply any idea 
of the abandonment of the French policy 
in the Far East, 

“The question has to come before the 
Senate, which will re-insert the credit and 
on the second reading the Chamber will 
vote the budget, 

“‘It is the moment for all to rally round 
the Governor-General of Indo-China, ai 
to accord him more fully than ever the 
assistance of their complete devotion.” 

Admiral Sir Nowell Salmon, K.C.B., 
arrived at Singapore by the Ganges on the 
16th ultimo, and hoisted his flag there on 
the Alaerity, pending Admiral Hamilton's 
arrival, when the command of the station 
was to be transferred. 

We are glad to learn from the Daily Press 
that in a short time the Peak Tramway in 
Hongkong will be an acconiplished fact. 
‘The gripping gear has been tested, and 
found to work most successfully, but it i: 
to be farther improved, though even with 
the present arrangement the grip will be 
more safe and certain when the car is 
loaded, than when empty as it was when 

















| the trial was made. 


‘According to the Paris Correspondent of 
the Courrier a'Haiphong, the opposition 
hat was preparing agninst the present 
French Ministry, would result most satis- 
factorily in a dissolution of the Chamber. 
The advantage of this would be that the 
new legislature would be settled in 1888, 
and that the Exhibition year, 1889, would 
be freed from the troubles and the paltry 
prejudices which always accompany the 
struggle of a general election. 

‘A case has just been tried in Yokohama, 
before Mr. Greathouse, U.S. Consul-General 
and assessors, in which Holme, Ringer & 
Co. sued Captain Jacobs of the Am. ship 
Grandee, for damages for refusing to carry 
out a charter to take a cargo of coals from 
Nagasaki to Manila. ‘Terms were arranged 
and accepted by wire, but no charter party 
had been signed, when the captain with- 
drew. ‘The Court held that a contract had 
been made and broken, and gave the plain- 
tiffs damages to the extent of the commis. 
sion they would have earned on the charter, 
$72, and costs, 

The Japan Gazette makes the following 
extract from the Nichi Nichi Shimbun :— 








Me, ‘aizo Takasu, residing in S 

Tokio, to establish a large firm at Ichome, 
in Sanji-ken-bori, to be styled Takasu Sho- 
kai, with the view of importing rails, can- 
non, guns, iron and machinery. A branch 
will be established in Osaka, We hear that 
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| the freight to be paid for sample goods’ 


t | alone is estimated to reach 15,000 yen. 


‘The Courrier d’Haiphong gives an amu 
ing account of the magnificence of a certaii 
| Resident—the place is suppressed—who, 

it says, seems to have come to Tongking in 
| order to makeFrance ridiculousintheeyesot 
the natives. If he goes out on business in 
the next canton, a procession ia organised 
which begins with two men carrying a gong, 
and a third beating ‘it ; then mandarin 
soldiers, making a way through the crowd ; 
then his excellency's escort in red uniforms ; 
| then the mandarins of the province, ‘Mung- 
| doe, Quan-an, Quan-bo, De-doc, Huyen, 
j ete., each in his chair with his traditional 
| umbrella ; then a double line of a hundred 
militiamen, under arms, and between the 
ranks the Resident himself in his chair, 
with four umbrellas, the emblems of his 
power ; and last of all, borne by militiamen, 
on a ‘brightly-coloured ushion, under 
canopy, the Resident's embroidered cap ! 
‘Tho Courrier says that it knows one Resi- 
dent, who pacified in a few weeks the most 
Aisturbed province in Tongking, and who 
never found it necessary to be escorted by 
umbrellas, nor to offer to the adoration of 
the Annamites his beautiful embroidered 











cap. 

Kecording to the Daily Press, a cor- 
respondent of the Arehires Israelites, who 
is much distressed at the neglected condi- 
tion of the Jews in China, recommends the 
despatch of agents to China, to instruct 
their Chinese brethren, and suggests **that 
acommencement should be made by the 
establishment of schools at a village in the 
interior of Shanghai (sic) where there are 
numerous Jewish residents.” It is probable 
that the correspondent meant Shantung. 

The following telegram, which we find in 
the Courrier d’Haipkoug, explains the dis- 
crepancy between Reuter’s and the Havas 
Agency, as to the Indo-China credit :— 

Hanoi, 16th December. 

France: M, Tirard having consented to 
a reduction of 200,000 francs (£8,000), the 
Chamber of Deputies has adopted, by 264 
votes against 256, the credit for Indo-China, 

And the correspondent at Hanoi tele- 
graphs to the Courrier on the 17th :-— 

“ Before the telegram arrived announcing 
that the vote of credit was diminished by 
200,000 francs, the impression of discourage- 
ment was already dissipated by the Gov- 
ernor-General (M. Constans), who had 
said, when receiving the three leading mer- 
chants :—‘Do not be alarmed, I shall re- 
main at my post and we will finish together 
the work that has been begun. 

The Schedule, drawn up by the Metro- 
politan Board of Works, of the contributions 
to be paid by the Fire Insurance Companies 
in London to the expense of maintaining 
the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, based on the 
business done in 1886, gives a clear state- 
ment of the amount of the operations of 
the Companies. The contribution is at the 
rate of y{yaths of a penny per £100 of busi- 
ness done. The largest contributor is the 
Sun, which has to pay £2,746.16.4 on 
£78,480,290. Next comes the Phenix, 
whose business amounts to £68,338,457 ; 
then the Law, with £51,313,289 and the 
County, with £51,163,747. Fiveotherottices, 
the Liverpool and London and Globe, 
the North British and Mercantile, the 
| Royal, the Ruyal Exchange, and the West- 
minster, pay over £1,000 each, their totals 
varying from £38 millions odd to £28 mil- 
| lions ‘The smallest contributor is the 

Essex and Suffolk, which pays six shillings 
on £8,860; and. there are, including the 
Essex and Suffolk, four offices which pay 
| less than £1; six which pay more than £1 
\and less than £10; thirteen which pay 
| more than £10 and less than £100; fifteen 
| which pay more than £100 and Jess than 
£500; and ten which pay more than £500 
and less than £1,000. .e total number of 
offices in London is fifty-seven, and their in- 
surances in 1886 amounted to £741,099,316, 
1 the total contribution being £25,938.9.4. 
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Miscellaneous Artigles. 


LI HUNG-CHANG ON 
ARBORICULTURE. 
HE. La Huna-cuae has issued a Pro- 
clamation enjoining the planting of 
trees in Chihli, a translation of which 
appears in our northern contemporary. 
It is sensible document, one that was 
much required and which we hope will 
bear good fruit. The cultivation of 
trees by approved methods, is enjoined 


» on the people with the view of securing | 


benefits to the people and the country. 
In Chibi the soil of the alluvial plains 
is soft and fertile and this fertility 
extends to a great depth, arboriculture 
is, therefore, rendered very easy and 
advantageous, But except fruit trees, 
such as the chestnut, the pear, the 

ach, the apple and the apricot, other 

inds of trees. are rarely seen, as the 
mulberry, the ching tree, from’ which a 
species of paper is made and which is 
also used for medicinal purposes. From 
the denudation of trees, vast tracts of 
fertile plains are left barren, and in 
looking for the cause of this Li finds 
it in the high winds that prevail in 
these northern parts which shake newly 
planted trees, unless they are planted 
to agreat depth so as to enable them 
to withstand the wind. Most of the 
peasants do not understand the loose 
nature of the soil and consequent- 
Wy do not plant their trees to a sufficient 
lepth, or they select unsuitable ground. 
‘The results are often discouraging to the 

asuntry, who therefore give up the 
industry altogether and allow the rich 
alluvial land to lie unused. In late 
years the Viceroy has given orders for 
the planting of willow trees along the 
banks of the rivers and streams in Chili, 
as a prudential measure for strength- 
ening and ‘protecting the embank- 
ments. ‘The authorities of the different 
Prefectures in Chihli are therefore 
directed to tell the people that they must 
rocure the necessary seed trees and 
inform the inhabitants of their respective 
jurisdictions of the “ Eight directions of 
tree plantation” and the “len benefits 
to be derived from the same,” wliich ac- 
company the proclamation. "Having in- 
formed themselves of these, the people 
may proceed with tree cultivation, at 
first experimentally, ‘The officials are 
enjoined to encourage the industry, and 
no official agents should be sent, as 
they, on pretence of inspecting, and 
reporting the progress of tree cultiva- 
tion, really disturb and oppress the 








people. 
he first of the Eight Directions deals 
with the loose nature of the soil near 
the surface, which allows cold to pene- 
trate to a considerable depth to the 
injury of roots, and to fortify these 
against injury from cold a fertiliser 
should be used when the trees are 
planted, and this fertiliser should be 
Prepared by burning a mixture of dung 
with grass and then adding to it a pro- 
portionate quantity of earth. The second 


direction is that a small cumulus of 
earth, six or seven inches high, should 
| be placed round the trees; the third 
| says that in places which are 
to high winds the trees should be 
planted at least 3} feet deep. In the 
other Directions the use of fertilisers. 
is recommended, also the preparation 
of a trough round each tree, to 
be filled with water, in order to 
keep the soil moist into which the 
of seed-dropping trees will fall. 
Planting, grafting, transplanting, and 
growing trees from seeds form the sub- 
stance of the remaining Directions, 
Whether or not the Eight Directions are 
accordizg to the best authorities on | 
the snbject they have a very practical 
look, and will probably be better under- 
standed of thevulgar than moreelaborate 
instructions would be. The afforestation 
of large parts of China is so absolutely 
necessary that it would be well for the 
Government to place it in the hands of 
a special Board who would be assisted 
by foreign experts. ‘There was an 
ominous warning in that speculation of 
the author of Through the Yangtse 
Gorges, whether the sands of central 
Asia were to be allowed to encroach 
upon and ultimately obliterate Szechuen. 
‘The Ten Benefits which will be derived 
from tree planting, are that trees grow- 
ing by river banks will strengthen them, 
that by tree planting on mountains a 
large timber industry will spring up ; 
that trees growingaboutfarms will absorb 
the ‘siperfiaons moisture and preserve a 
just equilibrium “in wind and fluid 
influences.” Where there is abundance 
of trees rain will be plentiful and 
no droughts will occur in spring or 
summer, it will also ward off epidemics, 
and in crowded places will absorb car- 
bonic acid and other noxious gases ; and 
travellers and families will find shade 
and rest under the branches. Forests 
in the West have from time immemorial 
given shelter to highwaymen and 
robbers, while these gentry infested 
our countries, but, perhaps by the rule 
of contrary which prevails in China, trees 
and forests in Chihli are “to obstruct 
the free operations of highwaymen and 
banditti.” The forests will absorb a 
great part of the snow in mountains on 
remote borders, provide fuel for the poor, 
and two trees are specified, in Chinese, 
on the leaves of which and those of 
the quercus Mongolica silk worms can 
be fed. The great service which the 
Afforestation Department has done for 
India is known and the Chinese have 
in it a model on which to frame their 
operations. In England tree planti 
has been carefully watched and carri 
on since at least the sixteenth century, 
and it was in England that nurseries 
for forest trees were first established. 
England required timber, especially oak 
for her fleet and merchant navy, and grew 
it. Butitis a curious thing, that though 
no two systems could be more diverse 
than the high farming in England and 








the farming in patches and fields in 
China they have both led to or con- 
duced to the same result, Both have 





stripped the land of its trees, bushes 
ant furzes; in both countries to the 
injury of the climate. 





THE RATEPAYERS’ MEETING. 
‘Tne Ratepayers’ Meeting passed off as 
satisfactorily as could be wished on Mon- 
day morning, only one attempt being 
made to disturb the harmony of the pro- 
gramme, and that attempt meeting with 
the pronounced failure that it deserved. 
On the first four resolutions—we do not. 
include the formal ones appointing 
the Chairman and Secretary of the 
meeting—there was no discussion, ‘The 
views of the ratepayers coincided en- 
tirely with those of the Council, and as 
the meeting was for business and not 
for oratorical display, Mr. Wood’s terse 
yet comprehensive explanations were 
received as sufficient, and the Council 
had the satisfaction of seeing their 
report and accounts accepted, and their 
proposals for raising the necessary taxa- 
tion during the ensuing year approved, 
with practical unanimity. ‘The only 
opposition was on the Budget Resolu- 
tion, No. VII. Our first disposition 
would be to pass over the amendment 
proposed in silence, for the subject is so 
unsavoury that ordinary mortals prefer 
to leave it alone altogether. But those 
who have taken up the subject are 
so utterly unable to see how distaste- 
ful their views are to the majority 
of their fellow-residents, who believe 
that a great deal more harm than 
good is done by the question being 
agitated at all, that we must take 
some notice of it. The remarks of 
the proposer of the amendment were 
enough of themselves to condemn his 
proposition; for while he professed to be 
anxious to have the appropriation for 
the Lock Hospital withiren, on ths 
ground that its action was too restricted 
to be effective, it was well known that 
his real ground was something entirely 
different. Mr, Drummond’s reply was 
calm, exhaustive and conclusive, and 
the manner in which the question was 
treated by Mr. Fryer, did nothing to ad- 
vance the cause in whose interest he was 
speaking. One serious mistakeonthe part 
of one of the speakers for the amendment 
ought to have been nailed to the counter 
at once ; it was the statement that the 
neighbouring governments of Hongko 
and Singapore have abolished the Con- 
tagious Diseases Acts in their jurisdic 
tions, and that we therefore ought to 
follow them. We can hardly believe 
that the speaker himself did not know 
that the Acts in question have been sus- 
Pended in these colonies by the Colonial 

ice at home, and that the governments 
themselves, realising the evils which are 
certain to flow from the suspension, 
are diametrically opposed to the st 
The meeting’s opposition to the amend- 
ment, which was emphasised by the 
Chairman's carefully considered avowal 
that he should be obliged to resign his 
Post if it were carried, was so over- 
whelming, that the demand for a poll 
could only have been suggested by a 
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vindictive desire oe waste koa time of 
the meeting, though it is perhaps not 
altogether & be regretted that it should 
have been shewn by the poll, that only 
46 votes, including 19 from its mover, 
could be collected for the amendment, 
against 163 on the other side. The 
mover of the amendment too, by put- 
ting his proposition in that form, was 
able to have all his own forces on the 
spot, while he sprang a mine on the 
ratepayers generally : whereas, had he 
made it openly into a substantive 
motion, of which he would have had to 
give notice, the ratepayers would have 
been forewarned, and there would have 
been a very much larger majority against 
Mr. Buchanan and his followers. It was 
pleasant, ontheotherhand, to see thevote 
for the Providence School passed without 
any opposition, and we hope before long 
to see Mr. Muirhead’s suggestion for a 
Municipal School for Chinese, like that 
started on the French side by Mr. 
Kraetzer, bear some fruit. It was 
a foregone conclusion that Resolu- 
tion VIII, as to providing funds for 
the new western Police Station, should 

without opposition. Resolution 
X, extending to the Council a credit 
for 'f'ls. 45,000 for new roads, was 
explained by the Chairman to refer 
to the scheme for roads in Hongkew, 
mentioned on page 181 of the Report 
for 1888, It is a large sum to ask; 
but we are fully of opinion that the 
Council should “in making roads pro- 
vide for the future instead of waiting 
for the houses to be first built ; aud we 
may be sure that any Council over 
which Mr. Wood presides will not 
spend the money recklessly, but will 
get the best possible value for the 
expenditure. We were sorry to hear 
from the Chairman of the Council, 
that there is not that accord that is so 
desirable, between the Chinese autho- 
rities and the Municipality, as to the 
dredging of the Soochow Creek and the 
accompanying works ; but the Chinese 
are proceeding so very leisurely with 
their share of the undertaking, that there 
is plenty of time for a new agreement to 
be arrived at. 

Of the two Resolutions as to a 
Public Hall—we prefer ourselves the 
old-fashioned nomenclature, “ ‘Town 
Hall,”—the second was withdrawn by its 
intended proposer, Mr. Drummond, who 
confined himself to the former one, 
which, as we remarked on Monday morn- 
ing, does not commit the Council to 
anything more than preliminaries ; and 
it. was accordingly seconded by Mr. 
Wood. As it is even contemplated to 
buy more land for the site, the expense 
involved will be very large, and as there 
is no ing need for new municipal 
offices, while there are other pressing 
claims on our resources, there is no 
harm in proceeding with the delibera- 
tion for which the resolution provides. 
'The Central Police quarters are in much 
more urgent need of reconstruction 
than the municipal offices, and this will 
absorb a considerable sum; and another 
very heavy outlay is suggested in Mr. 





Wood’s remark that as the contract 
with the Waterworks Company is nearly 
expiring, the incoming Council would 
consider the advisability of taking ad- 
vantage of the option that they 

of acquiring the undertaking fr the 
ratepayers. We are fully of opinion 
that this should be done, if it is prac- 
ticable. ‘The resolution as to a site 
for the statue of Sir Harry Parkes was 
withdrawn, on the excellent suggestion 
of the Chairman of the Council, that if 
we are to have a Town Hall, there the 
most appropriate site for the statue 
would be found ; and then the meeting 
separated ; to come together again in 
1889, after, we hope, a yet more pros- 
sles year than the one of which it 
has just passed the accounts with such 
laudable unanimity. 


BOMBAY TRADE 1887. 

Tue Report of the Committee of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce for 1887 
and the discussion which took place at 
the annual meeting contain matters of 
interest to merchants in China. The 
money markets, and therefore the busi- 
ness of the East being to a considerable 
extent affected by the export trade of 
India, we turn first to what is said 
about it by the Chamber. ‘The out- 
tum of the wheat crop in the year was, 
the report says, moet disappointing with 
a decrease in the acreage of only 557,258 
acres the estimated yield showed a 
deficiency of 1,348,729 tons as com- 
with the previous season. ‘The 

le! cy was almost entirely owing to 
the unfavourable result in the Punjaub, 
where the adverse weather at the close 
of the season made the crop only from 
6 to 8 anuas of a full average, which, 
rendered into English, means a deficiency 
of from about 38 to 50 per cent. ‘The 
Report goes on to say :— 

From the fact that the districts from 
which Bombay draws the bulk of its sup- 
plies gave on the average a comparatively 
lows yield, the exports from the port dur- 
ing the first six months of the year only 
showed a slight diminution from the cor- 
responding six months of the previous year, 











the respective figures from Ist January to 

30th Tene being :— od 
1887... + +,64,77,220 ewts. 
1886... +:65,54,921 





Daring the lit six months, however, from 
Ist July to 3ist December, the falling off 
was most marked, tho totals for that period 


being— 
1887... 4. «4.27,71,344 owts. 
1886... S58}01,769 
‘As compared with Calcutta and Karachee, 
Bombay has every reason to congratulate 
herself. 

‘The reports regarding the growing cro 
this season ite nearcelyeso cheerful ns could 
‘be wished. The estimate of the Agricul- 
tural Department puts the area under wheat: 
in the Punjaub at 6,588,500 acres or 6 
cent. below the previous year, in the North- 
West Provinces and Oudh at 4,962,000 
acres, about the same as last year, whi 
in the Provinces it is generally believed 
that a slightly larger area has been sown. 
For a time the condition in the Punjaub 
and the North-West was adversely affected 
by the absence of the cold westher rai 
but a partial fall has since greatly tapered 
the appearance of the plants, 





Speaking of the prospects of the whtat 
trade at the annual crustiug, the Chair: 
man sntitipaed a large business between 
March and June, before the European 
and American crops of 1888 are ripe 
and harvested and can be sent to market, 
Visible supplies, he said,in Europe and 
America are running down, and prices 
had recovered 15 per cent, 

‘The cotton crop of 1886-87 was 11.58 
per cent. in excess of that of the pre- 
vious season, but the current season is, 
the Chamber says, unfortunately likely 
to show a falling off, there being heavy 
deficiencies in the crops in Bengal aud 
other districts; and the short arrivals at 
Bombay, up to last dates, bear out this, 
‘The Chairman believes, with other mem- 
bers of the Chamber, that the trade in 
Indian Yarns with China would have 
increased if exchange had remained at 
its old range 1/11, and upwards per 
rupee. There can be no doubt that it 
would, as the rates of exchange between 
China and India have not declined with 
the rates for sterling. They do not go 
so high now a days as they sometimes 
went formerly, they have been steadier 
than they used to be; that is all the 
advantage which they have been to the 
Indian trade in cottons. It is having 
the cotton at hand and therefore saving 
some charges on it, cheap labour an 
comparative proximity to China which 
has given prosperity to that trade, and 
Lancashire people have somewhat 
helped it by their indifference to the real 
wants of the Chinese. But notwithstand- 
ing the prosperity of the Bombay cotton 
spinners and all we have heard of the 
extension of the mill industry, it is 
pointed out in the Report that out of 
the thirteen new joint stock companies 
registered in 1887—against. thirty in 
1886—ouly four new mills appear ou 
the list. .One cause of the deficit in 
the Indian Exchequer which required 
the recent increase of the salt duties, 
was the falling off in the railway re- 
ceipts. ‘his appears to have been 
caused, at all events to a large extent, 
by the fall in the price of wheat in 
Europe when the American “ritigs” 
collapsed last year. After that, Russian 
wheat was hurried to England, and de- 
pressed prices an average harvest was 
advised from America, and the home 
price of wheat fell to a very low point. 
“The consequences were, first that Indian 
wheat was not wanted in August to 
December, aud second—the Central 
Province surplus having been exhausted 
—there was little left on this side of 
India that could be tempted to market 
at the low prices offered from Europe.” 
Linseed also was a short crop last season, 
Mr. Westland, when introducing a biil 
into the Viceroy’s Council for the in- 


per| crease of some taxes and duties cor+ 


roborated the remarks made in the 


©! Bombay Chamber, on the falling off in 


the receipts from railways,aud calculated 
the loss to the revenue under this head at 
Rs. 400,000 which is neither here nor 
there. he framer of the last budget 
seems to have taken a too sanguine 
view of the progressive revenue to be 
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tlerived from railways, but the above 
deficiency at the end of December may 
be recovered during the remainder of 
the financial year, when railway traffic 
is at its briskest. But there is a lange 
amount of capital being sunk in rail- 
ways which are at present nuremunera~ 
tive, and the additional charges on this 
account will probably absorb any im- 
provement in the earnings. 





DISTRESS IN LEWIS. 
Soneruine like an official and accurate 
picture of the true condition of affairs 
in the island of Lewis has lately 
been published, and reveals a condition 
of affairs amoug the poor which will, 
no doubt, call forth a great deal of 
nympathy. It is not an Oficial Report 
by the commissioners appointed to 
enquire into the alleged destitution, 
but as newspaper reporters were allowed 
to necompany the Commissioners on 
their rounds and to take notes of the 
conversations held, the information given 
may be trusted. ‘The enquiry seems to 
have been carried out in a complete 
manner ; upwards of 2 dozen townships 
were visited and twelve to fifteen families 
in each township were seen and inter- 
rogated and a minute investigation 
made into their circumstances. The 
result has been to establish the 
reality aud severity of the destitution. 
Haif clad anit half starved people were 
met with in one township after another; 
they were living in squalor in wretched 
over-crowded houses which they shared 
with such cattle as they had left to 
them. ‘This was the rule, though some 
cottages were well kept and compara 
tively. comfortable. At one place a 
erofter had for stock a cow, a heifer 
and four sheep, the animals living under 
the same roof as the family, there not 
being even a partition to separate the 
quarters of the cattle from those of the 
crofter and his wife and familily. This 
man had been three mouths at the 
fishing but had eared just. enough 
to keep him and no more. Another 
crofter with his wife and five children 
oceupied a croft at a rental of £2 a 
year: for three months they had been 
fed on potatoes, the husband having 
brought nothing back from the summer 
fishing. In another case a man of 92 
years of ago with a marred cou and 
his family, an unmarried son and an 
unmarried daughter—nine persons in 
ajl—lived in a hut, the rent of which 
had not been paid for five years, owin: 
to poverty, and all these persons had 
betweeu them and starvation two 
barrels of potatoes, ‘The furnishing of 
the cottages was often wretched, in one 
case three or four persons slept in one 
bed and the blankets were often thin 
and scanty. The clothing of the 
people, especially of the children, was 
of the poorest description ; many of 
the boys and girls were in rags, aud 
it was marvellous how they’ had 
got so well through the winter, espe- 
Ciaily as there had been au epidemic of 
qeasles in the island. ‘There is great 


























overcrowding ; in one’ township 45 lots 
are divided among 70 families, in an- 
other case 48 families are living on 
21 holdings, in another 30 holdings 
have to support twice that number of 
families. These are stated to be not 
exceptional cases but to form the rule, 
And the land isnot productive ; on 
some crofts there is as much rocky’ soil 
as there is cultivated land. There are 
no means available for increasing the 
fortility of the land ; horses and manure 
are both scarce. This is the general 
condition of the people, between 160 and 
200 families having been visited by the 
Commissioners. For months the people 
have lived on potatoes and when these 
failed, they received a little oatmeal 
from a relief fund. ‘The failure of the 
fishing for the last two years increased 
the poverty of the people and to it is 
attributed their present destitute state, 
but it does not explain such instances 
as that of the man who had paid no 
rent for five years, or of others who 
had not paid for three or four years. 
Phere are said to be many cases in 
which arrears had been running on for 
these periods. ‘The letters of the news- 
papers reporters explain this condition 
of affairs to some extent, for they show 
that the fishermen become heavily in- 
volved with the fish curers, owing to 
the conditions ou which their industry 
is carried ou. ‘The boats are nominally 


the property of the townships but are | §) 


really furnished by the curers, and the 
men work on the system of applying a 
part of the catch cach year to paying 
off the cost of the boats. Obviously 
after a bad sea harvest and still more 
after two in succession the last condition 
of the men will be worse than the first. 


And, naturally when this condition | is 


of affairs has been brought about, the 
merchants and curers decline to con- 
tinue the credit system and the frail 
defences by which the people try to 
keep the wolf from the door Break down 
altogether. But the state of the fisheries 
has ouly brought matters to a crisis, for 
it is certain that the system of sub- 
dividing their swall lots would before 
Jong have made matters as bad as 
they are now. ‘The process of break- 
ing-up crofts, which when entire are 
barely sufficient to support one fami- 
ly of, this prolific race, has been 
going on for years, yet although it has 
most certainly been the chief agent in 
reducing the people generally to poverty, 
and in very many cases to destitution, 
they cannot or will not see that it is the 
cause of this misery. One reporter says 
that “it is painful to see how slow the 
ge are to condemn this system, at 

ast openly. When it was referred to 
very few yentured a remark, but kept 
silent. ‘They probably see that the 
alternative involves a breaking up of 
many family ties, and that they cannot 
endure.” The question of what is to be 
done for these people is very urgent, 
anything in the shape of reli, which 
will retain in the island more people 
than the poor laud can support, will 
only be of a temporary character, and 











the present miserable state of affairs 
k a 


en return again and again, 


REVIEW.* 

‘Tuts is a terrible book, presuming that tho 
statemeuts made in the introduction are 
correct. There was one Volapiikist— 
the inventor, Dr. Schleyer, in 1881, and 
there are 1,200,000, in 1888; what will the 
number be ten years hence? This is the 
question asked by Mr. van Aalst, and he 
obviously wishes us to infer that the same 
rate of pi ion will be maintained, and 
so the whole world will be Volapiikist in 
1898, and. the inventor's. motto will be 
realised Menade bul pitki bal or “To one 
humanity one language.” And the terrible 
thing is, that Volapiik, of which we have 
he so little in China that we can hardl, 
believe that it is not a ghastly joke, is 
really making rapid progress ; our author 
asserts that:— 

“There are schools and teachers in all 
the countries of Europe and America, The 
lange shops of Paris have replaced the anti- 
quated ‘English spoken’ and ‘Hier spricht 
man deutsch’ at their windows by the simple 
and melodious () word ‘ Volapitkun.” 
The Volapik is otcially protected by the 
Government in Austria, Spain and Italy, 
and encouraged by Count ‘Moltke in G 
many. As partisans it counts sarants li 
Max Miller, in England; renowned jot 
nalists like Francique Sarcey, and. poll 
ans like Raeul Duval, in France; emim 

wrofessors of sciences like Iparaguirre in 
pain, Kerkhofis in Paris, and Kirchhoff 
in Halle, Germany; besides a legion of 
learned men and officers of the various 
annies. Volapiik is taught in many official 
schools in France, Holland, Portugal, 
in, Austria, and at the University of 
Vienna. ‘Telegrams are accepted and trans- 
mitted to all parts of Europe. Newspa- 
pers, serious and comic, from which poli- 
tical and religious ‘controversies are 
banished, are published in all the coun- 
tries of Europe and America ..... Vola- 
pik has now taken too firm ‘a toot to be 
eradicated, ‘The thoughtless obstinacy of 
i whose ambitious dream it. 
their own idiom, ean do but 
its progress, Children are 
; ik, and are taught to recite 
their prayers in Volapiik ; the future genera- 
tion will count Volapiikists by millions.” 

‘A great philologer, now dead, used to 
say that anew word might be coined and 
drought into use, if it fulfilled three condi- 
tions ; (1) there must be no existing word to 
express the thought ; (2) it must be the 
best possible word to express the thought ; 
and (3) it must be coined by a competent, 
authority. ‘The same rules will apply in 
this case; there must be no existing 
universal language ; Volapitk must be the 
best possible universal language, and i 
must come before the world with sufficient 
authority. As to the first of these, it is 
safe to assert that English is rapidly be- 
coming a universal Ianguage ; and therefore 
oe Volapiik is not wanted. English is 

he language of an important part of Euroy 
and of neatly the whole of North America; 
of a great part of Asia ; of all foreigners in” 
China and Japan, and many natives of 
South Africa and of Australia, Our author 
objects to English, “the simplest and 
easiest of our modern tongues,” on account 
of the disheartening inconsistencies of pro- 
nounciation and the difficulties of syntax. 
He claims that in Volapiik words are always 
pronounced as written, and vice versd always 
written as pronounced, He is a victim of 
the fallacy that misleads the English and 
American spelling reformers; that there 
is any one spelling of a word which will 

































The Universal Language or Volapitk. Con- 
taining the principles of Grammar and Syntax 
and a vocabulary of 3,000 words. By Jules 
A. van Aalst of the Chinese Imperial Customs 
Service. Amoy ; printed by Man-shing, 1888, 
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represent the pronunciation to a num- 
Der of people from different parts of a 
country. Take a man of Kent, a Cornish- 
man, a Yorkshireman, a Glasgow man, and 
an Irishman, and a typical Cockney, and 
let an educated Londoner dictate a sentence 
to them, which each is to write down in the 
spelling that seems to him to give the exact 
pronunciation: there will the most 
astonishing difference in the results, be- 
‘cause men’s ear’s differ ; what we call patois 
or dialects are not the result of pride or 
obstinacy, but of the fact that men’s ears 
are not all alike. The Englishman who 
wronounces French with an accent that 
Petrays him instantly may honestly think 
that he is copying exactly the Frenchman 
to whom he is speaking, for he is giving 
the French as it sounds to hisear. Let 
Volapiik become the universal languages 
and in ten years the Volapiik spoken 
in Berlin, anc 
Lisbon, will be as different as Lowland 
Scotch is from Somersetshire. As to the in- 
consistencies and syntactical difficulties of 
English, they will be gradually reduced .as 
the language spreads more widely ; besides 
which, they are soon overcome by the man 
who reads; and English has the advantage 
of possessing an enormous and most in- 
teresting literature, which Volapitk will 
take centuries to equal and can never 
excel. 

As to the second condition, we find Vola- 
piik, with its consonantal terminations, an 
utterly abominable solution of the universal 
language question, and greatly prefer the 

if Dr. Esperanto, of which we 








languag y 
ave a specimen not long ago. Here is the 
first sentence of Mr. Van Aulst’s miscel- 


laneous iples, and it is therefore a 
fair specimen of the lai 


uage:— 

“Soanel sanik nidiinil pe pif 16d 
omik ed iiplekom, ven mug smalik, kel 
imosliipom se rals de lapinlit, iifalom bifit 

+ futs omik,” 7 
which being translated into the real uni- 
versal language is 

“A holy Indian hermit was sitting, 
‘once, before his habitation and was praying, 
when a small mouse, which had escaped 
from the claws of a bird of prey, fell before 
his feet.” 

So rough and ungainly is Volapiik, that 
our ‘othe has to Solan that these final 
consonants are not to be pronounced as 
they look (thus unconsciously throwing 
over one of his strongest claims), but they 
are to be made ‘as soft, iy and harmoni- 
ous as in Italian words.” Finally, if any 
Englishman or American wants to learn 
Volupiik, we should first say ‘killode ti- 
kom-li?”—which means,” what is he think- 
ing about?”—and then recommend him to 
get Mr. van Aalst’s brochure, for it is nicely 
Printed and got up, and contains the whole 
rules of Grammar and Syntax, and a phrase 
book and vocabulary, all in the compass of 
112 pages. The author apologises for the 
mechanical appearance of the book, and 
explains that the supply of types was 
scarcely sufficient to print four pages at a 
time, and that the staff was composed of 
oiily'the type-setter and himself. No one 
would believe from the appearance of the 
book that it had been made with such 
limited resources. 


























GLIMPSES OF TONGKING. 


(Concluded. ) 

Havot.—Twelve hottrs’ steaming carries 
the traveller from Haiphong to this capital 
through the most populous portion of the 
Delta, Betimes the vessel approaches the 
banks so near that naked urchins run from 
rice flelds to the water's edge to scramble 
for sop which good natured passengers 
throw them, eaten 

‘The provincial capital is situated on the 
‘ight bank of the Red River one hundred 

jes above the sea, and at the rate atresdy 
yamed of the advange of alluvium seaw: 


the Volapiik spoken in | h 





it is sufficiently obvious, with facts recorded. 
in Chinese history, that this is the place 
where in the first decennium of our Lord 
the famous Chinese General Ma Yuen, 
having arrived in copper junks, obtained 
a victory over the Annamese, thereby 
rendering the country subject to China, 
but I must not digress into the domain of 
history, ancient or modern. 

‘When captured by the French it had a 
population of about one hundred thousand, 
and has since greatly increased. It was 
fortified by French officers (according to 
Vauban’s method), in the service of the 
King of Annam, "The citadel is a striki 
feature of the city ; a beautiful lake beyon 
the city where Chinese and Annamese first 
fought is another. ‘The river is navigable 
to this point even when the water is lowest 
ay vessels drawing nine feet of water. ‘The 
newly built foreign city resembles Haiphong; 

use building and public works occupy 
multitudes of native workmen, Narrow 
{ramvwars occupy the principal streets, but 
for public works and the transfer of troops 
from post to post only ; the cars are drawn 
by men, horses, or bullocks. 

‘As throughout the East, where smooth 
roads are found, this city tems with jinric- 
shas—man-power carriages, au invention of 
an American missionary in Japan. The 
Annamese being a feeble folk, these light 
ond useful vehicles require here two instead 
of one man to draw them. 

Visitors to this city are always directed 
to see its chief “lion” a colossal bronze 
image “the Great Buddha,” which is also so 
named in books, but I discovered it to be an 
image of Kuang-ti, the Chinese Mars. It is 
evidently not an Annamese work, but 
Jupanese, perhaps by some of those who 
escaped from Nagasaki during the persecu- 
tion of Christians there. 

It is more than probable that the inlaid 
work, carving and embroideries—all unique, 
made in this city had their origin among 
Japanese colonists. 

‘he Annainese portion of the city pre- 
sents a somewhat foreign aspect— 
streets, two-storied brick houses, tiled roofs, 
contrasting strongly with the bamboo or mud 
walls and thatched roofs found elsewhere. 

In the centre of the foreign portion of 
the city is a clear lakelet having a square 
pagoda—(the ordinary figure of Tongkingese 
pagodas, always three stories only) in the 
centre. | On the borders the Residency and 
other public edifices have been erected, 
of clegant design. Many private dwellin 
face this sheet vf water, opposite to which 
it is proposed to the statue of 
Poul Bert, funds for which have been 
liberally subscribed. His name has been 
given to the finest street in Haiphong 
and to the chief boulevard of Hanoi. A 
who are interested in the inaterial prosperity 
of French Indo-China, including natives, 
regard the death of that statesman as an 
irreparable loss ; itis believed that if he had 
survived the restrictions which now throttle 
trade would never have been imposed. 

‘To him is ascribed the introduction of 
the dollar currency which is a boon to 
trade,—its reverse reads “Piastre de Com- 
merce. Indo-Chine Francaise. ‘Titre 0.900 

ids 27.217 gr.” Minted at Paris 1887. 
Bubsidiary coins of the same are also in cit: 
culation. 

"The Hanotse.—Hanoi has all the charac- 
teristics of a French town, notably the Cafés 
with groups of men and gaily attired ladies, 
sitting around small tables in front, sipping 
beverages from eau sucré to absinthe. 
Amusements, however, are few. At the 
closo of the day military bands entertain 
saunterers who promenade the borders of 
the little lake, and betimes tho Société 
Hippique affords amusement by their races, 
which are conducted with much spirit. 
Again, theatrical troupes wander to this end 
of (the J Fred orld, and recently the 
journals gave glowing accounts of a charity 
Ea (a Societe de Secours ‘Mutuels ct de 
Bienfaisancehasjust beenformed). Placards 
aunouncing pigeon shooting have been 




















seized upon by a bill poster to attract 
sportsmen,—who do not readily fill their 
bags in the country. A citizen apologetically 
explained to me that. pigeon shooting, was 
‘adev.ce resorted ‘to by a. brace of poor 
devils just to raise the wind, and that such 
amusements were not fashionable. 

In L’Arenir de Tongking an advertise- 
ment appears which discloses the triste fact 
that immigrants sometimes bring. their 
domestic infelicities into the Colony. An 
unlucky husband (himself doubtless most to 
blame) cautions the public against selling 
mercliandiseto his wife—except at their own 
risk. On the whole a superticial observer 
is likely to arrive at the conclusion that, 
at best, life in this capital is not particularly 
enjoyable. 

Epvcation.—As befits Republicans, the 
French are desirous of making the Anuam- 
ese a reading people, but as Chinese is the 
mode of writing in this country, an under- 
taking of that description would be utterly 
futile, for guly children of the well-to-do 
can spend the necessary time at school to 
Tearn Chinese written’ character, but as 
foreign students of Chinese manage to 
express the sounds of the characters by 
Roman letters aided by diacritical marks, 
this alphabetising of symbols has been 
found adaptable to  Annamese sounds. 
‘Twenty-five letters, having marks repre- 
senting the seven’ Annamese tones, are 
easily acquired, and the ability to read 
quickly follows’; being a phonetic system 
no time is lost in learning to read. 

Alphabetised Annamese called quoc-nyn 
= vernacular, iq fi kuo-21, has accordingly 
been adopted by the French Protectorate 
for instructing the proletariat, and in the 
course of « generation or two, it is probable 
that the pourest clod-hopper will be able 
to read. 

Sixty-nine schools have beeu recently 
established for teaching this method of 
reading the vernacular, and applications 
have been made for over forty more; in 
fine, these schools are desired in all large 
towns. 

Absence of books is # bar to the utility 
of reading yuwoc-ngu, but in due time a 
vernacular literature will be provided ;~ 
already a dictionary has been published, 
and an official organ is issued at Saigon for 
the use of Franco-Annamese citizens who 
have acquired alphabetised Annamese. 

Considered philologically, the attempt to 
——- Chinese characters by analphabet. 
is highly interesting ; its practicability has 
been amply demonstrated. Missionaries at 
Ningpo have for more than a score of years 
employed Ronan letters, in. the form of a 
syllabary, and have published large portions 
of the Sacred Scriptures, with various 
religious and secular works, in those dialects 
for the use of those who can never com- 
mand time requisite for learning characters. 
In China it is not contemplated to supersede 
Chinese writing, which is neither practic- 
able nor desirable, but in Annam, alphabet, 
can and Ge to supersede syllabic writing. 
In time, the use of the Chinese written 
character in Annam will be restricted to a 
few erudite pundits ; and all but peasants 
and mechanics will speak and write French : 
—in their educational programme, the Pro- 
tectorate aim above to favour schools for 
teaching French to the natives, a I 
number of whom already speak that 
guage,—much of it being however, a 
the fashion of ** pidgin English.” 

Competitive literary examinations in An- 
nam are modelled on those of China; at 
the last triennial tryst there were 7,000 
candidates, 270 of whom were successful; 
these examinations are among the native 
institutions with which the conquerors 
abstain from interfering. 

Cimate AND Huaura.—No portion of 
Indo-China can become & colony in the pro- 
per sense, the climate precludes European 
colonisation ; excessive heat and moisture 
and the prevalence of malarial maladies 
yenderprobitablewhite Jabour impracticable, 
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and hence have vanished the hopes of those 
who regarded Tongking as a promisin; 
colony. ‘Two years is the period whi 
-from sad experience, the war department 
hhas assigned for the stay of troops, who 
succumb at the rate of 97 per 1,000, and from 
those facts mainly, exaggerated views res- 
pecting the insalubrity of the country pre- 
vail. Ibis not considered that the soldiers 
suffered from insanitary arrangements on 
shipboard ; invalids on arrival, they were 
exposed to peculiar hardships, and suffered 
most in regions which were once tolerably 
healthy, but which from the devastations of 

rotracted internecine strife were deserted, 
Lands uncultivated reverted to jungles and 
becaine, as before their reclaination, hot- 
beds of fatal diseases. 

‘With regard to residents generally, the 
climate of Hanoi and Haiphong is not 
insulubrious, compared with other tropical 
regione, Besides diseases common to hot 
climates, foreigners there suffer from tape- 
worm, soine afiirm’ that nine out of ten 
wre infested by that parasite ; others say 
that only wbout three-tenths are victims 
of the malady—which is not specially com- 
forting, Walls are placarded with rales 
for muzling of dogs, several cases of fatal 
hydrophobia having recently vecurred, 

Leptosy prevails here as it does in 
the South of China, the lepers’ village 
near Hanoi presents’ more instances of 
that hideous malady than those that I 
have seen in Canton, Calcutta and other 

ities. Most pitinble was the 
spectacle of a four years’ old child, all of 
whose fingers hud crumbled away’ except 
the foretinger of one hand. 

A Sanitarium has been erected by the 
Government on the coast a short distance 
from Haiphong, the place promising to be 
an excellent summer resort for wearied 
enfeebled citizens. 

Fararxe ov Orrex.—Annamese kings 
wore before Chinese Emperors in interdict 
ing the bane of their race, and both wero 
equally impotent in suppressing the im- 
portation and conswinption of the drug. 

‘At the commencement of the present 
year a syndicate to whom the monopoly of 
importing, fabricating, transporting and 
vending opium was conceded, comnzenced 
its operations, and already forty balls, or a 

i¢ul of opium is boiled daily on the pre- 
mises of the Company :—vighty charcoal 
furnaces and as many huge brazen bowls 
are required for that work and about a 
hundred men, 

‘Dhe capital of the syndicate, 1,400,000 
francs, is divided into 2,000 shares of 700 
franes, and is held by a small number of 
individuals: it is expected that by this 
means the revenue from opium will be 
increased to three millions of francs, while 
the cony 


























of opium is rest 
Laokai and Haiphong—the former 
ed near the head of Red River n: 
on the borders of Yiinuan, from which 

rovines the drug that is in common use is 
imported :—Indian opium is imported into 
Haiphong. 

Last year the imports into ‘Tongking 
were — 











: Kgs. 
Indian Opium ‘.....39,317.700= 
Yunnan (11 mos) 
Opium .,.19,215.320=318,13 
Residium —,, 153.700= 





Lisconses are’ issued by the Opiu 
reau to opium smoking dens in the chief 
ities’ for 100 francs, at others from 50 to 
20 fes. The general supervision of the 
syndicate has been committed to the Di- 
rector of Customs whose staff are vigilant 
in preventing frauds upon the syndicate. 

A broadsheet of enormous dimensions is 
posted at the open, boiling works, headed 
**Protectorat de 'Annam et du Tonkin. 
Arrété Portant Reglement sur la Ferme 


delopium. Le Ministre Plenipotentaire et } in; 


Resident General de la République Fran- 
guise eu Auuam et Tonkin, Arrété,” which 





is divided into six chapters and gives forty- 
three sections for the guidance of all con- 
cerned. 

‘An expert was brought from India to 
experiment on opium cultivation: the result 
was that the drug could incontestibly be 
produced in Tongking of the same quality 
as that from Bengal, but it was found on 
the other hand that it would require more 
than one generation to teach the natives 
the proper mode of cultivating the plant 
and manipulating its secretion, and hence 
opium ‘cultivation in the protectorate has 
been indefinitely postponed. 

ANNAMESE Souprens.—There {are about 
20,000 trained native soldiers attached to 
the French army, who are rendering efi- 
cient service in suppressing brigandage and 
piracy. For long the region conterminous 
with China has suffered from civil strife, 
and from time immemorial the coast has 
been harrassed by pirates, the men slaugh- 
tered and the women expatriated and 
enslaved ; the tranquillivation of the land is 
some compensation for its submission to 
Gallic rule. Without the aid of native 
soldiers the country could uot have been 
conquered, uor could it be long retained 
without their aid, ‘The nucleus of the force 
was composed of persecuted natives fur- 
ished by French and Spanish Missionaries 
eager to avenge themselves. They moved 
in behalf of the invader with Moslem 

ieving neigh- 
igh—no prisoners 















were taken on either side. 

‘That Amamese possess martial qualities 
has been abundantly demonstrated. Armed 
only with bows and arrows they soon took 
to flight in battle, but again and again, 
when repelled by the sweeping fire of artil- 
lery and deadly fire of repeating rifles, 
gallantly returned to the chi 
quently well armed and di 
akcilfully led they are doubtless equal to any 
Asiatic troops. At the conuencement they 
acquired su mt knowledge of French 
understand military comniands, and gra- 
dually they acquired that language. A very 
large portion of them are converts and no 
mutiny is feared. They are unshod and 
would regard the order to wear shoes as a 
great hardship, but submit, many of them, 
to sandals ; their uniform is a compromise, 
Franco-Annamese. 

Coyprriox oF tHe Peorts.—My Chinese 
servant commiserates the condition of the 
people, because of the ‘ bitterness on which 
they are fed,” which is obvious to the most 
superficial observer. He 
struck by the employment 
coolies trundling barrows, 
unloading vessels and en; 
some servile employments. 

Chinese civilisation slowly advanced the 
Annamese from savagery to their present 
conditi-n, in which they haveexisted for ages 
unknown, remaining absolutely stationary. 
Social and climatal reasons may be assigned 
for this in part, but in part only ; incon- 
testably the land tenure has been an 
element in retarding progress ; two thirds 
of the land is communal property, as, before 
the revolution in China, was the condition 
of the entire soil (the Kingdom of Kin, 
where land was first denationalised, ex- 
cepted), and stagnation was the result, wit 
‘out exemption from poverty. When in 
China, land became purchasable and be- 
queathable, the industrious, thrifty, intel- 
ligentand fraudulent became its 
aud'then with competition she started on 
& career of prosperity, which is regarded 
as one of the enigmas of history. This 
stimulus to industry and economy as only 
partially existed in this country ; impotence 
Sed aqesdar have zesaligd, 

Prosrzcts oF Tooxixo.—It is sad to 
contrast the present aspect of affairs at the 
Metropolis of French Indo-China, with the 
sanguine anticipations entertained concern- 

its capacity a score of years ago. Here, 
in ogg the colonists aps aloo sanguine? 
but indubitably their hope and comfidencg 






















g burdens, 
in like toil: 


























are based on more solid ground, on tangi- 
ble facts. With an area one-fourth that of 
France ; with two-thirds of the population 
of that country, with alluvial lands of ex- 
traordinary, fertility, with highlands of 
inexhaustible primeval forests and affluent 
in almost every variety of minerals, cer- 
tainly this Protectorate promises to’ be & 
cornucopia for its possessors. 

Under certain conditions three rice crops 
are procurable aunually, and it has been 
found that vegetables and fruits of South- 
ern France are readily acclimitisabl 
successive crops of excellent potatoes have 
been produced in a single cool season. 
Three million hectares of marshland are 
reclamable, which it is believed will yield 
milliards of francs to the exchequer. A 
hundred million franes judiciously expend- 
ed on public works would go far towards 
industrial progress. 

The mountains which lie to the north, 
extending from the sea to the extreme 
western limit, afford ironwood, teak and 
other woods useful in the arts, with cinna- 
mon, camphor, and drug-yielding trees aud 
plants, while throughout the entire moun- 
tain range mining industry has the promise 
of exceeding grent reward, 

Nothing ean retard commercial and in- 
dustrial progress in Tongking but a cone 
tinuance of a superfluity of adininistration, 
—the Protectorate has been benumbed by 
fussy officialisim, which is only a trifle less 
inimical to the’ public weal than anarchy 
itself. 

‘What at present chiefly attracts attention 
at Hanoi is the projected railway to the 
Yiinnan frontier up the Red River valley 
which is designed to make this city the 
entrepét of Southern China by tapping the 
vast mineral region of Yiinnan, and to 








| supply it with European, Indian aud Chinese 


commodities, an endcontemplatedby Anglo- 
Indians through Siam,—the Burmah route 
not being feasible. In this commendable 
rivalry and competition, the physical difi- 
culties which French ‘engineers have to 
surmount are less formidable than those 
which confront the British. Mexnwhile it 
isnot to be supposed that the Chinese will lie 
supine ; the avenue to Yiinnan by the Yan 
tse which is capable of being improved, 
and further supplemented by railways, will 
enable her to compete with the Bay of 
Bengal and the Gulf of Tongking for the 
commerce of her south-western provinee, 
The world at large cannot but regard th 
picite contest of three great nations with 
lively interest. 

Max-steauive.—Although the subjuga- 
tion of inferior,races by Christian States is 
morally indefensible, it must, nevertheless 
be conceded that in modern times the con- 

uests of the British in India, and of 
Russians in Mid-Asia have contributed to 
ameliorate the condition of the subjugated 
on the whole ; and in like manner the Indo- 
Chinese Peninsula will indubitably derive 
benefit, in several ways from French domi- 
nation. One of these will be in the sup- 
pression of man-stealing among the Laos ; 
those of that race whom the deli tion of 
boundaries between French and Siamese 
territories (now in process) will be secured 
from being kidnapped and sold into 
slavery. 

Thirty thousand coolies (otherwise slaves) 
were demanded a few months ago for labour 
on the Panama Canal, and measures were 
taken (otherwise kidnapping them,) and 
1,200 were securely packed on shipboard 
for transportation to that Isthmus, but 
they were released by the authorities of the 
Protectorate, not however, it would appear 
until moved to that measure by Annamese 
mandarivs. Some of the decoyed coolies 
were obtained from the province of Canton, 
where two of the recruiting agents were 
decapitated. Thus no more attempts are 
likely to be made to enslave people from 
is region to rot in Panama. 

has long been the resort of 
purveyors for the bagnios of Canton, An- 
yamese girls being a warketable commodity, 
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and before the suppression of piracy by the 
French they were more frequently stolen 
than purchased. Malgréthe gine ofthe 
French police at the ports, slave girls are 
still smuggled out of the country, . being 
purehasable here for $30 per head’ vend= 
able in Hongkong. at an enormous profit, 
and when they reach their destination 
within the transpacific golden gate, they 
are sold for many hundred dollars. These 
atrocities alone justify citizens of the 
Pacific slope in their demands for restrict- 
ing immigration. 








D. J. Maccowan, 





THE ENGLISH MAIL-PAPERS. 


Tux Spectator considered the Continental 
situation to be slightly worse, because 
Russia continued posting further troops in 
large numbers ou the frontiers of both 
Galicia and Roumania, and its agents had 
received a cue to precipitate matters. This 
allusion refers to the landing of 150 Monte- 
negrins, commanded by a Russian officer 
nained Nabokoff, near Bourgas, who endea- 
voured to seize that important port, the 
only one in Bulgaria at which a debarkation 
from Odessa can be eusily effected. The 
letters found on the body of the command- 
ing ofticer of this expedition showed that 
he was in communication with Russian 
agents, and his passport had also been 
signed by the Russian Consul at Constan- 
tinople. Whatever importance may be 
assigned to this incident, it seems likely, 
{idgiug from recent telegrams, that the 
julgarian question is about entering on an 
acute stage, and this the telegrams which 
we publish ‘to-day confirm, It will be of 
interest therefore to see what occurred, or 
was rumoured to have occurred, during 
the week before the mail of the 20th 
January left home, 

Russia continued to insist on the re- 
moval of Prince Ferdinand, and according 
toa “atarting rumour,” from that breeding 
ground of these, Vienna, was going to 
propose Prince Peter Karageorgevics, son- 
in-law of Prince Nicholas of Montenegro, 
as his successor. This Priuce Karageor- 

vies is the man whom the Panslayists 
hope to tee reigning sume day over a King- 
dom which would include not only Bul- 
garia, but Servia and Bosnia, He would 
therefore be the most unacceptable of can- 
Gidates, not: only to Austria-Hungary, but 
tothe other monarchies and peoples in South 
West Europe and to nania also, where 
the Slav element is insignificant in num- 
bers. Other Montenegrins had been put 
forward, by the Russian press, as candi- 
dates for the throne of Bulgaria, but these 
and other newspaper nominations to that 
Uneasy seat are balieved to be merely 
meant by way of reminder that Russia 
does not intend to let Bulgaria rest. But 
it is also to be noted that some of these 
‘Montenegrin applicants were in St. Pe- 
tersburg and in great favour there. ‘The 
Czar had, in replying to congratulations 
from the Governor of Moscow, given New 
Year's day expression to ‘‘coufident hopes” 
that in tho coming year peace would be 
maintained, but these hopeful utterances 
produced little effect in Europe, as it 
was well known that Russia had a 
strong financial interest in circulating 
them. Simultaneously, or so, with the 
publication of these peaceful hopes of 
the Czar’s, it was reported that Russia 
would be satisfied with the removal of 
Prince Ferdinand, but this also produced 
no effect, as it was remembered that the 
samme thing was said when Prince Alexander 
was removed, and he gained nothing by 
his subservience. The preparations of the 
Russian Government either for war or to 
overawe Bulgaria and Austria continued 
with great activity—a good authority said 
she had 100,000 cavalry on the frontiers, — 
and the Sultan, apparently alarmed, had 
ani ined the. war ministry to complete the 
defences of Adrianople with the greatest 
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possible despatch. Bulgaria has done very 
well since the election of Prince Ferdi- 
nand, who seems to have inspired the 
people with a belief that he -can maintain 
the independence of the country, and it is 
mentioned that the first month's tribute 
had been sent to Conatantinople. 


was always affirmed, that these payments 
could not be met. 

‘The Hungarians were showing some ill 
will to Germany. They say that Austria 
Hungary has been made to play a most 
subservient part to Germany for many 
years, without any sort of profit, and for 
ihtis Count Katwoky is blamed. ‘The Hun- 
garians say that he was constantly boasting 
in his newspapers of the benefits which 
his country received from the German 
alliance, and they ask where these are? He 
never, they say, received the reduction 
of one pfenig of duty on any taxable article 
of export to Germany, which country 
placed protective duties against Hungarian 
corn and Bohemian timber. According to 
the Vienna Correspondent of the Times, 
Count Kalnoky is a failure. 

‘A Consular dispute had vccurred at 
Florence, which was regarded at first as of 
slight importance but had been raised to the 
rank of a diplomatic question through tho 
intemperance of the French press. As it 
was not settled when the mail left, it may 
have been the cause of the massing of 
French troops on the Italia frontier, of 
which mention was made in a recent tele- 
gum, appears that 9 magistrate. in 

orence, according to the Italian story, 
took possession of some papers which were 
in the French Consulate. These related to 
the estate of a deceased Tunisian, and Ital 
maintains that notwithstanding the Frene 
protectorate her conventions with the Bey 
remain in force, and according to these the 
property of, Tunisian subjects who die 
taly are to be disposed of under the Itali 
law. The French Consul is also said 
to have taken possession of this particular 
‘Tunisian's estate, and to have sold some 
of it, although a ‘suit by a Tunisian which 
affected part of it was then pending in 
the Italian courts. ‘The French Consul in 
Florence appears to have acted as if he 
could establish extra-territoriality in Italy. 
The Italians say their magistrate acted 
legally, but his government is said to 
have censured him for his discourteous 
manner, but this did not. satisfy the 
Parisian writers, who maintained that the 
Florentine magistrate was in the wrong, 
and some of them appeared to think, shortly 
before last mail left, that the next step of 
the Government should be to expel all 
Italian workmen from France. ‘The quarrel 
was increasing in bitterness. 

‘The Spectator, in an article on the Yellow 
River disaster, ‘and the remedies against a 
recurrence of the same, arrives at the con- 
clusion that for the future there is no ho} 
of anything adequate being done by the 
Government :— 

Nothing, if the river is simply dyed, ean 
prevent its destroying the dykes when they 
reach a certain height; for the work, in- 
creasing every year, must at some point over- 

wer the resources of any State. If the 
“hinese Government could cut a broad and 
deep canal for three hundred miles to the 
‘ocean, or build, amid the hills from which the 
water flows, a reservoir vast as an inland sea, 
‘or construct a second line of dykes on each 
side five hundred yards from the water, the 
overspill of the Yellow River might be drained 
away in sufficient time to arrest grand catas- 
trophes ; but that Government is at once too 
fatalistic and too weak for such gigantic 
efforts, and will be content if it can only 
secure safety for its own generation, leaving 
the next to suffer or escape, as may please the 
unknown powers. 

Both the Spectator and Saturday 
in praising Tord Selisbury’s speoches at 
Liverpool. The latter has a short article 
on the Club Train which it is proposed to 
run between London and Paris, It is to 






































consist of first class carriages only, to carry 





While | 
the country was dominated by Russia it! 





only hundred and twenty passengers, to 
fe replete ‘with “every “comfore inthe 
shape of dining and dressing rooms, and 
seats will be booked beforchand at the 
principal Clubs. An account of the 

lorence Consular affair is given in this 
Saturday, and there is a good article on 
‘Naval Matters,” and another on “Alpine 
Forestry,” in which a sketch is given of 
the traming which the Austrian Govern- 
ment gives the men who enter this service, 
the duties of which they are expected to 
perform as well as the members of any other 
profession. There is also an account of the 
serious disturbances in the Lewis, which had 
increased after this article appeared, and 
are called by the Pall Mall, in its. peculiar 
manner, the ‘Civil War in the Hebrides.” 

The Pall Mall Budget is profusely illus- 
trated, but there is nothing particularly 















noticeable in the letterpress, Not so the St. 
James's, which is full of good papers on a 
rd Charles 


fit variety of subjects. Of 
Beresfords resignation it say’ 
Now we are quite prepared to hear that 
Lond Charles Beresford's stipulations, the 
upon which alone he would consent 
office, were of a somewhat, ox- 
igent character. Tt is known that for a lon 
time he has been pressing certain plans o} 
reform upon his colleagues with a persistency 
shich some have called uncompromising, and 
Which others have deseribed as botsterows also, 
And it cannot be denied, we apprehend, that 
Lord Charles Beresford may be eminently 
deficient in official manners, “If we were to be 
told that at the very Board itself he called 
spades spades, and generally delivered himself 
of what he had to sity in language that might 
even be called profane in such a place, td 
surprise nobody who has: any acqu 
with the downright habits and customs of the 
noble lord. But of one thing we are persuad- 
el: Lord Charles Beresford understanda his 
business. “He knows what he wants because 
he knows what the Navy wants : and if—as is 
highly probable—he has spoken his mind with 
great freedom ; if he has been uncompromising 
find even, rudely 20, it Js because he is con: 
vinced that what the Navy wants it wants 
very badly indeed. Of course there may be 
maiters of complaint, to his mind, which are 
not so easily remedied as he imagines ther to 
De, Clean sweep here, clean sweep there, 
may be very desirable, aud yet not to be done 
in the twinkling of a marlinspike, or without 
a great cleal too much disturbance, Possibly, 
too, Lord Charles may have carried h 
demands and stipulations into regions 
where he is not so much at home, not 
so well informed, as he is in others, But he 
will disappoint us very much if it is not found, 
when all's known—(and we may pretty con 
fidently rely upon Lord Charles for an explana: 
tion of his own views at any rate)—that he 
has the root of the matter in him : much that 
he desires to alter cannot long remain un- 
changed without very appreciable risk, 
Of the Transvaal Gold Fields it sa; 
Sir Donald Currie has lately made fnapocts 
of the Johannesburg goldfields of the Trans- 
vaal, and their richness seems to have fairly 
staggered him. In a speech delivered at a 
ublic dinner at Johaunesburg last month 
e expressed his belief “that it was absolutely 
certain that wealth would be produced there 
to an extent that would astonish the world.” 
Now, Sir Donald Currie is a shrewd and ex- 
tremely business like Scotchman, and his opi- 
nion upon the Transvaal gold-fields carries 
with it undoubted weight. His estimate of 
the present production from these fields alone, 
by the use of but 500 stamps, is at the rate of 
half a million sterling per annum, to be in- 
creased by fresh machinery within six months 
to £1,000,000. It is proved beyond question 
that the auriferous reefs here extend for a 
distance of sixty miles ; and their surface has 
‘at present been searcely scratched. It is a 
fact, as remarked by Sir Donald Currie, that 
‘at Johannesburg the streets are actually 
formed of earth rich in gold. Clearly the 
“Ox wi Republic” cannot long prevail 
before the tremendous incursion of strangers 
shortly destined to flood its territory. Doubt. 
less Sir Donald Currie in his three hours’ 
preliminary interview with President Kruger 
july dwelt. upon. this fact. ‘The mining 
element, however seems already to havo in- 
duced changes for the better, for a new 






































Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


238 








Constitution and fresh tation were 


represen| 
spoken of by the President at this lengthy 
“op-sitting.” 





@utports. 





HANKOW. 
Siig ee 
(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.) 
Last night was a night to be remembered 


in the history of Hankow. It was the 
oceasion of the Ball to which the invita- 
tions of the resident bachelors have been 
out some weeks, Whispers had been pass- 
ing around that efforts were being made 
to ensure its being the greatest success on 
record ; consequently, great things were 
expected ; ‘and, tho’ result more than 
renlised the highest expectations. The 
Jocal representative of Ewo placed his 
splendid hong at the disposal of the com- 
aittee, whose delegation of decorators 
turned its spacious suites of rooms into the 
most elegant of ball rooms, promenades 
and refreshment rooms. The first idea to 
‘occur to the arriving guest was, how could 
such a beautiful etfect be produced in so 
short a time, even though a real artist 
guided the workmen? The walls of the 
‘ball and reception rooms were decorated 
entively in the Japanese style. Some of 
the best effects were produced by original 
paintings done expressly for the occasion 
yw veteran artist whose celebrity extends 
hoyond these plains, One of the scenes, 
which covered a whole side of the bal) 
room, represented a Japanese valley and 
lake with a snow clad Fajiyama reflected 
‘on its mirror-like surface. It was truly 
such a work of art as one seldom sees this 
sido of Suez, (The committee will not 
object to members and students of Art 
Societies studying this work, which how- 
ever is copyright). 

‘The dancing throughout the evening was 
kept up with great spirit to oxcellent music 
provided by Brofessor Villani, who eame 
up from Shanghai expressly for the occa- 
sion, ..The tuilettes worn by the ladies 
of our community, as well as by some 
of those from the other Sleepy Hollows of 
the Yangtze Valley who responded to the 
liberally issued invitationsof the Committee, 
swore all 90. charmi 1g as to make special 








reference toany one simply an impertinence. 
There was an air of Worth about some of 





them which was positively ‘stum 
‘Supper was served svon after midnight, 
‘The menw was in the hands of a Chou-chou 
Committee of which the President was a 
gentleman who knows what is good and 
sees that you get it. Not only were all 
the delicacies of the season, substantial 
and light, represented in profusion on the 
tables, but on the sideboard were barons 
of beef and head of boar which Windsor 
Castle would find it hard to beat. ‘Two 
most reliable shots were despatched by the 
Committee last month to the mountains of 
Anhui to find a pig whose head would be 
fit to grace such a board. ‘The confidence 
placed in them was well placed; and, 
although they had to face the very worst 
week of this veryhard winter, they produced 
the head of a $00-pounder.' Not far from 
a huudred people sat down to supper. 
‘After supper dancing was resumed and 
kept up to nearly four o'clock this morning. 
‘The wnanimous verdict arrived at by all 
present was that it was the pleasantest, 
mrettiost and in every way most successful 
i! ever given here. Sonie even were rash 
enough to venture the opinion that it was 
almost as as could be given at the 
Country Club on, one of its specially exclu- 
sive occasions, Perhaps it would be more 
truthful to say—and on this point Hankow 
ig always particular—that it was as nearly 
up to the Country Club standard as Pro- 
vineiais can hope to get. 
29rd February. 














(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


1 paid visit the other day to the Imperial 
elephants of which two—a male and female 
—are still alive. In winter they are kept 
in houses with thick wooden floors, but in 
summer they are sometimes taken outside, 
and on the Gth day of the 6th moon they 
are taken to the city moat and the male—a 
very large and handsome animal—accom- 
panies the Empress to the Temple of Heaven. 
‘They never see each other, and are fed on 





| straw tied up is bundles in the inside of 


which boiled rice in placed. The compound 
in which their houses stand is very large, 
and origivally there must have been houses 
for a couple of scores of elephants but most 
of the houses are now roofless. ‘Those still 
living have been taught a number of tricks, 
such as to courtsey, to kotow, blow their 
trumpets, eat and ‘drink when required, 
etc. Perhaps the Burmese who are to send 
decennial tribute to China may bring some 
elephants with their fist anision and so 
replenish our stock. 

‘After the elephants we went to the 
execittion ground where we found nine 
heads of lately decapitated erin:inals ex- 
posed in baskets. A large multitude stood 
around gaping at the heads, the faces of 
which were quite red coloured, not. pale, 
whether this is the result of the cold or of 
the sudden shock at the moment of deea- 
pitation, the bleeding vessels being cot 
stricted, or from some other cause it is 
impossible to say. ‘The heads are allowed 
to remain there for months ; the strect is a 
busy one, too, a large vegetable market 
being held in 

Great preparations have been makinj 
lately for the presentation at the Britis 
Legation of Mey's Diversions and after a 
very successful private rehearsal the piece 
was produced on the 9th. It went off 
brilliantly, before alarge audience, including 
nearly all the members of the Foreign 
Legations, a few other members of our 
community and some people from Tien- 
tain. Where all acted eo well, it would 
be invidious to mention any one in 
particular. I shall therefore only say that 
‘on the conclusion of the piece the company 
were twice called forward and received an 
ovation, ‘There were some refreshments 
served in the Billiard Room and a little 
dancing was done. 

‘The costume ball at the Inspector-Gene- 
ral's has come off successfully, Everything 
in the way of preparation had been done, 
both for the amusement and comfort of the 
guest and the result has been most satisfac- 
tory. During the first half of the evening 
the guests wore masks and this gave oppor- 
tunities for the persiflage and humour usual 
at such scenes, and as many of the dresses 
were superb, the coup Weil was magni- 
ficent. I wish I could describe some of the 
ladies’ and gentlemen's dresses, but I cannot 
attempt to do so, About a hundred and 
twenty guests were present. ‘The Polonaise 
was danced before and the Cotillon after 
supper. 

Herr von Brandt had arranged to have 
the Tientsin band playing in the German 
Legation on the 13th, and all Peking would 
have been there, but the news of the sad 
condition of the Crown Prince has caused 
this and the musical concert to be post- 
poned. 

‘Mr. Bullock read a most interesting paper 
on the fall ofthe Mings atthe last meeting 
of thé Peking Oriental Society, in the Bri- 
tish Legation. ‘There was an_ excellent 
attendance, and some discussion after- 
wards, followed by s Social Mesting. I 
hear that when Mr. Brenan goes to Eng- 
Iand on leave this summer, Mr. Bullock 
take his place at Tientsin ; by that time Mr. 
Hiller will have returned here. Mr. Bullock 
will make good Consul and will well 














represent British interests in Tientsin, where 


he is already known, 


and gewgans, were high 
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has 
‘been very sharp and we have had two 
Fomnder of the strength of the North, 
west blow and the disagreeables that 
accompany it namely, cold and dust. Lega- 
tion quarter is now enlivened, as it, always 
ie in Winter, by tho prosenee of many 
Mongols with their wives, whose h 
resses are gaudily ornamented, and hand- 
some camels, 
9th February. 


CHINESE NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS. 
AT WENCHOW. 

_ Foreigners and Chinese at Wenchow en- 
joyed in part the holiday season conjointy, 

*he closing exercises of Mrs. Stott’s school 
for Chinese girls, and Mr. Soothill’s for 
boys, consisted first, of a distribution of 
presents which had been provided in the 
former caso by their kind mistress (now 
at home). ‘They were embowered in a large 
illuminated New Year tree and being useful 
things, rather than perishable gimeracks 

ly appreciated, 

ling sourco of in- 


The weather since the end of January 








‘Then that never 





struction and amusement, a magic lantern, 


the first seen in Wenchow, was exhibited 
Mr. Acting Commissioner Brazier, 
he scenes were witnessed with pleasurable 
wonderment by the childrens and their 
rents, who never before learnt so much 
in to short a time, nor enjoyed! more de- 
it. 
stmours of the magical performances 
were bruited abroad, which led Mr. Brazier 
to repeat the exhibition in the Chapel of 
the Inland Mission, which was attended by 
the high ofticials, or their deputies, and many 
of the literati, and subsequently the instri- 
ment did duty in the chief Yaién, for the 
mandarinate, their staff and families. 

Now the happy thought has struck the 
active brain of the Taotai’s aceiiten, to 
have an exhibition in Mx. Stott's chapel for 
the well-to-do among the citizens, who are 
to be charged for admission, the procceds 
to be appropriated to the fund for relief of 
sufferers on the Yellow River, tho gen- 

and clever Aberdonian being lecturer. 
Mr. Donovan, through whose good offices 
the use of the magic lantern was obtained 
from Dr, Williamson, is thanked as well 
as that learned and urbane gentleman, for 
that means of enlightenment and good- 
fellowship which this lean, lank and drowsy 
port has just enjoyed. 

Finally, theannual distribution of candies 
and cakes at the extensive native orphan 
asylum came off. Its inmates, blind, 
mite, idiotic, paralytic, ricketty, deformed 
children, each received'a packet, some three 
hundred in number, and afew oranges. At 
the close there was an amusing scramble 
among the nurses, attendants and urchins 
(street Arabs who had forced themselves 
in) for that luscious, toothsome, quinine- 
flavoured fruit, tho Wenchow orange. 

For one hour at least the hapless inmates 
of that humane institution experienced 
joyful emotions, the recollection of which 
and sosipatioos, of its recurrence will 
soothe and beguile many weary hours in 
the interim, 

As usual and natural in affairs of this 
sort, the graceful and humanising, compas- 
sionate sex was prominent throughout, 
Women do not need to be told, they in- 
stinetively know, that in striving to diffuse 
happiness and mitigating sorrow through 
life’s thorny path they accumulate uncloy- 
able pleasure, stores of heart treasure, 
soutees of enjoyment of which its possessors 
can never be bereft. 

Q 


Wenchow, Feb., 1888. 
COREA. 


—_.—_ 
(Fost A CORRESPONDENT.) 
Seoul, 3rd Feb. 1888, 
A few months ago I made known to you 
the fact that a large block of buildings in 
this city—the property of the King, wha 
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Teises the houses to merchants,—was burnt 
to the ground. In this connection I have 
now to inform you that the reconstruction 
of the block was commenced lately. It aj 

pears that some audacious traitors thought 
they would seize the opportunity afforded 


thom of placing 2 scandalous inscription | 


upon the main beams of the building, 
couched in the following terms :— 

“This sacred beam was erected on the 
eighth day of the twelfth moon of the 
thirteenth year of Kwang Si—Tah Ching 

oe 


‘This infamous inscription has been de- 
nouneed by the Liberals, Unionists and 
foreigners generally as a dastarily outrage 
tupon the reigning dynasty of Corea. Tt is 
probable that the Governor of Seoul and 
other high functionaries will be disgraced 
respecting this afr. 

nthe 29th of last month M, Wacher, 
H.LR.M. representative, succeeded in ar- 
8 final settlement of the conven- 
long talked of—respecting the 
opening of m town in the North East of 
Corea to trade, It is said to be the town 
of Kiting Hung, about 40 miles on the Co- 
rean side of the frontier. ‘Thus the wily 
Russians have succeeded in establishing 
their right to roam over the Southern 
shores of the Tumen river. What will John 
Bull say to this? 

‘The administration of the Customs service 
by officials of the Chinese Customs Service 
is highly exasperating to native oficinls. A 
few days ago, a meeting of leading Liberals 
and Unionists, dissatisfied with the conduct 
of Messrs Merrill and Schoenicke, was held 
at which a very important resolution was 

wed. I subjoin a translation of the same : 
—' That the collection of the Royal Corean 
Customs Revenues at the Open Ports by 
ofiicials who hold appointments under the 
Chinese Government and who are members 
of the Chinese Cutoms Service constitu- 
tes — 

1, An anomaly avithout parallel in the 
history of the wold. 

2, Ta opposed to the principles of the law 
of nations, 

3. Is lowering to the prestige of H. M. 
the King. 

4, Is a sevions menace to the independence 
of Corea. 

5, Is calewlated to lead to grave interna- 
tional complications. 

It is therefore resolved to have a copy of 
this resolution forwarded to the King with 
8 memorial praying for the discontinuance 
of such a dangerous state of affairs and the 
prompt substitution of officials appointed by 
the Corean Government for those who now 
control the Customs Service and collect the 
Revenue at the Open Ports. 

Tam informed the resolution was duly 
forwarded to the King. His Majesty has 
formally notified the Powers that the 
‘Memorial (so-called) which was lately pub- 
lished purporting to be from himself to the 
Emperor of China is an infamous forgery ; 
and that, thosoerer (if a Corean) is con- 
nected therewith will suffer death by burn- 
ing. On dit Ming-Ung-Sik, Conservative 
leader, is under suspicion at present in con- 
nection therewith, 

The Herculean task of reorganising the 
land forces of Corea and placing them on a 
proper war footing has been entrusted to 

ieut. F, J. H. Nieustead, an American 
Citizen. Lieut. Nieustead lately arrived 
here with his wife and family, and is now 
actively engaged in his arduous task. This 
gentleman is identically the same dashing 
officer who distinguished himself in Formosa 
some years ago when fighting under the 
redoubtable General Saigo against the 
On Gollege, wherein the Bs ish ta 

A College, wherein the English lan; 
andtelegraphy are the chief subjects tzonter, 
was opened here on the Ist day of the 12th 
moon, under the superintendence of Mr. 
T. Hallifax,—China Mail. 



































JAPAN. 


The Yokohama Marv which arrived on 
Monday, brought dates from Yokchama to 
the 21st, and from Kobe to the 23rd inst. 
The Keicai Zasshi, commenting on Pre- 
sident Cleveland's ‘message to Congress, 
proposes that Japan and the United States 
should agree on a mutual abolition of 
duties on each other's products. The Mait 
remarks that it is strange that one of the 
leading journals of Japan should apparently 
be ignorant of the fact that there are most- 
favoured-nation clauses in the Treaties, 
which prohibit Japan’s making any such 
arrangement with one Power, to the exclu- 
sion of the others. Another subscription 
of $1,500 by the Chinese residents in 
Yokohama to the Yellow River Fund, 
was transmitted to Shanghai on the 14th 
inst. A very successfulafternoon musical,” 
was given at the Engineering College at 
‘Toranomon on the Ith, by Professor 
Sauvletand the pupils of the Uyeno Musical 
School. Vocal and instrumental music, 
foreign and native, was performed by the 
uupils, and the day, being the national 
‘ofiday in honour of the first Emperor of 
Japan, Jimmu Tenno, was signalised by 
the performance of an original carol by the 
gentleman who fills the proud post. of 
“Head of the Poetical Bureau in the Im- 
perial Household.” A correspondent of 
the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, writing from 


America, bewails the degraded lot of the | to 


jinricsha coolie, who is worse off than a 
slave ; but the Mail holds that he is no 
worse off than any other man who lives by his, 
physical exertion, A foreign resident who 
rents a Japanese house in one of the suburbs 
of the capital, was recently horrified at 
finding © human ear, nicely sliced off 
lying on the grass plot under his fen 

Mr. George Paunceforte, who will be 
membered by the older generation of ama- 
teur actors here, is about to give a repre- 
sentation of Bulwer Lytton’s Money in 
Yokohama, having secured the services of 
amateurs to fill the principal parts. Tor- 
pedo boats are as erratic in Japan as they 
are at home. One of them, returning from 





a cruise ran into an iron water-boat in the | 


harbour and sank her. A large number of 
residents of Yokohama have sent Mr. 
Wash Norton a letter offering him a ben 
fit, and stating that his entertainment 
one of the best if its kind which has 
visited Yokohama.” The Mainichi Shim- 
bun rejoices that popular interest in the 
results of local elections has greatly aug- 
mented, but fears that ‘Japan will soon 
become familiar with the corrupt and demo- 
ralising viees of electioneering in the West.” 
A Japanese garden, to cost 60,000 yen, is 
to Be formed in the enclosure of the Paris 
Exhibition, the funds having been provided 
ata meeting recently held. The Afail has 
an appreciative note on the death of Mr. 
Henry Pryer, which took place, from 
pneumonia, on the 17th instant. A fare- 
well entertainment is to be given to Justice 
and Mrs, Hannen, in testimony of the 
unanimous respect which Mr. Hannen’s 
snch has inspired. Gocd 
houses of the Ew type are offerin 
for lease in Tokio. The Murata rifles wi 
which the troops are partially armed, are 
to be converted into repeaters, of the 
American type, in Japan, where this can be 
done at comparatively’ trifing expense. 
The Nippon Ginko (Bank of Japan) has 
declas ‘a dividend at the rate of 12 per 
cent. for the past half-year, being 1 percent. 
better than the dividend for the first half 
of 1887. There are 91 steamers running 
between Osaka and the southern ports, 








career on the 














Behing Gazettes. 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE EMPEROR'S 
MARRIAGE. 

January 20th.—(1) A Decree. In a 

former Decree on the subject of the grand 








observances in connection with the mar- 
riage of His Majesty, We commanded that 
the Princes and high Ministers of the 
department specially ¢ with the 
conduct of the ceremony should be furnished 
beforehand, for presentation to the Throne, 
with a list of the prices of the. various 
articles required, and that their sanction. 
should be obtained before entering into 
any arrangement in the matter. Our ob- 
ject was, while giving due importance to 
the coremony in question, to exercise pro- 
supervision over the expenditure. ‘To- 
day the Board of Works states, on the 
authority of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment, that with the exception of embroi- 
dery, the various stuffs, such as sati 
wze, and damask, required for flags and 
nners, are still unprovided and asks that 
sanetion may be given for taking steps to 
procure them. We repeat Our command 
that the supply of the foregoing articles be 
postponed for a time, and We remind the 
various departments concerned of the ne- 
cessity of adhering strictly to Our previous 
orders, and obtaining sanction beforehand 
for the purchase of all the articles that 
may be required. 
TABLET FOR TEMPLE IN HUPEI. 

(2) During last summer there was an 
unusual overflow of the Yangtze i 
Prefecture of Ching-chou in Huy 
caused considerable distress, ant 
t anxiety for the safety of a 
embankment outside the city walls. 














large 
their distress th le offered t 

heir distress the le offered prayers at 
the temple of the river deity, aa duly 
received deliverance from all their troubles. 
As a token of gratitude for the divine pro- 
tection vouchsafed on this occasion, the 
Emperor has been pleased to order that a 


tablet, prepared by the Imperial College 

of Inscriptions, be forwarded to Hupei to 

be roverently suspended in the temple of 

the River God, 

NAVAL INSPECTION RY THE ADMIRAL OF THE 
yaNonze, 

January 21st—(1) The Admiral of the 
Yangtze ‘reports that, after inspecting 
the other forces under his orders, he 
reviewed a number of the vessels com- 
posing the steam fleet attached to his 
command, He first paid a visit to Nan- 

ing in order that he might have an 
interview with the Viceroy, and then 
descended the riverto Woosung. ‘There he 
exercised the officers and men in rifle prac- 
tice and general drill. This being finished, 
he departed for a cruise, taking with him 
the Nan-shen, Nan-jui, K'ai-eht, Pao-min 
and Teng-ying-chow. He visited’ Chin-hai, 
Chusan, and other places near Ningpo, 
inspecting the various forts, and while at 
sea making the crews work the big guns 
and practise shooting at a target. On his 
return to Woosung he inspected the troops 
in the forts, aud left orders that the men 
must be regularly drilled and constant 
reports be forwarded to him. He then 
steamed up the Yangtze again, visiting Kua- 
chou, Hu-k'ou, Han-yang, and Yo-chou, 
where the troops went throvgh theirmilitary 
exercises in a most creditable manner, At 
Wuch‘ang Fu, and again in Wubu, the 
Memorialist had the pleasure of meeting the 
Imperial Commissioner, P‘eng Yii-lin, and 
took oomned with hin ‘concerning matters 
relating to the defence. of the Yangtze, 
He afterwards inspected the new despatch 
vessel, the Huan-t‘ai, which had arrived 
at Nanking from Foochow, where it was 
built. He found it was of the same size 
and horse-power as the Ching-ch‘ing and 
K‘ai-chi, and that it was fitted with excel- 
lent engines and machinery. He next 
descended to Woosung and visited the 
thirteen steam-vessels there assembled. 
‘Their crews mustered in full numbers, and 
the men were strong and vigorous. Accom- 
panied by this fleet he steamed north to 
the coast of Shantung, putting in at various 
places and exercising the ships in mancetvr- 

ice. The captains and 








ing and gun practice. 
cieers all proved well skilled in navigation 
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and working calculations, On the 8th of 
December, he returned to Woosung, where 
the troops in the forts were drilled in his 
presence once more. 

PUNDS FOR ALTAT POST STATIONS. 

(2) The Military Governor of Chahar 
reports the appropriation of Tis. 21,877, 
for the expenses during the coming year of 
the forty-four post stations on the military 
road across Mongolia to the Altai Moun- 
tains, In this sum are included military 
pay, the cost of horses and sheep, and ex- 
penditure for stationery and such like arti- 
cles. 

SANT AN APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 

January 22nd.—(1) The Governor of | 
Shantung reports the rehearing of a case 
which had. been made the subject of an 
appeal to the Emperor in person. ‘The ap- 
pellunt, Wang Yu-fu, was a native of Kuan- 
eh‘eng’ Hsien, and the respondent, Shih 
Yang-lu, a farmer who lived near him. ‘The 
appellant was the owner of a graveyard, by 
the side of which ran a narrow road leading 
toa field of the respondent's. In the sum- 
mer of 1883, during the harvest, the re- 
spondentand a cousin were driving a loaded 
waggon along the road, when the appellant, 
who feared they would injure the graves in 
his ground, came forward and stopped them. 
A wrangle commenced, in the course of 
which the cousin hit the appellant over the 
hoad with a stick. ‘The Intter brought an 
action in the local court. ‘The Magistrate 
decided that there was a right of way as 
claimed by the respondent, and that he 
must not be prevented from using the road ; 
also, as the appellant's head was healed, he 
merely sentenced the cousin to receive 
slight flogging. ‘The appellant then laid « 
complaint first before thePrefects and after- 
srarde before tho Chief Justice ; but in both 
eases the same decision was given as at the 
first trial. He still, however, remained 
firmly imbued with'the idea that an in- 
jary waa baing done to the feng-shut of 

‘is graveyard, and that the case had been 
won by means of bribes ; and he there- 
fore went twice to Peking, where he pre- 
sented appeals at the General of the Gen- 

rmerie’s Oftice, But as the appeals showed 
discrepancies of fact, they were not re- 
ceived, and he was sent back to Shantung, | 
where the Magistrate gave him into the | 
charge of two friends, who undertook to | 
be responsible for him, Still, however, he | 
‘was not content; and journeying once more | 
to Peking, he took the illegal step of arrest 
ing the chair of the Emperor as it passe 
along © public road. ‘The petition ‘which 
he presented on this last occasion con- 
tained a number of exaggerated and untrue 
statements, which he added for the sake of 
obtaining w hearing. ‘The Momorialist finds 
that the fucts as narrated above represent. 
undoubted truth; also that the appellant 
was really under a misapprehension and 
had not brought his action either from 
ulterior motives or at the instigation of 
other parties. But he sentences him to re- 
ceived a hundred blows and to be banished | 
to nent frontier, nuch being the penalties 
laid down in the law for the offence of 
stopping the Emperor’s chair. The men 
who became responsible for the appellent 
are condemned, under the law against im- 
proper conduct, to receive forty blows each 
with the lighter bamboo for allowing him 
to come to Peking and present his appeal 
to the Emperor.— Approved by Rescript. 

REPAIRS TO IMPERIAL COACH-HOUSES AT 

MOUKDEN. 

(2) The authorities at Moukden request 
permission to spend a sum of Tis. 3,292 in | 
repairing the coach and chair-houses be- 
longing to the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment in that city:—Referred to the Board 
of Works. 

CHARGE OF EXTORTION AGAINST A GENERAL. 

January 23rd.—{1) A Major in the army, 
‘Liu Chan by name, has brought a change 
against his superior oficer, Wu Ruang-liang, 
the Brigadier-General of Taiwan, whom he 









































accuses of trying to extort money. In the 
first instance the complainant received a 
letter asking him to lend the General Tis. 
800; and afterwards, at the time of the 
triennial scrutiny, it was to him 
by one of the General's clerks that he 
should pay Tis. 400, in return for which he 
would not be subjected to examination. 
In proof of his statement he handed in two 
letters bearing on the subject. The Taotai 
of Taiwan having been ordered to investi 
gate these charges, reported that an en- 
deavour was made to explain away the first 
charge by saying the General had not 
attempted to borrow money, but had merely 
asked for repayment of a loan made by him 
tothe complainant when they were stationed 
together in the Chang-hua District ; and 
that the clerk, who was alleged to have 
asked for the second bribe, utterly denied 
baring done any such thing, and arer- 
red that he had never gone near the 
complainant, except on a single occasion for 
the purrose of returning a call made by the 
latter. It appears, however, that the letter 
regarding the loan does not read as if it 
were demanding payment of a debt, and 
there is a suspicious circumstance in the 
fact that the General removed the complain- 
ant from a post occupied by him. The 
high authorities therefore beg that the 
General may be withdrawn from his 
appointment in order that all the parties 
concerned may be confronted with each 
other ; as without such a measure it does 
not seem possible to elicit the truth.— 
Approved by Reserpt. 
LAND SURVEYING IN FORMOSA, 

(2) The Viceroy at Foochow and the 
Governor of Formosa represent that there 
is great confusion in the island with regard 
to the ownership of property and payment 
of land-tax, there being much ground which 

joeds belong- 








does not correspond with the 
ing to it, or for which no deeds at all have 
been issued. In order to 1 the people 
the trouble which would occasioned if 
these matters were set right by the local 
authorities, it is intended to issue certi 
ficates of measurement from the Provincial 
‘Treasurer's Office, which will be given to 
the landowners and retained by them, till 
they desire to transfer their property, when 
new deeds will be issued in the regular form. 
‘The cost of executing the survey which has 
been made represents a very large sum. In 
each district there have been from ten to 
twenty parties sent out, and the total sum. 
expended is not less then 200,000 (? strings 
of cash, dollars or taels), in addition to 
which there will be further expenses for re- 
surveying, making plans and registers, and 
providing printed forms, So far, all the 
money used has been advanced by the local 
authorities and the Board for the Restora- 
tion of Order, nothing having been taken 
from the people. But these advances must 
be repaid, as there are no surplus funds, 
and every cash is required for the 

needs of the government, It is believed 
that, when Kiangsu and other Provinces 
were surveyed, rate was levied on the 
land. It is now proposed to fellow this plan, 
and charge $1.50, $2, or $2.60 on every 
square of eleven mu, according as the land 
be of inferior, medium, or superior quality, 
the rate being collected when the certi- 
ficates of measurement are issued. As most 
of the land is inferior, the charge will 
average Jess than 200 eash per mu : and for 
the payment of this small sum the people 
will have the advantage of getting clear and 
accurate title deeds. Some time since the 
Memorialists presented a proposal for 
building a railway in Formosa at the public 
expense. ‘This was approved by the Board 
of Admiralty, and sanctioned by His 
Majesty the Emperor. But last September 
the Board of Revenue wrote to enquire from 
what source the very sum needed 
would be provided. The Memorialists can 
suggest no source except the surplus from 
the survey rate after the expenses of the 
survey have been deducted. What the 








amount will be cannot be stated till the 
collection has been completed.—Approved 
by Reseript. 

TRIBUTE FROM KURICHOW. 

January 24th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kueichow reports that he is sending tho 
customary offerings of local origin from his 

rovince for the use of His Majesty the 

uperor, ‘The articles comprise sandal 
wood, cinnabar, hartall, and various kinds 
of tea, 

HONAN. APPEAL TO EMPEROR IN PERSON. 

January 2Q5th.—(1) ‘The Governor of 
Honan presents a report concerning an 
appeal made to the Emperor in person by 
a woman from the district of Lo-shan 
Hsien, The petitioner was a widow named 
Huang Teng. In 1880, she obtained 
permission for herself and another widow, 
named Ho Chao, to live in her brother's 
house. The brother, hearing that a certain 
Ch‘en Tzit-shan had been commissioned to 
buy a wife for another person, conceived 
the idea of passing off Ho ‘Chao as a 
woman bought by himself and geresing to 
sell her to Ch‘en Tzii-shan's client. The 
bargain was made, aud the price fixed at 
eighty stringscf cash, of whichsixty werepaid 
down and the remainder were to be given 
when the marriage took place. ‘The brother 
thus got possession of a considerable sum, 
‘but of course had no woman to deliver to 
the broker. The latter soon found out the 
trick, and meeting the swindler on the road 
one day, used some strong language and 
demanded back his money. From words 
they came to blows The swindler struck 
the broker with a stick used for driving 
piss The latter wrested the weapon from 

jim and hit him so violently on the head 
with it that he died soon after, The case 
was tried, and the murderer was condemned 
to be strangled, But after three reprieves 
his sentence was commuted to that of tran- 
sportation to Turkestan, on the way to which 

lace hedied. As the brother who had been 

illed was very poor, @ public subserip- 
tion was made for his funeral expenses, 
and eighty strings of cash collected. ‘The 
widow wanted to get hold of some of the 
money; and when she failed to do so, in 
revenge she brought a charge of embezzle- 
ment against the people who had made 
the collection, ‘The decision being given 
ggainat her, she then tried another plan. 
She had been present at the investigation 
into her brother's death, and had acquies- 
ced completely in the proceedings, Never- 
theless, she now charged a number of 
members of the broker's family with having 
assaulted and murdered her brother. She 
said that the man condenmed for the crime 
had been paid by them to take the guilt 
on himself, and to support her story, she 
alleged that the local constable and the 
magistrate’s clerks had accepted bribes and 
falsified the evidence. Her case being 
dismissed the local authorit she 
went to Peking, where she presented five 
petitions, one after another, to the Board 
of Censors. But the Censors, finding dis- 
crepancies in her story, refused to give 
her assistance. At last they sent her 
back to Honan, where an enquiry was held, 
The istrate decided against her, punish- 
ed her slightly, and forbade her to give any 
more trouble, Again, however, she went 
to Peking and appealed to the Censors. She 
was sent back in custody, but eseaped from 
her guards shortly before reaching her des- 
tination. She made her way once more to 
Peking, and stopped the Emperor's chair 
in the street. For this offence the penal 
is transportation to a near frontier, whi 
should increased to transportation to 
the most distant frontier, because she 
deliberately preferred a charge of murder 
against innocent persons, and which should 
be again incr to transportation to an 
unhealthy district on the most distant 
frontier, because she effected her escape 
from custody. But as these punishments 
are not applicable to female offenders, the 
‘Memorialist has sentenced her to be impri- 
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soned for three years, at the end of which 
her case ‘will be considered, and she 
receive such treatment as she shows her- 
self to deserve.—Approved by Rescript. 
A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 
January 26th.—(1) The Viceroy of Chihli 
reports ‘the decision he has arrived at with 
reference to an appeal presented to the 
Emperor in person and remitted to the 
provincial authorities for investigation. The 
case is remarkable from the very unusual 
fact that the petitionergainshispoint, though 
that does not save him from the penalty 
for the offence committed by him in arrest- 
ing the Emperor's chair. In the year 1885 
a of distress was occasioned by 
floods in part of the district of Nan-p‘i. 
The Government determined to distribute 
charity, and two men from the flooded 
district, Liu T’ai-ch‘ang aud Liu Hsi-yuan, 
undertook to manage the distribution. ‘First 
an agent was sent round to make: list 
of the sufferers, and then the Magistrate 
visited the houses to verify it and distribute 
relief tickets. Some of the people had in 
the meantime disappeared, or did not care 
to accept relief, aud their tickets were 
‘iven to Liu T‘ai-ch‘ang to be cancelled. 
jut, instead of doing this, he and Liu Hi 
yuan presented the tickets and drew the 
Tice for their own use, This came to the 
ears of the petitioner, who was an inhabit- 
ant of the same village, and he lodged a 
t in the Magistrate's court. ‘The case 
roved ; but the petitioner was not 
fled with the severity of the sentence 
‘and appealed to the higher autho- 
Tities. ’ They, however, confirmed the Ma- 
gistrate’s decision, upon which the peti- 
tioner proceeded to Peking and ap 
to the Emperor in person. The Memo- 
rialist found it difficult to decide what 
would be the proper punishment for the 
offenders, as there is no law oie f 
bearing on the case, He has discovered. 
however, in a legal work, that a similar 
case once occurred in Anhui, and on that 
occasion the guilty parties were dealt 
with under the act relating to the em- 
Dezzlement of government stores by the 
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satis! 




















persons in charge of them, Ho therefore 
rroposes to apply the same act in the pre- 
Tent caso, ‘The value of the embezzled 
rice, which is Tls. 37, has been recovered 





by the Magistrate, but the gravity of the 
offence is such that the punishnient can- 
not be remitted on that account. The sen- 
tence, therefore, will be four years’ banish- 
ment’and a flogging of one htindred blows. 
For arresting the Emperor's chair, the 
petitioner must be condemned to receive 
one hundred blows and to be transported 
toa near frontier, If it be found that, as 
he avery, he is the only son of an aged 
mother, he will be entitled to the mitiga- 
tion granted in such cases—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

‘THE ‘* PAU-TAH.” COMPLAINT AS TO TREAT- 

MENT OF WRECKERS. 

January Zth.—(1) A Decree of the 
Emperor notices the ‘complaints made by 
certain Censors to the effect that when the 
steamer Pav-tah was wrecked, a worthless 
member of the local gentry, acting in col- 
lusion with the Magistrate of the district, 
harassed and ill-treated the people ; also 
thattroops were called in and a number of 
lives taken without cause. The Governor 
of Shantung, who was ordered to investigate 
the case, has now furnished a report on. it. 
It appears that the inhabitants of the 
villages on the coast plundered the Pu-tah 
after shewas wrecked. ‘The Magistrate with 
the assistance of a military graduate named 
Yii T'ing-kao, attompted to restore order, 
‘ut the people offered violent resistance to 
hin, fired on his guard with fatal effect, 
snd finally coerced him into giving a written 
guarantee that no proceedi idbetaken 

inst them. The Taotai of Chefoo, Shen; 

jian-huai, went to the spot, ncoenpaniet 
bes, body of troops under the command 
of General; but the people held out aguint 
themfor twodays, refusingeither tosurfeq- 





igsho 


will | Atlast the villages were 








der the offenders or give up their plunder. 

e searched by force, 
and certain offenders seized, some of whom. 
were released on bail and the others sent 
to the provincial capital for trial. The 
troops did not use firearms, nor were any 
lives lost. It being shown that the com- 
plaints as to the ill-treatment of the villagers 
are entirely false, and that no persons were 
wrongfully arrested or tortured while under 
examination, no further notice will be taken 
of the Censors’ Memorials. But the Ma- 
gistrate, who first showed himself unable 
to control his People and then gave a 
guarantee against further proceedings, is 
ordered to be dismissed from the service 
for incapacity and cowardice. The military 
graduate is likewise deprived of his rank, 
as his reputation is reported* to be very 
indifferent, though the particular charges 
against him on the present occasion are 
found to be entirely untrue, 


THE MINISTERS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE 
REINSTATED IN THEIR YORMER POSITION. 

January 28th.—(1) By a Decree dated 
the 25th February, 1887, the Ministers of 
the Board of Revenue were deprived of 
their buttons for a Memorial which they 
presented on the currency question, The 
officers on whom this sentence was passed 
were Yen Ching-ming, Controller of the 
Board ; the two Presidents Fu-k‘un and 
Wen Téung-ho, and the four Vice-presidents 
Sung-shén, Sun Yi-ching, Ching-shan, and 
Sun Chia-nai. As a special act of grace, 
all the above have now been restored to 
their former rank, 

(2) Yen Ching-ming returns thanks for 
the three months’ local leave which has 
been granted him. 


APPROPRIATION BY A MILITARY OFFICER OF 
‘SOLDIERS’ PAY. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
‘on the case of Wu Chin-hung, an officer 
holding the rank of Commander-in- 
Chief, who got behind in his accounts and 
was found to have withheld the payment 
of the troops for sonte time after it fell 
due. Though his dilatoriness in making 
disbursements is explained to some extent 
by illness, there is no doubt in Meaoria- 
list’s mind about his having taken loans of 
public money for his private use. In the 
end he made good all that he had so used, 
but not until its absence was discovered, 
and -the interests of. military discipline 
require that he should be adequately 
punished. He is accordingly to be dis- 
missed for ever from the public service and 
to be kept at his native place under official 
surveillance, su as to prevent him in the 
future from practising similar frauds. 

REDUCTIONS IN PROVINCIAL ARMIES, 

(4) In order to meet the Yellow River 
emergency, the Board of Revenue has 
been obliged to order certain reductions in 
the provincial expenditure and to resort to 
several exceptional methods of taxation. 
Of the latter the most important is a pro 
ratd contribution to be levied on salt mer- 
chants, pawnbrokers, and bankers, while 
one of the principal economies to be effected 
is the total abolition of the camp-followers 
in the provincial armies. In Chékiang this 
is to take effect from the eleventh month of 
the present year, and the amount so saved, 
which represents the pay of 1,380 men, ix 
‘Tis.4,140 per month. 

AN OFFICER SHOOTS TWO MEMBERS OF 316 
STAFF. 

(5) Some months ago a Colonel named 
Ch‘én Tsung-shéng, who was in command 
of a military, encatopment on the confines 
of Thi and Tarbagatai, e so violent 
and overbearing that i¢ was found necessary 
to replace him. On hearing that he was 
oie Ceerery Colonel ae Ss 
veloj ms of insanity, which en 
one day oently in his shooting two of his 
subalterns, with foreign plato He was 
immediately secured and carefully 
Until his suacessor arrived. The latter held 
‘an investigation into the circumstances, and 























found that the above account of the affair 
was confirmed by a large number of wit- 
nesses, |The culprit has been eashicred 
preparatory to a formal indictment for the 
atrocious murder of two of his subalterns. 


CHARGES AGAINST AN OFFICER IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE SPIKING OF A GUN. 

(6) About a year ago one of the guns in 
the fort at P‘au-shih in Chékiang was found 
to be spiked, and the officer in command, 
a Major named Fang Yi-té, was degraded 
for his negligence in the matter, A num- 
ber of other charges were subsequently 
brought against the same officer, and an 
inguiry into his conduc, has been! conduc: 
ted by the Taotai and Brigadier-General 
of Wenchow. He was accused of having 
appropriated the allowances of the soldiers, 
but no proof has been fortheoming to sub: 
stantiate either this or the other charges. 
He paid ten dollars toa skilled workman 
to remove the obstruction in the gun, and 
though he at first thought of deducting 
the amount from the suldiers’ pay, he 
abandoned the idea on seeing that it would 
be resented. The pay-sheets, duly signed, 
were produced in evidence, and nothing 
further than a neglect of duty was shown 
in failing in the first instance to prevent 
the act and afterwards in not arresting the 
person who committed it. 

ACTING APPOINTMENT OP COMMANDES-IN- 

CHER IN YUNNAN, 

January 29th.—Some months ago a De+ 

cree appeared announcing the compulsory 
retirement on account of age and infirmity 
of Huang Wu-hsien, the commander: 
chief of Yiinnan, and nominating Feng T2it- 
ts‘ai as his successor. Tho latter has been 
detained in.comnection with some military 
arrangements in Canton and his post. in 
Yiinnan is to be temporarily filled by Ts‘ai- 
piso, the, Brigade General vf Kaun 
In reporting his assumption of the acting 
appointment, Ts‘ai-piao draws a contrast 
between the unbounded favours he has 
received and the very trifling services he 
has beon able to render in return, Just 
as he entered upon office at K‘ai-hua the 
Annan trouble oocurred. Tn the campaign 
which followed he was entrusted with the 
command of a reserve force to protect the 
various passes and had the good fortune to 
be instrumental in securing victory. As 
soon as he gets settled down in his office at 
Tacli Fu he proposes to start for the Black 
Lolo district in the Shun-ning prefecture, 
where he hopes at an early date to effect 
the complete pacification of the county. 


REMITTANCE FROM CANTON YOR REPAIR OF 
BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER, 

30th January.—(1) During the present 
Chinese year the Canton salt revenue was 
to furnish Tis. 200,000 as a contribution to 
the Peking subsidy and Tis. 60,000 for 
defraying tle expenses of the Imperial 
Household. Tis. 150,000 of the former 
and Tis. 40,000 of the latter amount hud 
already been forwarded and an officer was 
on the point of starting with the balance, 
when a telegram was received from the 
Board of Revenue stating that all sums due 
to it for the present year from all the re 
venue stations in the Empire were to be 
diverted to Honan for the repair of the 
breach in the Yellow River. Tis. 50,000, 
being the balance due on account of the 
Peking subsidy, have accordingly been re- 
imitted in bills to Li Hung-chang. who will 
forward them on to the river authorities. 
If this sum had been sent to the Board it 





























would have been Tis. 
1,500 for difference in 

tenance money.” This is. sent separately 
with the Tls. 10,000 due to the Imperial 


Household, accompanying which latter sum 

‘Tis. 330 have been forwarded for porterage 

and loss by exchange. 

FURTHER PROVISION FOR RELIEF OF SUF 

FERERS BY YELLOW RIVER CALAMITY. 

(2) A Decree. We have already authorised 

the retention of the grain tax that was to 

have been gonveyed this year by the Grand 
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Canal, for the relief of the distress in the 
various departments ond districts along the 
banks of the river Huai in Anhui, and We 
have allowed the Governor to remit or 
Postpone the collection to such a degree as 

je may consider necessary for alleviating 
the burdens of the people. Having regard, 
However, to the fact that the cultivable 
lands in the districts in question are still 
under water, and to the length of time that 
must still elapse before next year’s crops 
will be available to provide sustenance for 
the hungry people, the thought of whose 
sufferings deprives Us of Our rest by night 
aud day, We order the authorities of Anhui 
to apportion a sum of Tis. 50,000 from the 
grain tax commutation of previous years for 
relief purposes during the coming spring, 
and We command the Wuho Customs to 
furnish a sitnilar amount of Tis. 50,000 to be 
applied to the same object. The Governor 
will send officers to superintend the distri- 
bution of the money and will take care that 
no fraud is practised. 


EXEMPTION OF ALL DUTIES 
EXPORTED FROM HAL 

(3) Chang Chih-tung states that he con- 
siders the felling of timber and the recla- 
mation of land to be the two most import- 
ant objects connected with the develop- 
ment of the resources of Hainan, In a 

evious Memorial he recommended that 
ied land should not be taxed till after 
term of years, and then only very light- 
ly. Timber, he says, has always been one 
of the great products of the island, but 
owing to the cost of labour and transport 
caused by the scanty population and the 
inaccessible nature of the Li country, the 
quantity that reaches the coast ports is 
very sinall, and yields an insignificant 
amount of duty. "Pho work of clearance 

hig oxplniue, to bu conducted partly by 
private enterprise. In the end, however, 
the timber will have to be sold to the 

rchants, and to attract the latter to the 
ness, it is necessary to adopt a liberal 
policy and reduce the prime cost of the 
article, “He proposes, therefore, that 
for a period of three years timber 
exported from Hoihow should be ex- 
empted from Customs, lekin, and all 
other duties. If at the end of that time 
merchants have taken. up the business on 
an extended scale and a great supply of 
timber is obtained from the hills in the 
interior, the quostion of re-imposing the 
duties will receive further consideration, 
As regards the reclamation of Innd, the 
business is at present carried on in a de- 
sultory way, and “if large areas are to be 
drought under cultivation, further encour- 
agement must be given to settlers. He 
now proposes tu issue public notitications 
offering all who succeed in reclaiming with- 
in three years arens containing from 1,000 
to 10,000 mv of land the prospect of re- 
coiving suburdinate military offices as lieu 
tonanfs and sergeants charged with th 
maintenance of order in the districts in 
which they settle, He anticipates as a 
result of the encouragement a great inflow 
of eager colonists anc the rapid opening up 
of the island. 

REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON 

CUSTOM DUTIES. 

(4) In 1883 the Board of Revenue was 
authorised to raise a fund for issuing certain 
supplementary allowances to the metro- 
politan officials, and the Canton Customs 
fevenue was to furnish a yearly contribution 
of Tis, 40,000 for the purpose. Two years 
later those allowances were incorporated as 
permanent additions to tho salaries of the 
otticials and the rations of the 
serving in Peking, and a further remittance 
of Tis. 6,000 a quarter from the four-tenths 
of the foreign Customs duties at Canton, 
which had hitherto been applied to defray 
the subsidy due from Foochow to Peking, 
was to be diverted for the purpose of 
augmenting the fund in question. The 
Canton Customs have also to forward an 


alnjust sun of Ts. 900,000 for the treasury 
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of the Privy Purse and the Imperial House- 
hold. The money is always borrowed in 
the first instance from Shansi bankers and 
repaid from the Customs duties as they 
come in. ‘The Superintendent of Customs 
‘at Canton now reports that he has forward- 
ed Tis. 94,600 to Peking in part payment 
of the foreigoing claims. The amount is 
com] of the following items :—Tls. 
10,000 as a third instalment towards the 
fund for augmenting Peking salaries ; Tls. 
6,000 as « quarterly contribution diverted 
tO the same object; Tis. 75,000 as the 
autumn quarter’s payment of the claims of 
the Household and the Privy Purse ; Tle. 
1,125 to cover the loss in weighing the 
above ; Tis. 1,875 representing the gai 
realized in the process of weighing at Can- 
ton which has now to be credited to the 
public account, and Tis, 600 for porterage 
expenses. 
APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI AT HANKOW. 

January 3ist.-—Wu-chén, the late Taotai 
at Hankow, having been obliged by sickness 
to resign his position, Chiang Jén-ching, a 
native of Anhui who has held the acting 
appoiutment far sume time, has been 
confirmed in the post. The new in- 
cumbent is sixty-one years of age and 
has a long record of public service. 
Starti 
Council’ in 1860, he served in the Tsungli 
Yamin and a number of other Metropolitan 
ices until 1870, when he received his 
t provincial appoi 
P'u-chou Fu in Shansi, where he rose to be 
Taotai ly acted as Judge and 
Lieutenant-General. “Two years ago 
transferred to Hupei, where he has 
held the post of Salt Tntendant at Wu- 
chang Fu, According to the Vi 
























Governor he has giv 
during his acting tenure of office at Hankow, 








Meetings. 





ANNUAL MEETING OF 
RATEPAYERS. 

The Annual Genoral Meeting of the 
Ratepayers in the Foreign Settlements of 
Shanghai, North of the Yang-king-pangs 
was held’ in the Masonic Hall, at 9.30 
on Monday morning, 27th February, 1888, 

‘The following is the list of Ratepayers 
present, with the number of votes held by 
each 


























Adler, Max. ...... 2 Lang, W. 
Allanson, W. 1 Lavers, E. 
Ambrose, James... 1 Lester, Henry 
Bell, Fred. H. ... 6 Liddell, C. 0. 
Bieber, Th......... 2 Little, R. Wo... 
Berry, A.J. vu. 1 Maclellan, J. W.. 
Bishop, F.C....... 1 Mactavish, J. D... 
Bomuell,Rev.W.B.2 Malherbe, R. de 
Boone, 'Rt. Rev. Marshall, F. J. 





Miller, J. I. 
Morrison, .. 
Morrison, J. K. 
Morris, Joli 
Morriss, Henry. 


ishop. 
Buchanan, J. 
Campbell, 'R. 
Carles, W. R. 

Clarke, W. J 






















Clark, ‘J. D. Muirhead, Rev. 
Cole, 'C. Noel, Geo, W. 
Cooper, John Osborne, Jon Hi. 
Corner, Geo. R. Overbeck, C. ..... 
Cottam, J. R. Pemberton, Thos. 
Darling, D. A. Poate, W. H. 





Reid, Rev. C.F. 
Rodewald, J. F... 
Rosenzweig, H.... 


Dejardin, Leon 
Dowdall, C. 
Drummond, W.¥. 
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Duer, Yeend Silas, D. 
Dyce, C. M. Smith, C. Vine 
Dyer, Rev. S. Smith, H. 

Evans, A. BM. Suidler, L. 
Famham, Rev. Taylor, J. A. 

W. M. Thirkell, J. G."... 
Francis, Robt. ‘Thomson, Rev. E.H1 
Fryer, John Thorne, C. 2 
Gratton, F. Mo... 1 Wainewright, RE. 1 
Gulick, Rev.L.-H. 1 Ward, W. ©.......28 
Hear, H. R.......10 Welch, Jos. 






a) 
Henderson, D. M. 1 Westall, AC... 8 


as a Secretary to the Grand | 8% 


Hodges, Rev.H.C. 1 Wheeler, Geo. H. 6 
;, E.Jenner.. 4 Wilkinson, H.S... 1 
Hughes, P. J. ... 1 Wood, A. @. sauce 3 
Joseph, H. H...... 2 Wood, ALP. vi. 1 
Kingsmill, T. W.. 3 
‘Total—238 rotes. 

Mr. A. G. Woop, Chairman of the Muni- 
cipal Council, said—Gentlemen, I think 
there are enough ratepayers now present 
for us to commence, and I beg to proposo— 

Reslolution I.—That Mr. P. J, Hughes, H. 
B.M.'s Consul-General, who was enough 
to preside at our meeting last year, be invited 
to take the Chair. 

(Hear, hear.) 
bs G. Januts Monnasox—T beg to second 
that. 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously, 
and Mr. Hvauts took the Chair. 

Mr. Woop—Mr. Chairman and Gentle- 
men, I beg to propose— 

Resolution I1.—That Geo. M. Hart be ap- 
pointed Secretary for this meeting. 

Me RB. vy Mataexon—T beg to second 
that. 

‘The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Cuancax—With your permission, 
gentlemen, we will take the notice calling 
the meeting as read, and proceed with tho 

mneral business. 

Mr. A. G. Woo—I beg to propose the 
next resolution— 

Resolution ILI.—That certain Rules of Pro- 
colure, which will be submitted at the forth. 
coming Meeting, be adopted for use at the 
Meeting and remain in force until the next 
Annual General Meeting, 


There is no change in these rules since 
the last meeting, and we will take then as 


read. 

Mr. G. J. Moxntox—I beg to second 
that. 

The Cuatemax—You havo heard the 
resolution, gentlemen, * That certain rules 
of procedure, ete. be adopted,” and those 
in favour of that resolution will please hold 
up their hands. 

Carried unanimously, 

‘The Rules of procedure are as follows 


Rules of Procedure to be obserced at Public 
Meetings of Ratepayers coucened under the 
provisions of the Land Regulations 1870. 

1.—Every Ratepayer attending a Meeting 
shall, before entering the Meeting room, 
register his name and the number of proxies 
for absent Landowners held by hitn, and each 

voter when so registering, shall ‘receive a 

ticket certifying the number of votes to which 

he is entitled. 
2.—When a Public Meeting of Ratepayers 
shall have been assembled, a Chairman of the 

Meeting shall be elected by the Ratepayers 

present. 

3.—After the Chair has been taken, the 
Meeting shall proceed to the election ‘of a 
Secretar 








































thairman shall then read the notice 
convening the Meeting, and the business of 
the Meeting shall be proceeded with in the 
onder mentioned in the notive, but this order 
may be varied by the votes of a majority of 
the members present at any Meeting. 

'5.-No proposition or «utestion shall be ads 
mitted for consideration wt a Meeting, unles- 
it arises directly ont of any subject actually 
under discussion, and which hay been men- 
tioned in the notice convening the Meeting 
or unless a written, memorandum of such pro. 
Position or question shall have been lodged 
with the Secretary of the Council three days 
before the date for which the Meeting has 
| been convened. In the latter case, a copy of 

such memorandum shall be published by the 
Council in the North-China Daily News on 
the days before and of the Meeting. 

_ 6.—Every resolution or amendnient must be 
in writing, and signed by the mover and 
seconcler, before it can be put from the Chair, 
and no ‘subject shall be considered as duly 
before the Meeting unless it be put from the 


7.—The moile of procedure with to 
amendments shall be as follows :—Any number 
of amendments to a resolution may be moved 
and seconded, after which, the Chairman shall 
put question for and against, beginnin; 

‘With the amendment last proposed, until som 
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one of the amendments be carried or all be 


rejected, ‘The rejection of any ‘amendment 
shall not import the passing of any preceding 
fone, but each amendment shall then in its 


turn be put to the Meeting. In the event of 
all the amendments being rejected, the original 
resolution shall then be put. 

8.—In the case of the Budget ; should any 
amendment be brought forward affecting 9 
portion of the Budget only, then such amend- 
ment, with any other amendments relating to 
the same portion of the subject, shall be 
sidered and decided on before othe 
of the Budget are discussed. After all amend- 
ments relating to portions of the Budget have 
heen decidedon, should any of them have 
been carried, the Budget as amended shall be 
put to the Metin, 

9.—Upon a division being called for, the 
Secretary shall read the list of Ratepayers 
registered at the Meeting, and each voter 
present shall as his name is read, declare 
whether he votes in the affirmative or nega- 
tive, and the number of votes which he casts. 
When the number of votes on each side are 
equal, the Chairman shall have a second or 
casting vote. The result of the division shall 
be declared by the Chairman, whose discision 
shall be final, unless a scrutiny shall be at 
once called for 

10,—If scrutiny be called for, the Chairman 
shall appoint us sorutineers tivo Ratepayers 
who shall have voted on opposite sides of the 
question, Such scrutineers shall proceed 
with the scrutiny forthwith, and the result 
sul bo declared by the Chalrman before the 
disaolution of the Meeting 

11.—No reference shall be allowed to any 
subject or business already disposed of, except 
by cousent of a majority of the Ratepayers 
present or represented at a Meeting. A’ re- 
solution once passed can only be rescinded or 
motlified by a majority of not less than three- 
fourths of the voters present or represented. 

12,—All documents which come before a 
Ratepayers’ Meeting shall, if they have been 
previously exhibited for three clear days 
(exclusive of holidays) at the Council Room, 
Le accepted as read, unless specially requested 
to he read at the Meeting. 

13,—Fach speaker shall address himself to 
the Chair. As a rule, except it be in explana 
tion of the subject under discussion, or final 
reply, Ratepayers shall address the Mecting 
Dut once on each subject. Any departure 
from this rule to be permitted only at the di 
cretion of the Chairman, 

14.—On all questions of order, the decision 
of the Chairman shall be final, unless over- 
ruled by three-fourths of the voters. present 
or represented 

15.—No business shall be proceeded with at 
any Meeting convened under the proviso 
Article XV of the Land Regulations 1870, 
until the Chairman shall_have declared that 
the requisite number of Ratepayers are pre- 
sent or represented, and that their votes have 

Deen duly registered. 

Mr. Woop—Mr. Chairman, I have to 
propose the next resolution, namely. 

Resolution IV.—That. the Report and Ac- 
counts for the twelve months ending lst 
December, 1887, be passed. 

In proposing this resolution I do not re- 
quire to accompany it with many explana- 
tions, but I think I may congratulate the 
Ratepayers on the satisfactory accounts 
now placed before them, and’ which con- 
firm the expectations of the growth of 
our revenue which we ventured to indulge 
in ayear ago. This receipts were estimated 
at th. 388,000, while the amount realised 
is Tis. 403,000, a gain of Tls. 15,000 over 
the estimates. "The estimated expenditure 
was Tis, 388,000, but it has actually 
amounted to 394,000, or an increase of 
‘Tis. 6,000, thus leaving « net gain of about 

* Tis. 9,000 'for the year. You will observe 
that the appropriations for the various 
services have been fairly well adhered 
to, and many of the items which go 
to form the increase in expenditure are 
such as are almost unavoidable in the 
affairs of which we have charge. The items 
of increase and decrease in revenue and 
expenditure are estimated at pages 76/77 of 
the Report ; amongst those appertaining to 
revenue one of the most satisfactory is the 
increase in ‘the native General Municipal 
Rate, amounting to Tis. 4,800. The uum- 





















































ber of native houses has grown to about 
22,000 on the 3ist December, an increase 
of 158 on the corresponding figures of last 
pasty and the number of unoccupied houses 

is decreased by 700, making a gain of 850 
houses paying taxes, while the rental assess- 
ment shows an increase of about Ts. 31,000, 
and it bids fair to continue increasing. 
License fees have fullled our expectations 
30 far as their increase goes, and we hope 
they will shew themselves capable of still 
further expansion. ‘The receipts for dues 
on merchandise, though somewhat disap- 
pointing, as they appear in the Report, 
improved during the last two months of 
the year, and will only show a loss of 
about Tis. 500 on the estimates. There 
have been some savings in expenditure 
in the case of the Police estimates ; in 
buildings, a small godown for the Volunteer 
service not having been built; drainage 
has cost less than the estimate, aud we 
were saved an expenditure for dredging 
the Defence Creek, by this work being done 
by owners of property in the neighbour- 
hood who required the mud to fill up and 
raise their land. ‘The increase in expend- 
iture arises in connection with the Cemetery 
Road, which has been drained and curbed at 
‘acost of Tis. 4,000; work which had become 


necessary and which will surely be appre- | 


ciated by the number of people who make 
use of this road. Widening roads, includes 
purchase of a small corner of the Nanking 
roads (Tis. 1,150), a small piece of the 
Soochow road (Tis. 400), © small outlay 
(Tis. 850) in connection with the Svochow 
Greek foreshore below the Honan road 
bridge, carts for streets (Tis. 925), and 
raising Seward road (Tis. 400), and there 
is an inerease of Tis. 2,700 fur stock and 
stores which includes the Tis. 1,000 voted 
last year for the claim of the Trustees of 
the Recreation Fund for the Old Bund 
instruments. We have paid, on account 
of the present year, and therefore not 
included in these accounts, Tis. 13,485 
for the land purchased from the Committee 
of the Racquet Court for a site for the 
new Police Station, and this will be dealt 
with in a special resolution which will be 
placed before you. You will notice that in 
the statement of Jand and buildings and 
property (p. 270) we have written off the 
cost, as standing in the books, of the Ceme- 
teries, Lodges and chapels and iron bri 
considering that these items can hardly 











| be treated as realisable assets in the same 


sense as the other items in this statement. 
And referring to the summary of outstand- 
ing contracts detailed on p. 256 of the Re- 
port, I should mention that the account of 
the Hongkew survey 
The sheets of this survey have been in our 
hands for some little while, but we have 
not been able to accept them as completed 
in the manner called for by the agreement, 





so we are now having a test survey of a| 


section made, which has been unfortunately 
delayed by the recent bad weather and the 
illness of the gentleman who has it in hand. 
Mr. Theo. Seues—1 beg to second the 
resolution. 
.¢ CHAIRMAN then put the resolution, 
which was carried unanimously. 
Mr. Woop—The next resolution, Gentle- 
men, number V on the list. 








Resolution V.—That the Tariff of Dues | 


leviable on Merchandise imported or exported. 
at the port of Shanghai, which came into 
force on the Ist March, 1885, and the rules 
appended thereto, be in force until the next 
Annual Meeting. 

I need not say anything about this reso- 
lation, Gentlemen, as the Dues are the same 
‘as before. 

‘Mr. Bresen—I beg to second that reso- 
lutions, 

Carried nem con. 


Mr. Woop—The next resolution in its | °°" 


extended form is. 


That this Meeting, in and exect- 
tion of the powers vested in it by the Shang- 
hai Land ious of 1870, i and 


authorises the Counell for the Foreigu Cou 


es | Alley, payable in advauce. 


is still kept open. | 





munity of Shanghai, North of the Yang-king. 
pangs to levy, collect an recover upon and 
from’ all persons liable to pay the same, the 
| following taxes, rates, dues, and fees for the 
current year 
Land “fax at the rate of 4/10ths of 1 per 
cent, on the assessed value (as assessed in 
1882), from the renters of land registered at 
the ‘various Consulates at Shanghai—half- 
early in advance, on and after the Ist day of 
january and July respectively. 
| General Mun aye ate of § per cent. on the 
actual or assessed rentals of houses inhabited 
yy Foreigners, from the occupants,—quarter] 
| juadvance, onand after the Ist day of January, 
April, July, and October respectively. 
+ ‘Dues on ‘all Goods passed through the Chi- 
| nese Custom House by any person or persous 
| resident within the said limits, or landed or 
| shipped at any place within the said limits, 
monthly, according tothe ‘Tavff and the Rules 
a thereto passed at this Meet ro 
| TEled‘the said dae shall tn no ease ened the 
| amount of one-tenth of one per cent. on the 
| value of the goods so passed, landed or shipped. 
All such faxes, rates and dues, being pay: 
able at. the time specified, and’ to be paid 
| Within fourteen days of presentation of tax 
note. 


























Natice Rates and Dues, 

Land Tax at the rate 4/l0ths of one 

| cent. on the assessed value of land, from Chi- 

| nese owners and renters of land,—half-yearly 
ter the Ist day of January 





| inadvance, on and 
| and July respect rely. 
‘General Municipal Rate of 10 per cent. 
native rentals, from Chinese residents 
monthly or quarterly, as may appear advisable, 
on and after Ist Jannary. 
|, The particulars of the License fees are as 
| follow 

















License Fees, 

ry Houseof Public’ 

Entertainment, Hotel and] According _ to 
| Tavern, Shop or Store for | claab of extabltahe 
| saleof Wines, Spirits, Beer, -ment, from 86 to 

















Intoxicating’ Drugs, But: [$260 quarterly, 
[cher’s Meat, Poultry or} payable in ad 
Game, Pawnshop. vant 

According to 

For every Music Hall, } class of establish. 

ment, from 10 

» Theatre, | Mexican cents to 

$9 for every night 

oy Chreus, open, payable in 
advance, 





For every Billiard and Bowling Suloon, for 
j every night open, computed at the rate of 88 
per quarter for each Billiard Table or Bowling 








For every Dancing Saloon, according to 
class of establishment, for every night open, 
| from 25 Mexican cents to 83, payable in 
advance. 

For very Tea Shop, according to class, 
10 cents for each table . 

For every Horse, Pony, Mule or Don- 
| key. let for hire from Livery Stables, $1 
| For every Four-Wheeled Carriage,’ let 
' for hive from Livery Stables, $3 nt 
|. For every Four-Wheeled Carriage, ply- 
ing for hire in the Street ofthe Settle. 

For every ‘Two: Wheeled Carriage, ply- 
ing for hire in the Streets of the Souths. 
ments, 85 

For every Two:Wheeled Carriage, let 
for hire from Livery Stables, $2.50. 

For every Jinricsha, let for hire, $1.50 

For every Wheel-barrow, let for hire, 
| 1,000 cast | 

For every Native Water Cart, 82 | 

For every Cargo Bont carrying) gy 59 




















Per month, payable in advance. 


capacity under 20 tons 
20 tons and under 50 


50 100. 
100 ys ov 

For every Native Boat, according to 
class,—100 to 600 cash .. a 

For every Sampan, at $1 each for two 
months, payable in advance. 

For every permit to erect mat Sun-shades 
over public thoroughfares—Tls. 2 per song, 
payable in advance. 











‘or every permit to erect Calico Sun-shailes 
abl Caoroughfares—5 mace per jong, 


payable in advance. 

For every permit to open Roads, for con- 
structing oF repairing connections with Muni- 
cipal Draine-—fis. 3 each, payable in advance. 

‘elegraph Fees—Tuels one hundred per line 
per anpum, payable in advance, 
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Is. 10.00) in ad- 
» 2.25 fvance. 


Cemetery { Vault. 
3 ms—Tls. 30 per 


8... (Grave Space. 

‘Local Post Office Subserip' 
annum, in advance, 

Mr. Woop said—We increase the tax on 
wheelbarrows as recommended, on account 
of their recont increase in numbers. They 
have increased from 1,720 in July to 
2,250 in December. During the last year 
they have also been more extensively used 
for the carriage of heavy and bulky goods, 
principally from the wharves to various 
places iu the Settlement. The heavy 
weights carried on a single narrow wheel 
do a considerable amount of harm to the 
roads and bridges, and what with the 
‘weight and bulk "the loads. are barely 
manageable, and they constitute a serious 
hindyance and danger to street tratiic. For 
general convience we have been obliged 
to take steps to limit the loads carried and 
to confine the wheel-barrows to certain 
roads, which does uot, however, altogether 
do away with the inconveniences they create 
in the stveets, and the police have a good 
deal of work thrown on them in superin- 
tending the movements of these barrows 
and the loads carried by them. It is there- 
fore in the public interest, and in that far 
only as a suppressive measure that we pro- 
pose this increase in the tax. (Applanse.) 

Mr. Manuense—I bey to second the 
resolution. 

Mr, Woop-—I have not read the resolu- 
tion, Gentlemen which is— 

Resolution V1,—To devise 
for raising requisite funds for 
poses, viz: To impose ani 
and issue licenses as 



























to declare an Assessment in the form of a rate 
to be charged on land and buildings within 
the limits of the Settlements. 


Mr, W, V. Drummoxp—There is one 
question, ‘Mx, Chairman, which I should 
hike tu ask the Chairman of the Municipal 
Couneil before you put that resolution : It 
is in veforence to the market in the Maloo, 
sud ng Twas responsible for the original 
resolution, which gave birth to it, 
naturally anxious to see the mark: 

leted. I think it has been inc 
long euough, and that it is now desirable 
that a third shed be erected as soon as 

ssible ; also that the intervening spaces 

etween the other two sheds be covered 
over, und also to make a concrete foo 
am aware that provision for the conereting 
has. been made in the Budget, but Iam 
not aware, that provision has bee made 
for the erection of the third shed, or for 
the covering of the intervening space, and 
L would therefore like to ask has this pro- 

on been made, , 

‘Mr, Woov—In reply to your question I 
may say it is exactly what we have done. 
We have arranged for the covering of tI 
intervening spaces, and fur the erection 
of one new shed, aud also for the eoneret- 
ing of the tloor, 

“Phy Cuatuatas—If no one else has any 
question to ask I will put the resolution the 
full terms of which you have printed, and 
w stuumary of whieh is in Resolution VI. 

There being no questions, the resolution 
was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Woop—Mr. Chairman, I have now 
to propose— 

Resolution VI.—That the Estimated E: 
penditure in the Municipal Budget for the 
year commencing Ist January, 1888, and end- 
ing 31st December, 1888, as’ proposed by the 
retiring Couneil for the Foreign Commi 

Shatighai, together with the recommenda- 
tions attached” thereto, be approved and 
adopted. 

He said—The estimate of the Muni- 
cipal Council Revenue expenditure which 
the Council have now to submit to you 
shows & total of both sides of Tis: 399,000, 
which on the income side, is about 
‘Tis. 4,000 less, and on the expenditure 
side, is about Tls. 3,500 more than the 
income expenditure for last year, as given 
in the accounts just passed.” Our present 














am 



































estimates are formed on these accounts ; at 
the same time we have every expectation 
that the growth of the Municipal Revenue 
will continue on the same satisfactory scale 
as during the last two years, and we find 
good foundation for ‘such’ expectations 
in the continued development of the 
Settlement by the building operations 
now going on—in the increase of po) 
tion, and the general prosperity of the 
lace. The estimates of income being 
d on the receipts for last year, they do 
not, I think, call for any special explana- 
tions. The increased tax on wheelbarrows 
has been dealt with in the last resolution, 
On the other side such increases of expen- 
diture as we we ask you to provide for 
are only such as are. necessitated by the 
wth of the Settlement to which I have 
just referred. For this reason we have 
to appropriate Tis. 5,000 more for police 
to provide for 10 more constables, whose 
services we find necessary to keep the de- 
partment up to a strength sufficient for 
the numerous duties now falling to 
its charge. There are now 46 Sikh con- 
stables against 50 last year, and 229 natives 
against 216, Tls. 1,400 more are required 
for street lighting, which is very detici 
in many parts of the Settlement, aud e 
then there will remain districts’ which will 
not be adequately provided for in this 

respect. In the works de] 
wake provision for a new bi 
Soochow Creek at the Shansi Road fora con- 
crete footpath on the westside of the Bund, 
the trial section in front of Messrs. A. Dent's 
ig proved a success, and 
having given, I believe general satisfac- 
tion, “ A’ stone pavement would, in many 
respects, be more desirable, but as it would 
cost, probably, twice as much as concrete, 
the Council hesitate to reconnend it instead 
of concrete. We propose also to remetal the 
small section of the Hankow Road in need 
of it to make it available for carriage traffic, 
and we hope in this way to relieve the Foo- 
chow Road, which is now so inconveniently 
crowded at most hourr of the day. The 
Bund and ng Road will be remetalled 
during this Year, and it is intended to build 
additional covered accommodation at the 
Maloo Market, and to replace the present 
worn-out pavement by a concrete one, 
which will be much more suitable for pur- 
poses of cleanliness and healthfuluess. ‘The 
pavilion in the Public Garden being in a 
very unsound and unsafe condition we pro- 
posed to replice it by an iron one, which, 
once built, will cost but little to keep in 
order and’ repair. I have now to refer 
to the Sinking Fund. To the balance 
from last year Tis. 18,950, the Finance 

Com 

with ls. of accrued interest, they 
will appropriate to the redemption of Tis. 
40,000 of the 7 per cont. Ivan of 1882, and 
T consider that we may well be pleased that 
we ate in a position to make such a hand- 
some reduction in our indebtedness. Com- 
paring small things with large, I think there 
are not many communities, except the 
United States, which are paying of their 
debts so rapidly as we ate doing; and we 
have the satistaction of knowing that we 
are able to do it by means of the natural 
growth of a revenue derived from normal 
sources, and raised by a scale of taxation 
which does not weigh oppressively on any 
one. understand thatit is considered a rula 
of our system of finance that the amount of 
our debenture issues shall be covered by 
the value of the properties belonging to the 
Municipality, and on this principle, if I am 
correct, a glance at the Schedule of Land 
Buildings and property, the cost of which 
at the low figure of Tis. 190,000, is 



























































sufficient to show what ample security we | 


ss, in this respect, to meet the Tis. 
110,000 of Debentures which will be out 
standing after the repayment of the Tls. 
40,000 to be dealt with this year. But we 
possess what is, perhaps, a more valuable 
security in our annual revenue and in our 
powers of taxation, which provide the 


ittee have added Tis. 20,000 which | en; 





‘means for all our requirements, It is also 
in view of future contingencies that the 
good. 0 we can ° 

txisting debtsassertaitelf as the resolutions 
we have to place before you at this meeting 
involve the raising of a considerable amount 
of funds in the way of loans, which will be 
the easier to obtain, the better our ability 


yula- | and determination to liquidate outstanding 


obligations. Referring to these resolu- 
tions, and to the renewed one for the 
issue’ of debentures for payment of the 
land and buildings for tho New Louza 
Police Station in this case the loan 
will be covered by the value of the 
property acquired and which will rank 
amongst our available assets. That for 
the issue of debentures to be applied to 
defraying cost of Road extensions may also 
be looked on as likely, in course of time, 
to be covered by the increase of Revenue 
to be derived from the building over of 
the districts thus opened out, and we also 
expect us steady an increase in the value of 
Land as has taken place, for instance, in the 
large district opened out in the neighbour- 
hood of the Seward Road. I say nothing 
about the improved sanitary conditions 
which have always been one of the 
results of our rad extensions and makings, 
Another matter, in ws large expentii- 
ture, will svon have to bo taken in hand, 
and ‘that is a New Ganlen Bridge. ‘The 
present one was built in 1873 and after 
having lasted 15 years is now in such a de- 
fective condition that provision will have to 
be made for its reconstruction next year, 
It will, in all probability, have to be re- 
placed by another wooden structure, but the 
Council propose to inquire if a ‘suitable 
Tron Bridge cau be built, and the ques- 
tions of the possibility of this, and of 
the cost of such a bridge will have 
their careful consideration during the cur- 
rent year, (hear hear]. When preparing 
these’ remarks I was also beating in 
mind a want to which there has, of late, 
been somewhat frequent reference, and 
that is of a Town or Municpal Hall and 
buildings, but I need not refer to this sub- 
joct now, as it will soon come before you 
undera special resolution. aim disappoint- 
ed that ‘wo are unable to being forward 
resolution on another subject uf some im- 
tance, which, as you may have gathered 
rom the Report, has occupied a good den 
of the Council's attention, and 
connection with the imp 
sire to recommend to the foreshores of 
the Soochow Creek, and I regret that, in 
the position in which negotiations stand at 
present, it would be uscless to ask a vote of 
credit on this account. The Council were 
aged in the preparation of the Report 
and plans called for by the resolution passed. 
at our last meeting, when they received in- 
formation that the native authorities were 
about to dredge the Creek fur its whole 
length through the Settlement, and it then 
appeared to us that it would’ be most de- 
sirable if some plan of concerted action 
could be agreed ou by which the bed of the 
Creek would be given a uniform course. 
This part of the work wonld belong to 
the Chinese officials, on whom it would 
also devolve to settle all matters con- 
nected with the depth and width of the 
creek; the mud excavated would be used 
for filling up the new foreshores where 
required for that purpose, and when they 
were thus reclaimed the Couneil would em- 
bank or bund as necessary, and lay out 
roads, which roads it was intended should 
be carried, as oppurtunity offered, along 
both banks of the Creek. During the 
negotiations which have taken place we 
received what we believed was the ex- 
pression of the cordial desire of the Chinese 
officials to accept our co-operation, our plans 
were explained to them, and we understood, 
had, in the main, their approval: we were 
consequently in hopes that we should act 
conjointly in the execution of a work which 
if properly done would result in en 
benefit and advantage to the Chinese Gue 
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vernment as well as to these Settlements. 
‘We regret however that matters have, of 
late, experienced greater delays than could 
be desired, and we have now to wait until we | 
have more definite information about the 
views and intentions of the Chinese officials, 
until then we cannot prepare our estimates 
of the cost of our share of the work, 
which, as already explained, will consist of 
embanking, bunding and laying out roads, 
and which therefore cannot fail to amount 
to a considerable sum of money. " 
desire to a wait the conclusion of these 
negotiations, when we would be in a posi- 
tion to deal with this Soochow Creek ques- 
tion as a whole, is the reason why we 
have not done more with the foreshores 
between the Boat House and the Honan 
Road Bridge, than to put them in such 
order as they are in at present. You 
will have noticed that our agreement 
with the Waterworks Com for the 
supply of water for Municipal purposes 
expires during the present year ; its renewal 
will have our attention. You will also; 
have noticed the correspondence which 
has taken place with and about a ratepayer, 
concerning a misunderstanding between 
lhimself and the Company as to the terms 
on which he claims to be supplied with 
water, Disputes of this nature were 
almost inevitable in the development of 
a new enterprise under hitherto un- 
tried conditions, but, so far as we 
know, they have not been numerous, 
and ‘we believe that the majority of 
consumers are content with their arrange- 
ments with the Company. It may, how- 
ever, be sacisfactory to the bulk of rate- 

yers to have the water supply in the | 
Tends of the Municipality, and taking | 
advantage of the negotiations which wil 
have to take place for the renewal of our 
‘own contract, we propose to enquire into 
the terms and conditions on which we can 
acquire the whole water supply of the Set- 
tlements, and, if they appear practicable, to 
consider the ways and means of carryin; 
them out, with a view to bringing th 
whole question forward at our next annual | 
meeting, or ut an earlier special meeting 
should it be found desirable to call one. 
—(Hear, Hear.) The only other matter | 
to which I have to refer is the contri- 
bution to the French Orphanage, which | 
we have treated in the same manner | 
as that to the Eurasian school, by in-; 
cluding it in the education grants for the i 
year, instead of leaving it to be dealt | 
With’ as heretofore by a special resolution ; | 
(Applause) this resolution has always been 
adopted, we therefore trust our action on | 
this occasion will have your bare At 
our last meeting you will recollect that the 
chairman stated that without being pre- 
pared to commit himself to a legal opinion | 
‘on the subject, he considered that the 
Ratepapers have quite as much right to | 
make such grants as these, as others 
which were not questioned. ‘And on con- ; 
sulting the Reports for several years past 
I find few of them in which special grants 
of one kind or another are not included. 
With these remarks I leave our estimates 
in your hands and shall be ga to answer , 
any questioas you may have to put. | 
(Aj tause,) i 

ie. H fi. Joseru—I beg to second the | 
resolution. 

Mr. James Bucnanax—Mr. Chairman 
Thave an amendment to propose— 

Amendment.—That the grant of Tis. 800 to 
the Lock Hospital [on page 11} be erased from 
the Budget. 

The so-called Lock Hospital was built 
in 1873 at a cost of Tis. 1,602, against 
which there were collected in taxes upon 
the inmates of brothels Tis. 1,700.94. 
In January 1875 Dr. Henderson drew 
up a scheme for the Hospital, upon 
hie the Watch Committee, Mr. A. 
G. Wood being Chairman, reported : “It 
shews then that if the idea of a Lock Hos- 
pital is to be entertained, there must be 
no half measures... . . and without the 























; says 


support of the Chinese authorities the 
success of the Hospital is highly doubt- 
fal.... The Committee are of opinion 
that the scheme at present is not feasible.” 


In 1875 and 1876 Admiral Ryder asked | on 


the Council to establish a system similar to 
that in foree in Hongkong, Promising to do 
all in his power to get a grant in aid from 
the English Government, and on 24th July, 
1876, a meeting was held, when a me- 
morandum prepared by Dr. Henderson 
was dit , and it was to esta- 
blish the system which is still in force. 
In this memorandum Dr. Henderson is 
careful to state: “By the more active 
promoters of this scheme it is believed that 
it will for some time to come prove a 
sufficieut check on the spread of venereal 
disease in Shanghai ; but I can myself only 
support it as an advisable preliminary ste] 

tothe establishment of a hospital, at whic! 

the women will not only be periodically 
examined, but when found diseased will be 
detained till cured.” ‘The method still in 
practice is to examine the women once a 
week; if they are healthy, their cards are 
marked and returned to them, if ailing the 
cards are kept, they are told to give up 
their trade in the meantime and return in a 
week forexamination. The treatment they 
receive on these weekly visits is wholly 
i uate to the necessities of the case, 
and there is no certainty that the women 
do not practice their trade, either without a 
certificate, or by meaus of a borrowed one. 
The failure of the system to bring about 
the desired results has been noticed from 
the first. In March, 1879, Dr. Jamieson 
at the Ratepayers’ meeting, speaking from 
his own experience sai ‘enereal dis- 
ease has largely increased instead of di 
nishing since inspection was brought into 
operation.” « Inthe majority of cases 
which he had had to treat in private, the 
disease had been contracted in licensed 
he He added unless inspec- 








jouses. 
tion is enforced upon all the women in 
brothels it might as well be abandoned. 
Dr. Henderson in 1880 says :—‘* No ad- 
vance has been made towards the isolation 
of the sick, the practical difficulties being 
at present insurmountable.” Iu 1880 the 
French Council withdrew their contribution 
to the Hospital, on the ground that they 
“did not think effective results can be 
obtained so long as the women are not kept 
in the hospital until they are cured.” Un- 
fortunately their Officer of Health per- 
suaded them to renew the subsidy in 1881, 
and thus give the system another trial, 
In 1883 Dr. Pichon says :—" The workin 
of the Lock Hospital must be consider 
defective, so long as the isolation of the 
women is not compulsory,” and in 1884 he 
says—'It must be confessed that the exist- 
ing organisation is defective inasmuch as it 
has hitherto been found impracticable to 
isolate infected women.” He submits that 
forcible means are out of reach, but 
thinks “‘that ailing women might be 
iuduced to submit voluntarily to. tem- 
porary sequestration, by offering to treat 
them gratuitously in the wards of a dispen- 
_ anal speaks of a plan for a native 
hospital on @ small scale, of which I can 
no further mention.’ This plan had 
already been tried. A ‘‘ Home” for dis- 
eased women was opened in August, 1869, 
and proved a failure. The women would 
not attend. Dr. Henderson in his report 
: “While we had reason to know 
that disease continued to prevail extensively 
in the brothels, the new hospital was for 
many months without a single patient. 
Before acknowledging defeat, an effort was 
made to induce attendance by means of | 
house to house visitations by paid native | 
assistants, but this also failed in its object, 
Feginning of 1570." Ie was open $ monthn, 
70.” It was oj 
We have somo particulars oF the working 
of the scheme in the Municij 
for 1877. Considerable difficulty was ex- 
es in getting women to attend the 
lospital, preferring rather to close their 








| of sick is given for 1883. 





houses and even in some instances to leave 
the Settlement. But by the end of the 
year, sixty-eight women were on the roll, 
By the end of 1878 there were 106 women 
the roll, twelve of whom were sick, 
1L2 per cent. ‘The report says: “‘the ex 
tions have been completely fulfilled.” 

.e writer was thankful for small mercies. 
In 1879 we read that 116 women were on 
the roll, but no mention is made of the 
fact which we learn from other sources, 
that disease had increased among the women 
to 16.6 per cout. In 1880 we are told that 
in the Foochow Road Dispensary (no longer 
Lock Hospital) “the work has been carried 
on satisfactorily.” ‘The names of 132 women 
are inscribed on the books, -and disease 
among them has diminished ky about « 





From 1880 to 1886 when Dr. Henderson 
recommended the Municipal Council to 
abolish the system, the Couneil’s reports 
say nothing ou the ‘subject. This is either 
because the Council did not enquire into 
the effect of their administration, or, having 
acquainted themselves with it, they did not 
think it sensible to give the Ratepayers the 
benefit of their knowledge. We can obtain 
from the accounts a note of the sums ex- 
pended on the working of the system, The 
total amount paid by the Municipal Council 
in 11 years is Ts. 4,840.04. The French 
Council paid Tis. 6,137.16, or Tis. 10,977.20 
in all, say Tls. 1,000 a year. This is after 
deduction of all fees collected from the 
omen. From the reports of the French 
Council, I have gleaned those particulars: 


nployées 
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‘sits of foreigners was 312 in 1876. 
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We maynotice that no note of the proportion. 
‘Was this Because 
‘it was too great to be acknowledged in print? 


At that time a doctor in Shanghai told me 


; there was quite an epidemic of venereal dis- 


ease, we had never seen so much before. In 
that year, of 119 new women who applied 
for tickets 27 per cent. were accepted and 
73 per cent. were rejected, and of theso 
latter the report says “‘the greater number 
were suffering from serious syphilitic 
affections, These proportions were only 
sxceeded in 1887. After trial for 9 years, 
Dr. Henderson on 23rd January, 1886 





when the percentage of disease was at its 
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lowest rate 7.7 per cent., recommended the 
Municipal Council to withdraw their grant. 
But the Watch Committee did not adopt 
the recommendation, chiefly, I believe, in 
‘consequence of Admiral Hamilton's protest, 
and threat to curtail the visit of his 
ships to Shanghai, if what he called the 
C.D, Acts were repealed. Admiral 
Ryder before leaving for England wrote 
to the Council saying. “I shall make 
it my first duty to endeavour to obtain 
from the Admiralty « recognition of the 
proceedings of the Municipal Council 
of Shanghai in re prostitution, in the sub- 
stantial shape of an annual grant towards 
the expenses incurred.” Of this grant 
nothing further was heard. In view of this 
fact, Admiral Hamilton's protest and threat 
shewed good deal of assurance on his 
part, and the Council of a cosmopolitan 
community should have taken no notice 





of his telegram. The C.D, acts have 
been repealed in’ England, and last 
year the C.D. Ordinances’ in Singa- 


pore and Hongkong were suspended. 
Admiral Hamilton has gone home and his 
successor cannot expect our Municipal 
Couneil to do more for his men than is 
done by the Governments of Singapore 
and Hongkong, which have unlimited 
ower, ‘The. system thas boon « fullure 
rom the beginning. The women will not 
attend a proper Lock Hospital voluntarily, 
therefore I do uot propose to devote the 
grunt to such a purpose, and the Chinese 
authorities will not’ assist. the Municipal 
Council to lock up the sick. Nor do I 
believe that this would have the effect 
desired by the promoters of the regulations, 
Dr. Johnston in 1870 objected to have a 
Lock Hospital attached to the Chinese 
‘Hospital in Shantung Road, and Dr. Hen- 
derson, while willing to accept a grant of 
x that Hospital,teannot undertake 
that it will be used for Lock Hospital pur- 
poses only, and does not think women will 
come to the Hospital for treatment. While 
willing to support a motion to expend this 
money for the treatment and cure of their 
diseases, L cannot. see how that object can 
Vo attained, and I therefore move the 
foregoing amendmen 
Mr. R, E, Warvewnronr said—I beg to 
second the amendment. Ido not propose 
tosay anything about the legal aspect of the 
question, which T feel moat strongly, or 
about the demoralising and degrading eects 
ofthisso-calledexamination, Isimplygo on 
the ground that the whole matter, as car- 
ried on out here, is nothing but a delusion 
anda snare. ‘The whole method of having 
wonten examined here as it is carried onat 
this Lock hospital, is ridiculous, onl 
very sinall proportion of women availing 
themselves of it and it is demonstrated 
that the only people who are benefited by it 
are the two medical officers—who do hot 
seein to cure very much for what they 
derive from it—aud the keepers of the 
houses whiere the examinations are carried 
on. Mr. Buchanan's figures have shown 
that it has not produced any appreciable 
diwinution in disease in the last two 
years, but that discase had increased. On 
the other hand, it is said that those 













































who frequent ‘these places, imagining 
that they were protected by the laws of 
the Municipality, think they can visit 





them with impunity. ‘The system does 
far more harm than’ good in the way it 
is here carried out, and I think it is dis- 
graceful that we should struggle to keep up 
‘asystem which has been condemned by 
the British Parliament, and suspended in 
Hongkong and Singapore and the other 
colonies,-(Hear, hear, and no, no). 

Mr. Woov-—We have heard a great deal 
on this subject and I don’t know that any 
useful object will be served by this discus- 
sion, I do not desire to say anything more 
xbout it, but I hope the meeting will show 
its sense by rejecting this amendment— 
lause). 
ir. Drvsstoxp—In reference to the 
@meudment which has been brought before 








the meeting, I think it is desirable that 
something should be said with regard to 
the other side of the question, which like all 
others, has another side. ‘The feeling which 
has been brought tomy mind byMr. Buchan- 
an’s figures, is regret that the sum is not Tls. 
8,000 instead of T'ls. 800 spent on the Lock 
Hospital, and that he has not brought for- 

@ special resolution on the subject 
instead of a mere amendment (Hear, hear). 
With regard to the general policy con- 
nected with this subject, it is necessary to 
say very little. At the present moment 
there is a strong party in England opposed 
to.the C.D. Acts, and that party is more 
or less known us the Exeter Hall party 
and it has been able to exercise sui 
cient influence to procure the abolition 
of the Acts, and one result is the applica- 
tion of this order to distant places. But 
at the present moment the Singapore 
Council is using the most vigorous efforts 
to prevent the carrying out there of the 
Order on this subject. They have before 
their eyes the terrible and disastrous effects 
of disease, which existed in the Colony be- 
fore the operation of the Acts, and which 
would undoubtedly exist. again if they 
were repealed. It is well known to Ad- 
mirals, and to those in command of 
troops, that venereal diseases, with the 
removal of these restrictions, generally 
increase in n most alarming degree in 
seaports, and they think that these Acts 
are yery beneficial and very much promote 
the health and happiness of those who live in 
seaport places aniwhere troopszare landed. 
Thefeelings which haveprompted therepeal 
of these Acts are more or less sentimental, 
and balancing all these things against each 
k that, the opinion of practical | 
mien, who are unbiassed on the subject, is | 
that these C.D. Acts are greatly beneticial to 
mankind. The objection to them here is 
one more or less sentimental, and wi 
do very little good to anyone, and will 
certainly do injury to » very large number 
of people. ‘Tht ‘being the’ case, I fail to 
see why we in Shanghai should, almost 
slavishly, follow the change which has taken 
place at home on the subject (Hear, Hear), 
We have Home Rule here in a concrete 
form, and we know best if what has taken 
place is really good and beneficial to the 
community (Hear, Hear). ‘That being so, 
then, instead of doing away with the 
grant on the subject, I think it would 
fe'very much wiser to institute a regular 
inquiry to see of we cannot obtain the co- 
operation of the Chinese Authorities, to 
try if their whole Chinese population can- 
not be affected by it. And I think, therefore, 
that instead of striking this sum of Tls. 800 
out of the Budyet for the present year, 
after the very interesting accountof the Hos- 
pital which Mr. Buel has given, the 
Council should turu their attention to see 
if the Acts could not be carried out in a 
very much more wide and perfect manner 
than at present, (Applause). 

Mr. Tuos, Kixcswiut—I think, gentle- 
men, that Mr. Buchanan has clearly shown 
that the manner in which the regulations 
have been enforced by the Municipal Council 
is unsuccessful, and that alterations are re- 
quired in the system which as at present 
carried out is not satisfactory, but at the 
same time I think the Council should make 
such arrangements that no house should 
be opened without obtaining a license, and 
that such a license should only be granted 
after due sanitary inspection, and under 
sufficient guarantee. I- think that the 
Present ‘opportunity is not the time to 
discuss it in detail, and I also think the 
Council should take the matter in hand 
and enquire into the whole question from 
beginning to end, and see what should be 
done tu make a perfect system, so that it 
could be made to work well and be more 








































the seconder has dwelt upon its lk 
It seems to me however that the 
moral side of the question is more im- 
portant thaneither. ‘That side was warmly 
taken up by Mr. J. G. Purdon and other 
speakers at the Ratepayers’ mecting of 
1877, as perhaps many here present will 
remember. It was shown with great force 
and clearness that fornication is one of 
the greatest sins against God and against 
humanity, and thatall ‘attempts to legalize 
or license it so as to enable men to grati 
the animal part of their nature with 
punity are as absurd, as they are di 














ul 
and morally wrong. It would be useless 
for me to attempt to go over the ground 
again, and to weary you by repeating the 
facts ‘and arguments that were brought 
before the notice of the, Ratepayers of 


Shanghai on that occasion. My only 
hope is in the improved moral tone of the 
Settlement during this interval, so that 
what then seemed to the majority to be 
justifiably necessary may now appear in i 
true light as a burning disgrace and 
to an otherwise well ordered and well 
managed comnunity. The social roforms 
that are now fast spreading over the world 
have, as you know, caused the legislation 
on this matter in various places, parti 
larly in India, Singapore and Hongkong 
to be repealed, It wil not be long before 
the evil and folly of the work attempted 
to be carried on here, at what is called the 
Lock Hospital, will be as patent to the 
residents of Shanghai as it has been to 
those of other places. T am confident that 
our Ratepayers of perhaps ten years 
hence will look back in wonder that such 
an establishment should have been kept up 
year alter year at public expense. Prom 
& Chinese point of view, the whole affair is 
simply ridiculous.—I use the term advisedly 
—nidiculous. Chinese residents are re- 
gularly taxed and made to help support an 
establishment whose sole abject 

enable foreigners tu indulge with impunit; 
in a vice which their own religion and their 
Holy Books most strongly condemn ! A 
Chinese friend once said to me “If your 
Municipal authorities want to encourage 
and assist the vice for which your honour- 
able countries are so noted ainong the 
inhabitants of the Middle Kingdom, why 
tamper with it as you are now doing? Why 
not put up a laryé public brothel, engage a 
foreign staff and medical officer to manage 
it, close and forbid all private brothels, 
make proper regulations aud fixed charges; 
and not only try to keep the women healthy 
but examine every man who purchases a 
single or season ticket of admission? Such 
a scheme would not only pay well and 
leave a good profit tu be applied to charit- 
able purposes but would effectually pre 
vent the disease which evil doers have 
uow such a wholesome dread of! Surely, 
ifa thing is rightand worth doing at all it is 
worth doing thoroughly.” ‘This isa Chinese 
ratepayer’s view and I give it for what it is 
wol Iu short, Mr. Chairman, I would 
most emphatically support this amendment 
and trust that the improved moral tone 
of the Settlement will allow such a 
disgrace to hununity as the Luck Hospital 
with its attendant expenses and evils to 
exist no longer. It has been shown to be 
as useless as it is immoral, aud the com- 
inunity would du well to embrace this op- 
portunity of washing their hands of the 
whole affair and getting well out of it. 

Mr. Woop—Gentlemen, before this’ 
amendment is put I wish tosay a few words 
on this subject, which was discussed at 
the Landreuters’ meeting in 1877 and in 
March, 1879, and I don't know that an; 
useful result came from what then took 
place, (Hear, hear) and I trust this 
amendment will be rejected without further 






































of a safeguard to the community. 
Mr. Jouy Fryer said—Mr. Chairman: 
The mover of the amendment seems to 





have confined his attention mostly to the 
statistics of this unpleasant subject, while 


discussion, (Applause). Ido not intend to 
enter into a discussion on this subject, but 
have to say that I should much regret 
should any such amendment as this be eat- 
ried—though I have not the least fear that 


it will be (Hear, Hear)—for I should they 
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find myself in a difficult situation. It is of 
course impossible to decline to give effect 
to a resolution adopted here, but as at the 
same time I decline to be made subservient 
in any shape or form to the aims of the 
offensive and objectionable movement which 
is, at the back of this amendment. I fear I 
could not with propriety retain my posi- 
tion on the Council if it is carried, and I 
would ask the meeting to reject it. (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Becuanan—Before putting the 
amendment have I a right to reply ? 

‘The Cuarrman—Yes. 

Mr. Bucuaxan—Then I desire to state 
that the figures I gave are from the official 
report and are supplied to the French 
Council by their physician, Dr. Pichon, 
and he is sufficiently known in his profes- 
sion to gre them weight. 

Mr. G. Janes Monnisox I do not feel 
quite so strongly upon this point as our 
worthy Chairman, Mir. Wood, but I will 
oppose the amendment though I iow 
that there is a great deal of truth in what 
Mr. Buchanan says,—that this Lock Hos- 
pital is not carried out in a way that 
is satisfactory. But I think it would be 
a much better plan to try to improve 
the present law, than do away with it 
altogether. (Hear, hear.) With regard 
to what Mr. Fryer has said. I do not 
propose to say very much. The change 
in the moral tone of this, or any other place, 
cannot come very suddenly ; the system has 
gone on fora great many years, and it is 
{quite impossible that any great change could 
take place in a short time. And we ma} 
take it for granted that the morals of this 
place at the end of the present year will be 
pretty much the same as they are at the 
present moment. But if Mr. Buchanan 

ad moved to strike out the Tls.400received 
ag fees by the Lock Hospital I would have 
jiven that motion my hearty support— 
Gear tear). I think we ought not to 

inake & charge upon and extract fees from 
these women forthe examination, I think we 
should ask them to come and make no charge 
to them for it. The total sum so received 
is only Ts. 400 and of no importance 
atall, It would be a great pity if the com- 
munity were to insist upon the Council 

doing away with the Hospital, and I 

agree with Mr. Drummond, in saying that 

we are sorry that the matter was not 

Drought forward as a special resolution 

instead of as an amendment. I know that 

some agitation has been going on out of doors 
on the subject, and the absence of any 
notice in the newspapers that this motion 
was to be brought forward must have led 
people to think’ his question was shelved 
for the time. At the saine time I admit 
that Mr. Buchanan was within his rights 
in bringing it forward in the present 
form, but { think that the question has 
not received the same consideration from 

the public as it would have otherwise. I 

have given the subject some thought my- 

self, and after a great deal of talk with the 
medical authorities, I have come to the 
conclusion that we had better keep on the 

Acts than give them up altogether. | Some 

— ago, I had « great many conversations 

from time to time with Dr. Henderson on 

the subject, and I think that these con- 
versations were to a certain extent the 
cause of his writing to the Council that he 
: hough as the thing was so ineffectual it 

should not be carried on at all. Butat that 
time there were a great many Japanese 
‘women in the Settlement, but now these 
women have gone, and the Council's con- 
trol over the Chinese women is much 
greater than over the Japanese, and for this 
reason I think that something more could 
be done by the Council. 

Rev. Mr. Murrusap said—This is a sub- 
ject on which I do not wish to speak much, 
as the main facts are as plain as A BC to 
anyone. I think that the Report of Dr. 
Henderson is one of very great consequence, 
and for us to carry on this Hospital notwith- 
standing his protest is a very serious thing 
































indeed. About the Hospital itself, I will not 
say anything now, but I ask, why cannot 

be done as to remedial measures 
and have them effectually carried out and 
insisted on as absolutely necessary, and so 
as they could not fail to be carried out? 

The Cuairmay—Gentlemen, I think the 
matter has been fully discussed, and I may 
put the amendment. 

A show of hands was then taken, and the 
amendment was declared lost by'a consi- 
derable majority. 

‘Mr. Bucuaxas—Then 1 want a poll. 

Mr. F. J, Marsuatt—Mr. Chairman, I 
do not quite know how we are to vote 
whether it is “Yes” for the Amendment 
or “No.” 

‘The Cuatruay having put the meeting 
right upon the point, the poll was taken on 
the amendment with the result that it was 
lost by 163 against to 46 for. The followin; 
are the Ratepayers who voted for au 
against 

For 
‘Muirhead, Rev. W. 2 
Osborne, John H. 
Poate, W. H. 
Reid, Rev. C. 
Silas, D. H. 
‘Thirkell, J. 
‘Thomson, Re 


































Adler, Max... 1 
Ambrose, James 6 
Bell, Fred. H. 3 
Berry, A. J. Little, R. W. 1 
Bieber, Th. Maclellan, Je Wa... 1 
Bishop, F.C. Mactavish, J.D... 2 
Cooper, Jol Malherbe, 'R. de... 1 
Corner, Geo. R. Marshall, FJ. 22) 1 
Cottam, J. Re Miller, J. S| 
Dejardiu, Leon. Morrison, aa 
Dowdall, C. al 
Drummond, W. V. 1 
Duer, Yeend 1 
Dyce, C. M. 





Francis, Robt. 
Gratton, F. M, 
Hearn, H.R. 

Henderson, D. M. 
Hogg, E. Jenner 
Hughes, P. J. 

Joseph, 'H. Ht. 
Kingsmill, T. V 
Lang, W 





Wood, A. P. 
Total 163. 

The Cuarstax—If no one has any other 
amendment to propose, I will put the 
resolution. 

Mr. Bucuaxax—I have another to pro- 
pose, but I do not know whether anyone 
else will second it. The Amendment i 
That Tis. 5,000 at page 13, and Tis. 2,800 
at page 23, the amount required for the 
works at the market be omitted from the 
Budget. No one arising to second the 
amendment ; 

‘The Cuarraan—If no one seconds that 
it will fall through. 

Rev. Mr. Murrieap said that there was 
allusion in the Budget, to an educational 
grant, which he was very glad to see, 
yet he would ask, could not the Municipal 
Council do something towards the general 
education of the thousands of children in 
Shanghai? The matter had been taken up by 
the French Council, and he thought some- 
thing should be done by this Council 
on the subject, which was one of 
the greatest importance. Ido not ask 
for any grant, but I ask that some- 
thing like a Committee be appointed to 
look generally into the matter and bring 
forward a report by the nextannual general 
Imeeting. It is a great pity that so many 
things are brought forward at every annual 
meeting, and no thought is given to the 
education of the thousands of Children who 
live in our midst, and though we are not 
the purveyors of morals, I think somethin, 
should be done by the Municipal Counell 
in this matter, and it would be to their credit 
if they took it up.—(Hear, hear). 

















Mr. Kisessaut—If Mr. Muirhead would 
put that in the form of a resolution I would 
second it with pleasure. 

Mr. Mumneap—I am not prepared to ° 
do anything like that, but I ask that the 
meeting appoint a Committee to meet in a 
private way, yet with some connection with 
this public ‘meeting, and that something 
be done before the next annual general 
meeting. Isimply want an expression of 
opinion. 

‘Mr. Krsoswm1—I have great pleasure 
in recording my own feelings wit regan 
to the matter brought forward by Mr. 
Muirhead as entirely favourably. 

Mr. Druwmoxp—I rise to a point of 
order. There is nothing before the mvet- 
ing. 

"Phe matter than dropped and 

The Cuarn@an said—I will now put the 
resolution. : 

‘The resolution was then put and carried 
by a large majority. 

Mr. G. J. Morrison said—I have now 
to propose the next resolution— 

Resolution VII.—That this Meeting au- 

thorizes the incoming Council to raise a sum 
not exceeding Tis. 30,000 (Taels Thirty Thou- 
and) to pay for the land adjoining the Racquet 
Court in the Nanking Road, recently purchased 
by the outgoing Council, in pursuance of the 
8th, Resolution passed af the general mesting 
of Ratepayers held on the 24th February, 1887, 
asa site for a Police Station in the place of 
the present Louza District Station, and for 
the erection thereon of suitable buildings, by 
the issue of Debentures redeemable in not less 
than five and not more than twenty years 
from the date of issue, and bearing interest at 
the rate of not over Six ‘'aels per centum per 
annum. 
‘This is practically to confirm « former reso- 
lution which was brought forward at the 
meeting last year and was d by the 
Ratepayers. But the Council did not think 
it necessary to make the expenditure during 
the year of the sum raised for the purpose, 
and they therefore ask this mecting to con 
firm the resolution this year. The only 
difference is that last year the rate of in« 
terest: on the loan was 7 per cent. We will 
ask you this year to authorise the raising 
of the loan ata rate of interest not excoed- 
ing 6 percent. In pursuance of the resolu- 
tion last year the land necessary for the 
new station has been purchased, and tho 
work of its erection will be proceeded with 
forthwith (Hear hear.) 

Mr. Jostru—I beg to second the resolu- 
tion. 

Carried nem. con, 

Mr. Woov—I have now to propose— 

Revolution IX.—That this Meeting, under 
Article IX of the Land Regulations of 1870, 
anthorizes the Council for the tine being to 
raise (if they should think it expedicnt so to 
do) a sun not exceeding ‘Tis. 45,000 (Taela 
Forty-five Thousand) by Debentures, redeem. 
able in not less than five and not more tun 
twenty years from date of issue, and bearing 
interest at the rate of not over Six Tuels per 
gentum per annum, for the purposed of augur: 
ing land for new ‘Roads, for the extension of 
existing ones, and for widening streets within 
or outside the Settlements, and for such ex- 
penditure as the Council for the time being 
may find expedient in connection with the 
Municipal or other Roads outside the Settle- 
ment. 

He said—The. resolution which I now 
propose arises out of negotiations, some 
‘of which extend back into 1886, and refer 
to extensions of existing Roads and to 
New Roads which are detailed on p.p. 
192/194 of the Report, and of which a plan 
has been open to your inspection since last 
October. With regard to this ze Tmay 
remark that the Roads coloured Blue repre- 
sent Roads of which the Council wish to_ 
place the lines on record, as their recom- 
mendations, against the time when they 
will be required through the extention of 
the Settlement in these directions, so that 
this Resolution has only to do with the 
Roads coloured Red. In carrying on our 
negotiations we have endeavoured to insist 
on the principle, originally laid down, that 
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land required for Roads should be sur- 
rendered free of cost ; in the earlier days of 
Shanghai, this rule may generally have been 
acted on, but, under existing circumstances, 
it may not be so easy to enforce it, nor in 
all cases would it be reasonable to attempt 
to do so, it therefore remains, in some 
cases, that. the price of surrender must be 
negotiated for, and there should then be 
taken into account the increase of value 
given to properties by the construction of 
these roads, and bearing this in mind we 
hope to obtain some modifications in the 
prices demanded for the land required for 
some of these roads. For the present we 
do not propose to do more than raise and 
brick thees Roads, leaving drainage, ete. 
until it is required. I have elsewhere 
pointed out that we may expect that the 
outlay now proposed may in course of time, 
be recovered from the income we shall 
derive from the exteusions of buildings 
and the geuerally increased value of the 
properties opened up, and I now pro- 
bed. to tefer in detail to the proposed 
Roads themselves, and they, for the sake 
of these explanations may be conveni- 
ently dealt with in four groups. The first 
sroup is on the West Side of the North 

onan Road, and includes the Roads 
lettered A.B. & C, A. is the Northward 
‘extension of the Shansi Road, from the new 
Bridge accross the Creek, for which pro- 
vision is made in the estimates, and we 
recommend that it should be proceeded 
with at once. B. an extension Westward 
of the Tiendong Road, would pass this 
Chinese Governmen’ property aud we de 
not, at the moment, include it in this 
reaGlution, as ie fate appears to have Deen 
sealed by the Taotai’s despatch of the 8th 
Nor., since which date there has heen no 
further information about it from him, the 
land meanwhile has been built on aud the 
houses become been occupied. C. isthe exten- 
sion Westward of the Nurth Soochow Road. 
‘This has formed the subject of some corres- 

mdence with the native anthorities, which 
1s not yet definitely closed but we desire to 
roceed with this Road, provided we can 
lo £0 without encroachitig on the Creek, 
more than in drawing a straight bund-line 
at about high water mark. The estimated 
cost of this group, excluding Road B. but 
including Bunding, and compensation to 
owners, is put down in our Schedule at Tis. 
11,400. Group Two comprises a number of 
Roads between the Chapoo and North 
Honan Roads which are numbered D. to J. 
Of these we recommend that J., the West- 
ward extension of the Woochang Road, 
should be proceeded with at once, and so 
should D. an extension Northward of the 
Kiangse Road, and E. a connecting Road 
between this and the North Szechuen: Road. 
F.a continuation Northward of the North 
Szechuen Road to meet to the Westward 
extension of Quinsan Road, are not of 
such intportance at present, and we propose 
to omit them from the present scheme, 
unless the owners will consent to a con: 
siderable modification of the yalue put 
on the land, The cost of this Group, 
less G. & F. is put at Tis. 7.100. 
The Roads in Group 3, are to the North of 
Hanbury Road and between the Wusung 
Road and the Hongkew Creek, and they 
are marked K.L. and M. onthe plan. ‘They 
are in rather an outlying district, but one 
in which some building is going on, and 
the land being offered to the Council free 
of cost, we desire to recommend accept- 
tance of the proposals. ‘The cost of this 
group is only T's. 2,000. Group4. These 
Roads are to the east of the Hongkew 
Creek and North of Seward Road, and are 
lettered N. and O. N. is the commence- 
ment of the continuation of the Hanbury | 
Road, which was recommended by the 
Council as far back as1872, at the sanie time 
as the Seward Road, which is now one of the , 
finest roads in the Settlements. To con- 
nect this extension with the Hanbury Road, 
we propose « Bridge across the Hongkew | 
Greek, the cost of which is included in this 

















estimate. The new road, will be carried 
a little distance beyond ‘the Road O. the 
continuation Northward of the Yuen Fon; 

Road. ‘The cost of this group is estimated 
to Tis. 11,900. ‘The last Road P. connect- 
ing the present termination of the Seward 
Road with Broadway, near Wayside, is 
estimated to cost so much more than ‘the 
Council consider its value to the public, 
that they do not propose to more any fur- 
ther, until the land for it can be obtained 
‘on niore moderate terms. ‘The cost of groups 
1 to dis therefore Tls. 33,400, which you will 
understand is our present estimate of the 
cost of land—at the valuations put on it, 
but subject to subsequent moditications— 
which is not surrendered free of cost, brick- 
ing raising, &c., but exclusive of draining, 
&., &e, Twish also to include in this resolu: 
tion the Sinza Road, itsstate havinglongbeen 
a standing cause of complaint. Appropria- 
tions for draining portions of it have already 
been included in our estimates, but for 
various reasons, nothing has ever been done 
beyond metalling it to an extent sufficient 
for the light foreign trafic which passes 














alongit. It is not used by the public nearly 
so much as the Cemetery Road, which we 
put ingood order, last year and itappearsthat 








ou one day selected by chance only a very 
few foreigners and carriages were counted as 
having crossed the Chefoo Road (Gasworks) 
bridge. Saturday afternoon only 16 for- 
eigners and on all yesterday in all 22 were 
counted along this road. We estimate that 
draining, curbing and making up this road 
from the Defence Creek to the Canton 
Cemetery, to which point it should be ex- 
tended if it is done at all, will cost about 
‘Tis. 5,000 to 6,000, As this road is outside 
the Settlement and through valuable 
property, whose value must necessarily be 
raised by any improvements of the road, 
we consider that the owners should contri- 
bute to the cost of the work, the Council 
engaging to keep it in good order and repair 
afterwards ; and while leaving the Couneil 
free to do the best they can in the matter, I 
should like it to be understood that itis on 
the condition that the owners bear part of 
the cost that thoy include this estimate in 
the present resolution. We therefore pro- 
Pose an expenditure of Tis. 33,400 for the 
new roads, and Tis. 5,000 for the Sinza 
Road, subject to modifieations and atrango- 
meuts with proprietors, such as I have indi- 
cated, and we put another Tls. 6,600 for any 
contingencies which way arise and for any 
other extentions which it may be desirable 
to make. The total amount is Tls. 45,000, 
and this will include the Tis. 10,000 usually 
applied for under special resolution, and ap- 
propriate to widening and extending roads, 
wut which was omitted from our estimates 
last year. It is perhaps doubtful if all this 
mioney will be required during the current 
year, but we desire to have the power to 
Taise it in case of need.—(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Yeex Dver—I beg to second the 
resolution. 

Mr. Drvmsoxp said—Mr. Chairman, it 
now becomes my duty to propose resolu- 
tion X on the lists printed. "The resolution 
isas follows— 

Resolution X.—That the Municipal Council 
be requested to obtain plans and estimates of 
the cost of building a Public Hall and neces- 
sary Offices on the site of the present Muni 
pal Offices ; also to prepare estimates of the 
probable annual revenue that might be de- 
Tived from the use of the building; also to 
exhibit in some public place the plans so 
obtained and to publish the said estimates of 
cost and of revenue as soon as convenient. 

In reference to this resolution, I may 
perhaps mention, in order to facilitate the 
discussion on the matter that in_bringi 
this subject before the meeting, I divid 
it into two resolutions, namely’ the one I 
have just read, and the next one, No. XI. 

Resolution XI.—That the Municipal Couneil 
be authorized to take the necessary steps for 
building a Public Hall and Offices, and to raise 
the necessary sum for this purpose by issuing 












































Debentures, interest at a rate not 
exceeding Eight per centum per annum. 
I did that for the of preventin; 
anyone who might Fe inclined to vote it 
favour of the one, from being compelled to 
vote for the proposal as a whole, I had 
also in view the testing of the public 
opinion in the intervening time, and the 
result of this testing—if I may so call 
it—is that I intend to withdraw Re- 
solution XI, and leave the question as 
set forth in the Resolution, which I have 
already read, And I may say in leading 
up to that, that through illness, Mr. Wet- 
more, who signed the notice as seconder, 
was unable to attend, but the Chairman of 
the Municipal Council has therefore kindl 
consented to second the resolutions. Wit 
reference to the general question of a Public 
Hall, I think it is unnecessary to make 
inany remarks, The desirability of having 
a Public Hall has been in the minds of 
{reel many people for a great many years, 
nut there has been either an unsuitability 
of site, want of time and energy,and the sub- 
ject was not brought forward in a practical 
re before. I think the necessityfor such a 
is now recognised in a greater degree 
than has ever, been the case before. 
we have now to consider are these three 
points. The first is with regard to the lowrate. 
at which we can now borrow the necessary 
money ; the second is that the site is most 
suitable ; and the third, the cost of the build- 
ing itself. There are two terse phrases often 
used in public life in Shanghai which I will 
apply to this work ; the first is, “Get on with 
it” and the other “Put it through.” With 
regard to thequestion of thesuitability of the 
time, and the most important question as 
tothe rte at which the money can be 
raised and the cost of the buildings, I may 
say that at the present moment, I thin! 
that the circumstances are more favourable 
on these points than they have ever been 
in the history of Shanghai. I have it on the 
authority of the Chairman of the Council that 
the money can be raised at 6 per cent., and 
I think this has never been the case before, 
and that is why I say it is © most suitable 
d if it can be raised at 6 or 7 per 
. then the present time is certainly un- 
usually favourable. If circumstances were 
to arise in the Settlement which tended to 
ike money advance to a higher rate of 
interest, I think it may be assumed that 
the cost of building would rise proportion- 
ately, which is a very important. thing 
to consider. I think the suitability is 
amply demonstrated with regard to these 
two important facts. Now, with regard 
to the question of site I think that but 
little need be said. The site is on the 
present Municipal offices, It is in the 
centre of the Settlement ; equidistant from 
the two main thoroughfares—the Bund and 
the Maloo—while the noise of both, an 
important consideration and which would 
be @ great drawback especially in the 
summer months, when all the doors and 
windows would’ have to be opened— 
would be avoided. The site is equi 
tant then from either of these centres 
of the Scttlemont, and therefore most 
convenient. Moreover, four roads here 
converge, and again it is also next to 
the Cathedral a point which has a great, 
advantage. The Municipal Offices will at 
novery distant period have to be rebuilt,and 
this will also include the rebuilding of the 
Police offices. If this is to be done, I think 
it would be better, if possible, that it should 
be done thoroughly once, and for all (Hear 
Hear). There is one point upon which I 
have not made any provision. with 
to the expense of obtaining plans. 
ButI think the resolution can very easily be 
altered to meet this, and if there is a 
difficulty on the point, I will leave it 
to the Chairman of the Council Ra alter it. 
tit not appear at tl nt 
moment to be necessary to do so. Phere 
is one point in connection with the 
site. Other sites have been mentioned, 
one of which is that known as Soyle's site, 
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and the other on the Bund ; but these are| Jetty, the necessary modification of the road j and men, to be divided pro rata accofding to 


I think you will agree with me, prohibitive 
an account of the question of expense. 
The cost of purchase of either of these 
would so enormously add to the cost of 
the Hall, as to make it absolutely pro- 
hibitive, and the present site being 
thet oh which the Monks offices 
stand is the property of the Ratepayers, 
and that being so would reduce the cost 
of the undertaking toa very great extent. 
‘The only other question is as to how far 
the Ratepayers are prepared to go on with 
the acquiring of a Public Hall. The pre- 
sent resolution merely requires the Council 
to obtain plans, and obtain an estimate of 
the cost and the probable revenue which 
would be derived from the Hall, and to 
place these before the public at the earliest 
moment and in the most convenient form 
(Hear, hear). Ithinknoonewill object toany 
of thesethingsbeingdone. It may take some 
months to do, and { think it very desirable 
that no time should be lost in getting suit- 
ble plans, and then afterwards that no time 
bo lost in carrying the thing, a stage 
further ; and not that the plans should 
put in pigeon-holes and that the dust of 
‘ages should cover them and the work get 
no further, I think it would be then 
Gesirable that a public meeting should be 
called, and the work advanced a stage at 
least. (Hear, hear.) ‘The work will include 
the rebuilding of the Police offices, and 
the Public offices and it is altogether 
a very large undertaking. But I think 
it could be so arranged that these k 
of buildings could be put up, in 
It might be provided for in 
blocks, and so the cost might be spread 
over several years, But I only mention 
this to show’ the Council that’ it is not 
necessary to enter into one contract for the 
whole work at the same time. With regard 
to the necessity for the Hall, I think the 
pulls mind is made up that such a Public 
fall ig necessary, aud therefore I bring 
forward this resolution to see if it is not 
desirable at the present moment to take 
steps towards the attainment of this object 
(Applause). 

Mr, Woop said—On two occasions the 
wish of the Landrenters to have suitable 
Municipal buildings has been given expres- 
sion to. The first time was at the Landrent- 
ers’ Meeting in May 1873, and the Council 
obtained plans for buildings which were 
not to cost more than Tis. 100,000. But, 
the present Municipal premises having been 

uired in 1874, nothing farther was done 
under this resolution. The next time was at 
the Landrenters’ Meeting in February 1884, 
when a similar resolution was introduced 





and carried, but as it was explained to be | F- 


only a formal resolution, the Council for 
that year treated it as such and allowed the 
matter to drop. We think it desirable that 
this question should again be taken in hand, 
and the only consideration we have to point 
out is, whether this is a very opportune 
moment for passing such a resolution, in 
the fuce-of the many sources of outlay’ we 
have to provide for just now. 

‘The Cuarrsax—I suppose Mr. Drum- 
mond, it is understood that if the present 
site is not sufficient for the new buildings, 
the Council will be authorized to purchase an 
additional piece of ground. At any rate, 
I take it, there is nothing in your resolution 
to prevent the Council extending their 
present extent of land. 

Mr. Drumwoxp—No; 90 far as T am 
awaro there is nothing in it which would 
prevent it. On the contrary, I would be 
inclined to eay to the Council to use such 
power as they possess and act upon it in the 
matter. 





‘Tho resolution was then put and carried 


hy a large majority, 
Ms. €: Tuonse I now beg to propose — 
Resolution XIL.—That permission be granted 
to the Committee of the ‘Sir Harry Parkes 
Memorial Fund” to erect the Statue, now 


ited in Et the roady 
ig omy the Bund to dhe Nanking Road 





Dein; ‘out, subject to the approval of 
the ‘Stunt ipal Seere 

I need hardly tell this meeting that 
we have had several meetings, at which 
it was shown to be the unanimous desire of 
the community to erect a memorial to our 
late friend, Sir Harry Parkes, one who has 
done so much for China in general, and for 
many other places besides. - It is therefure 
unnecessary tosayanything furtherthanthat 
when the statue does arrive from Europe it 
should have a site where it will be seen by 








all those who,come to Shanghai that anyone 
who does a good thing for Shanghai 
will not be for (Hear, hear. 
I may say that tho myself, woul 
prefer the Kiukiang site as bein 
the most desirable, the site proposed wil 
chaps, after all be the very best position, 


for people coming up the river can see it 
as they come in and ask “To whom is that 
statue erected ?” and people walking along 
the Bund can also see and admire it. (Ap- 





EB, Jensen Hoac—I beg to second 
the resolutic vhich Mr. Thorne has so 
well put that it is not neeessary to say any 
more about it. 

Mr. Woop—Without entering into a 
discussion on this resolution, —the statue not 
having yet arrived,—I venture to suggest 
that as'we have just passed a resolution 
about a Town Hall and Municipal Build- 
ings, which we may hope will be built 
before many years are past—a suitable place 
for this statue may be found somewhere in 
or about our future Town Hall (applause). 
And this may perhaps meet the views of 
the mover of this resolution. 

Mr. Taorxe—That is an offer that pro- 
bably some of those present at the meeting 
may have anticipated, and certainly if we 
get these Municipal buildings, which have 

en talked about, it will be a most desirable 
position for the statue which would adorn 
it, and therefore, I beg to withdraw 
my resolution in favour of Mr. Wood's 
suggestion. 

fr. Hoae also implied his assent to this 
course, and the resolution was formally 
withdrawn, and the next business pro- 
ceeded with. 

The Cuarnsay said—Gentlemen, you will 
see the list of Ratepayers willing to serve 
as Governors of the Shanghai General 
Hospital, and I will ask you to mark those 
whom you wish to vote for. 

‘Mr. Woon—You may leave the papers 
on your seats aud they will be collected 
afterwards. 

‘The result of the voting was that the 
following gentlemen were elected :—Messrs. 

. H. Bell, Dr. E. Henderson, Alex. 
McLeod, and R. E. Wainewrigh 
‘A vote of thauks was accorded by acclama- 
tion to the Chairman for presiding, and the 
meeting broke up about noon. 

















SHANGHAI TUG BOAT COMPANY. 
The second goncral meeting of the share- 
holders of the Shanghai Tag Boat Company, 
Limited, was hold on Tuesday at 4 o'clock 
Bam atthe office of the Agents, ‘Messrs 
Morris & Co. There were present 13 
shareholders representing $27 shiares, Mr, 
R, Francis, Chairman, 
‘The following resolutions were catried 


aly. 
Ist.—Proposed by Mr. R. Fuascts and 
seconded by Mr. J. Suakr— 


‘That the Report and Accounts be passed as 


2nd.—Pi by Mr. F. J. Mansuau 
suk wicmded by Met ©. Suiouene- 

‘That Messrs. R. Francis, W. H. Short and 
Jobn Sharp be elected Directors in accordance 
with the articles of association. 

Srd.—Proposed Mr. O. Mtppteron 
seconded by Mr. Oo buceiar 

‘That a vote of thanks be accorded to the 
ok staff and a Bonus of Tis. 1,000 be 
given to the Superintendents, Captains, Mates 


each one's pay. 

‘A vote of thanks to the Chairman, pro- 
posed by Mr. F. J. Mansnatt, closed the 
meeting. 


COMPAGNIE DU GAZ. 


The annual meeting of.the shareholders 
in the Compagnie du Gaz was held on 
Monday afternoon at the offices of Messrs. 
Schénhard & Co. There were present 
Messrs.R. Francis, Chairman, L. S. Little, R. 
de Malherbe, W. Saunders, ani J: Fournel, 
representing 908 votes. The Report and 
‘Accounts. were assed, and among tie 
other business, a dividend of 6% payable on 
1st March was declared. Dr. Little was re- 
elected a Director for three years, and 
Messrs. H. Vinay and G. Lajeat were also 
re-elected auditors for 1888. A vote of 
thanks to the chairman and  divectors 
brought the proceedings to a close, 








‘The Report of the Fretich Gas Company 
for 1887 1s » satisfactory one. The con- 
sumption was 211,456 cubic métres, 
202,838 cubic mtres in 1886; an 








he 
average cost of coal was only ‘Tis. 3.45 a 
ton, against Tis. 3.60 a ton in the previous 
year. On the other hand, the leakage 
amounted to 9} per cent., agai As 
per cent., in 186 ite tere tn 
leakage is attributed, toa great extent, to 
the Waterworks Company's pipes being 
Inid close to the gas pipes in several srvets 
‘The water pipes leak and cause the soil to 





subside ; and this is followed by breakages 
in the gas pipes. There was a sensible im- 
provement, however, towards the end of 


the year. The profits for the year wero 
Tis. 9,413.69, of which Tls. 2,647.02 is 
written off for depreciation. Of the re- 
mainder, one-eight, or Tis. 845.38, is 
carried to reserve, raising that fund to Tls. 
18,812.91; Tis. 2,760 has gone in the in- 
terim dividend of 54 per cent.; Tis. 3,000 
is required to pay the dividend of 6 Bt 








cent. now declared, and the balance, 
170.80, is carried forward. : 
Bilan de la Compagnie du Gaz de la Concession 
Frangaige au 31 Décembre 1887. 
Acrir. ‘Tadls, 
Usine soe 49,000.00 
Appareiis en Location— 























Suivant Inventaire & ce jour 
1), + 1,000.00 
+ 6,951.38 
jel en Réserve 

suivant Inventalre 4 ‘ce jour 

(No. 3), . 2,931.28 
Exploitation— 

Suivant Inventalre (No. 4) 249.60) 
Compte Immeubles 9,389.04 
Hongkong and Shan 

Corp = 8,161.56 
Table, eu. 71,088.74 
Passir, 
Tails. 
Capital. 50,000.00 
Profits et Pertes 4,016.67 
Fonds de Resérv 17,967.07 





Taéls, .. 


1,983.74 
Shanghal, le 27 Janvier 1888. 
Vu et Vérifié pour année 1887. 


= te) Verifcadewrs dalégues, 











Derait, pv Comers pes Prorrrs er Peres, 


Dela Compagnie de ta. Conceasion Francaise, 
du Jer Janvier au 31 Décembre 1887. 


Acnr. 

Bénéfice sur I'Exercice 1886 

‘Bénéfice sur’ Exploitation 15,928.24 
‘Appareils 


Taéls, 
6,696.03 


idem sur 
v1 316.22 


166.80 


434.93, 
18,848. 25 


Be 5H 
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Che 2-C. Healy and S. €. & C. Gasette. Man. 2, 1888... 

















Passtr. Tadls. Taéls. 
Fonds de Réserve 832.38 
Dividende sur T. 50,000 & 
Ald pour cent 5,750.00 
6,582.38 




















Frais généraux 404.11 
Plus—I ces ge 105.10 
7,509.21 
Deprivation sur FUsine 251 
an sur les Appareils 
Location 135.47 
Bénétice net 


‘compris - 
visoire 


766.67 
28 











Tai 


Sangha le 27 Janvier 188, 
‘Vu et Wertié pour Vannée 1887. 
a ues} Verifcateurs délegues. 
4 Ayente de ta Compaynie, 
Scuosnano & Co. 
Rendement de L'usine, 
du lev Janvier au 31 December 1387. 
Frais (iénérauix— 
Commissions des Agents ...1,546.84 
Appointements des Euro: 






















péens 2,190.73 
idem des Chinois 118.40 
Fraiy Medica '353.09 
Tmpits Municipwux 
nois... 54.63, 
Impressions et Annonces .. 90.41 
Achat de régistres, affran- 
Di chisemente, &e 95.44 
vers frais, réparations, 
&e., & ae . 914.57 
Vévificateurs et Administra: 
teurs 
Profit et Pertes— 
Rendement net pour Vexer- 
cive 1887 ie 





Tuéls, 





Exploitation— 
Vente de Giz & la Munici 
palité 18,427.62 
idem wnx Barticuliers... 6,146.40 
idein Coke et Goudron 2,093.77 











Entretien et Allumage ... 499.14 
22,160.93 

Dont i déduire : 

A I 4,646.77 








ck en maga: 
sin & ee jour ..... 






Gages des coo- 
Ties. 
Achat de Mu: 
terian...... 
Gaz anglais 
pour ga... 








Tustallation d’Appareils— 
Recu pour diverses Installations ... 
Appareils en Location— 
ers percus sur les dits 
Appareils d'Eclairage— 
énitice sur vente d'appareils . 
Tails... 
Shanghai, fe 27 Janvier 1888. 
‘Vu et Veritlé pour année 1887. 
A. Visay, 
G. Laseas, 
Les Agents de ta Compagnie. 
ScMoSHARD & Co. 

















} Verificateurs détéyues. 





THE HONGKONG FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE CO., LIMITED. 


‘The nineteenth annual general meeting 
ot the Hongkong Fire Insurance Com 
Limited, was held at the offices of the 
General’ Managers, Messrs. Jardine, Ma- 
theson & Co., on’ the 20th Feb. ‘There 
were present—Hon. J. Bell-Trving (Chair~ 
min), Hon, A. P. MacKwen, Hon. C. P. 
Chater, Messrs. F. T. P, Foster, J. 8. 
Moses (Consulting Committee), H. | J. 
Dalrymple, Ho Tung, Ng Lau Tong, P. 
Jordan, B. Byrandes, K. A. Chinoy, C. A. 
Ozorio, H. N. Mody, Douglas Jones, J. 


| your hands for some 


| you and that you will permit me, as usual, 
| to take them as read. Ihave but few re- 
j marks to make about the accounts. ‘The 


Bradfield, and W. A. Cruickshank (Secre- 
tary). 

‘The Cuamuan said—The report and 
accounts of the Company having been in 
8, have no doubt 
that they have been carefully perused by 


result of the working of 1886 has been the 
most satisfactory in the history of the Com- 
pany, and we are enabled to-day to 
recommend the distribution of a dividend 
larger than we have ever previously 
been in a position to pay, besides giving 
the usual bonus to contributing share- 
holders and making a beginning with the 
increase of our reserve fund, which it is 
now more than ever necessary’ to strength- 
en. The working account for 1887 is 
not, I regret to say, 8o favourable, as our 
losses during the year have been excep- 
tionally heavy. ides the payments, 
amounting to $80,431.94, shown in the 
statement, there are further claims, to the 
extent of about $38,000, now in course of 
adjustment. On the other hand, however, 
the shareholders will appreciate the fact 
that, notwithstanding the enormous re- 
ductions in rates, the premium income of 
the Company has suffered only to the ex 
tent of $15,299, or scarcely 5 per cent. I 
do not know that there is any other point 
requiring special comment, but if further 
information is desired, I shall be glad to 
afford it in answer to any questions that ; 
may be addressed to me. 

Mr. Doveras Joxes—I presume that 
next year when the profits are divided, it 
will be at the option of the meeting to 
decide whether they shall pass au amount 
to reserve fund ornot. Itis not absolutely 
compulsory, I suppose, 

The Cuainmax—No ; it is not absolutely 
compulsory. If there are ny other ques- 
tions to be asked, I propose that the report 
and accounts as printed and circulated be 
adopted and passed, 

Mr. Dovatas Joxes seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 




















On the motion of Mr. Datnyurte, 
seconded by Mr. Mopy, Messrs. Bottomley, 
MacEwen, and Chater were re-elected on 
the Consulting Comanttee, and the appoint 
ment of Messrs. F. T. P. Foster and J. §. 
‘Moses to the Committee was confinned. 

On the motion of Mr. Jorpas, seconded 
by Mr, Bykaaver, Messts. A. Veitch and 
G. S. Coxon were re-elected auditors. 

‘The Cuarrwax—The dividend warrants 
will be ready on the 27th instant. That, 
gentlemen, concludes the business of the 
meeting, and I have to thank you for your 
attendance. 

Mr. Dateywr1e—Gentlemen, before the 
meeting closes, I beg to propose a vote of 
thanks to the General Managers and the 
Consulting Committee for the very hand: 
some report they have presented to the 
shareholders.  Coosidering the heaty losses 
incurred during the past year and ‘the re- 
duction of rates, which of course has taken 
effect to a certain extent, T think it is a 
magnificent report, and I think the share- 
holders have reason to be grateful. 

Catried by acclamation. 

The Cuainwax—On behalf of my firm 
as General Managers and on behalf of the 
Consulting Committee I beg to thank you 
for the vote you have passed. It is very 
satiifactory to know the shareholders ap- 
preciate a good report when they get one. 
—Daily Press. 

















CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COM- 
ANY. 

The nineteeth ordinary meeting of the 

China Fire Insurance Company was held on 

the 2ist Feb. at the Office of the Company. 





Hon. P. Rytie presided and there were 
also present :—Mesers. H. Hoppius, H. L. 
Dalrymple, W. Hl. Forbes, L, Poesecker, 
St. C. Michaeclsen, B. Layton, directors, 
and Messrs. J. Arranger, A. E. Vaucher, G. 








M. Bain, Granville on A. F. Smith, H. 
Wicking, J. Bradfield, H. Crawford, C. A. 
Ozorio, and J. B. Coughtrie, Secretary. 

‘The Chairman said the report bad been 
before the meeting for some time and there 
was no necessity to read it, but he would 
like to make a few remarks on it. He 
thought they would admit that it was a 
fairly good report, especially considering 
the difiiculties which Insurance Offices here 
had now to struggle with. It was his opinion 
thatthe opposition would notlast, because he 
thought the rates which wore now accepted 
by the representatives of Home offices 
would prove to be not paying rates, and 
these offices would find out in time that 
they would have to revert to higher ones. 
‘The business of Fire Insurance in China 
was one that had to be closely studied by 
those on the spot. He did not think those 
comnected with London offices had got the 
interest in the matter to study the business 
as this office did. The risks, as he had 
said before, were very considerable here, 
especially in the present day. had had 
an unusual number of fires, but luckily as 
far as this office was concerned they had 
not been very serious, aud he had to ex- 
press the hope that the office of which they 
were shareholders and which they were 
closely allied with would continue to do a 
youd business. They would observe that 
the losses during 1887 were exceptionally 
heavy. In Hongkong alone there were 34 
fires during the year, which was a large in- 
crease from the average of previous years, 
and at other places the number of fi 
showed an increase. Since the accour 
were made up the Company had paid claims 
amounting to $38,000, including $10,000 
for the Foochow fire. ‘The amount taken 
for premia in 1887 showed # reduction of 
$14,409 compared with 1886, which was less 
than 6} per cent. The investments which 
the directors had stated in the accounts 
laid before the shareholders had been all 
tested and they were in the opinion of the 
Board all good. He could only hope that 
the pros: erity of the Company would con- 
tinue as it had done from the commence- 
ment. ‘Their suecess had gone on and they 
were now a fair way ahead. ‘The Company 
was a favourite one in the Colony and in 
the ports, inasmuch as it never showed any 
opposition to the claims that had anything 
like fairness on the face of them. “ They 
had always been ready to meet risks, and 
he thought their policy had been a proper 
one on that score. He now proposed that 
the report and accounts be adopted. 

Mr. Wicking seconded and the motion 
was passed unanimously, 

Mr, Arranger proposed that the election 
of Messrs. Forbes, Poesnecker, Michnel- 
sen and Layton to fill vacancies on the 
Board be contirmed. 

Mr. A. F. Smith seconded and the mo- 
tion was carried. 

Mr. J. H. Cox proposed the re-election 
of the retiring directors, Messrs. Hoppius 
and Dalrymple. 

Mr. Bradtield seconded and the motion 
was carried. 

‘Mr. Vaucher proposed the re-election of 
Messrs. Cox and Lyall as auditors. 

The Chairman seconded and the motion 
was carried. 

The Chairman then intimated that the 
dividend warrants would be ready on Satur- 
day, the Race holidays preventing them 
being issued sooner.—China Bfail, 


STRAITS FIRE INSURANCE COM- 
PANY, LIMITED. 


‘The Annual General Meeting of the Straits 
Fire Insurance Company was held in the 
Board Room, Singapore, on the 11th ult. 
‘Mr. T. Sohst (Chairman) presided. 

‘The Chairman said Gentlemen, when 
I met you here last about « year ago to 

the accounts of our first twelve months! 
working, I expressed a hope that the Direc 
tores would be able to yee before you & 
favourable account of the coming year, 
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‘That hope -has been fulfilled, for we have ; them 12 feet in the air, and a 
been successful both in developing the busi- | f 


ness of the Company and in not incurring 
any ‘heavy losses. That we are not able 
to show a greater 

to the war of rates which has been 
waged and which in many instances has 
led to the cutting down of rates to one- 
third or one-fourth of what they were 
before.’ Considering these difficulties the 
fact that we have in hand a sum of 
$79,432.52 may be considered fegreeny 4 
It is not thought advisable by your di- 
rectors to recommend the payment of more 
than 5 per cent. interim dividend as the 
result of the year’s profits. That absorbs 
$20,000 of the sum actually earned. We 
do not think it advisable to deal with the 
whole amount, as many of the insurances 
are still running, so that we shall have 
‘more to say about that at our next meeting. 
‘The $20,000 proposed to be devoted to the 
payment of dividend comes from interest 
on mortgages and insurances that have 
fallenin, We have then left a sum of $58,000 
‘to meet possible losses, which I sincer 
hope will not occur, and to forwa 
to that backbone of a company, the reserve 
fund. I beg to move the accounts be passed 
and the report edopted. 

Mr. W. B. Smith seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

‘The retiring Directors, Messrs. ‘Thomp- 
son and Wee Boon Teck, were re-elected, 
‘as also were the Auditors, Messrs, Lyall 
and Gentle. 

‘This concluded the business of the An- 
nual General Meeting and an Extraordinary 
General Meeting was then held, for the 
purpose of modifying and improving the 
Articles of Association, which make no 
provision that the gentlemen on the Board 
of Directors shall be shareholders. The 
Chairman said the alteration they had to 
suggest was as follows :— 

Phat the qualification of every Director 
shall be the holding in his own right of 
shares or “stocks of the Company of the 
nominal value of $2,500, and, notwith- 
standing anything in the Articles of Asso- 
ciation to the contrary, no Director of the 
Straits Insurance Company, Limited, shall 
be a Director of the Company unless he is 
‘80 qualified,” . 

Gentle proposéd that the above be 
incorporated in the Articles of Association 
of the Company. 

‘Mr. Smith asked what was meant by 
nominal value. 

‘The Chairman replied that the nominal 
value of the shares was $100, so that a 
director must hold 25 shares under the 
Proposed rule 

ir. Thompson seconded the proposed, 
which was carried unanimously. 

It was understood that a meeting for tho 
confirmation of the resolution would be 
held in about three weeks, but of that due 
notice would be given. 

On the motion of Mr. W. B. Smith, a 
cordial vote of thanks was pussed to the 
Directors and the Chairman.—China Mail. 

















Amusements. 


FOOT-PAPER CHASE. 

‘A very tidy run_was this, and like Joey 
B, twas “tough Ma’am tough” and de- 
vilish —not sly—but watery. 

Starting from the "Athietic ground the 
course trended to the Cemetery (absit 
omen—hounds climbed a mound there, not 
laid. its foundations)—and thence went 
straight for the thorn hedge creep, then 
straight to ‘“Scylla and Charybdis ;” here 
there was considerable grief; some fell in 
on the near side, on “tother.” 
However this did’ not daunt any, and 
pounding on they stormed a mighty 
grave, and then came to the tree jump. 
An awkward business was this, a climb 
for 10 or 16 feet. out on a branch of 
@ big tree stretching over a lagoon left 





profit is mainly due) a 





good 12 
rom the further bank, but °tis greatly 
to no peels only one here threw 
yy sponge—the} into space, 
hd landed“ promiscus.”" Thence slong 
the crest of a mighty grave and off to 
another (known to horsemen as “the big 
grave.”) Here were two fearsome jumps, 
Sver vasty deeps, but Mr. Callaway on 
horseback was at hand with life savit 
apparatus (fask ‘etc., all complete) and 
all went merrily. 

the 4 mile stone on the Bubbling Well 
Sicawei Road, and then homewards. Two 
ticklish bounds over broken bridges were 
safely negotiated, and other big jumps 
Dall dog Betishers, they got thsough and 
vul ritishers, rt an 
steamed full speed ahead.” But then camo 
a contretemps; a big and unjumpable 25 
foot creek has in 364 365 days (or 365 in 
366 for leap year) a little crossing (dear to 
the heart of the locator of the badger 
hunt) n little muddy pier leads out one 
side, and is confronted, within measurable 
distance, by a ditto : to-day, owing to an 
exceptionally high tide the house of piers 
was cubmergei, « good S inches. Pearse, 
then leading, rose to the occasion and got 
across, but the others ‘‘didn’t see it” 
either the submerged crossing, or the fun of 
‘an otherwise 25 foot jump, 60 they made a 
short cut. 

After this Pearse maintained his lead, 
and, amid great applause, came in a win? 
ner by 300 to 400 ‘The others, 
Eeewing they had not followed the le 
course, kept in a body, but had a smart 
run in, on the race course. R. Harris was 
second, H. Newton third, E. P, Wickham 
fourth, and W. G. Moore fifth. The tide 
was so high that many of the jumps were 
appalling. 












ARTILLERY, 8.V.C, 


The practice challenge cup was shot for 
on Saturday morning last, the weather being 
favourable. There were fourteen competi- 
tors, two uf whom retired before the con- 
clusion of the shooting. Gunner Rae won 
the cup for the first time with a total of 69 
points. Lieutenant Lamond was in charge 
of the range. The following are the scores 
of 34 and upwards :— 

20 sande 8 santa TH. 
AA5s 







Caner 
Gunter Waly 


THE HONGKONG RACES. 


Tum Day, 


Friday, 24th February, 1888. 





[By Tervoraru.] 
1.—Tue Broxens’ Ovr.—One mile. 
Mr. Sassoon's Orange Blossom 
2.—Tue Cuantexos Cur.—One mile-and- 
three-quarters. 
Mr. Sassoon’s Harbinger .. 1 
‘ux Lapies’ Purst.—Seven furlongs. 
Mr. Sassoon’s Quicksilter.. oak 
4.—Tue Navy Cur.—One mile. 
Mr. Sassoon’s Bullion 
5.—Tux Kzecuoxe Cv: 
Rock twice round and in. 
Mr. John Peel's Leap Year «11.04. 
6.—Tue Garrisox Cur.—From two mile- 
post once round and in, 

‘The Triad Society's Silken Mead 1 
7.—Tuz Consonation Sraxes.--Onceround. 
‘Mr. Burey’s Fun oe i 
8.—Tue Cuamriox Staxes.—One tuile- 

and-s-half. 
Mr. Joby Peel's Tioga. 1 


























en a run to near, 


9.—Tue. No Desreranpum Stakes, — 
Half-a-mile. 
‘Mr. R. Fraser-Smith’s Tosh 








Gorrespondence. 


THE P. & 0, MAIL SERVICE IN 
THE S. W. MONSOON. 

‘The following Correspondence and letter 
to the Post-Master General have been 
sent to us for publication :— 

Suaxcuar Gexenan Caamper 
oF Cosnrence, 
Shanghai, 23rd February, 1888, 

Sm,—Referring to your letter of Slet 
January last with regard to the measures 
to be adopted for obtaining an alteration 
in the dates of departure of the English 
| Mails during the South West Monsoon, 1 

now beg to hand you a letter te H. M. 
Post-Master General on the subject, which 
| has been signed by a large portion of tho 

Mercantile Community and others, at this 
port. In accordance with your kind offer 
shall be obliged if you will be good enough 
to forward it to your Directors, and ask 
them to present’ it to the Post-Master 
| General ou behalf of the Community, 

Lhave the honour to be, 





ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sd) E. H, Lavens, 
Chairman. 
H. H. Josken, Esq., 
| Agent, P. & O. Go., Shanghai, 


Shanghai, 24th Feb., 1888, 

Sm,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of yesterday's date handing 
me memorial to Her Majesty’s Postmaster 
General, signed by a large portion of the 
Mercantile Community and others at this 

port, reaeeting that the intended day of 
lespatch of the Company's homeward- 
bound mail packets, during the 8.W. mon- 
soon, may be changed frum Tuesday to the 
previous Saturday. 

T will as desired forward this memorial to 
iy Directors, by the outgoing mail, with a 
request that’ they will present it to tho 
Postmaster General and use their best 
endeavours to further the views of the Com 
munity as therein expressed. 

T have the honour to be, 


ir, 
Your obedient servant, 


H. H. Josern, 
Agents 
E. H. Lavens, Esq, 
Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber 
of Commors 





Shanghal, 23rd February, 1888, 

Sur,—In November 1878 the Rfereantite 
Community of this port addressed a Meio 
rial to the Right Honourable: Lord Joh 
Robert Manners, then H.M, Post-Master 





which would arise from some intended 
alterations in the day of departure of thie 
mails from Shanghai which would neces 
sitate Sunday work and his Lordship was 
good enough to authorise the changes Which 
were asked for. 

‘We the undersigned members of the same 
mereantile body now beg to draw your 
attention to some further changes in the 
Postal service from this port which are 
ikely, if carried out, to interfere with the 
regulasity of our communication with 


‘For years past it lus boon customary 
that the English and French mail steamers 
should leave at weekly intervals, and their 
departures were so arranged that Sundays 
would be days of rest, but it is understood 
that while, by the new regulations to come 
into force’ in May next, the French mail 
steamers will leavo thronghout the year on 
Saturday mornings early, the English mail 
is to leave on Saturday morning only during 
the N-E. monsoon, but during the'S,W, 
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General pointing out the inconvenienvs ” 





Che AC, Berald and. s. 











inonsoon comhaencing from “Ist May it will | ~~ “Clatide-Ar Rees. -—<7—---~ = inown,=T-find- that: it-is-not:believed: 
‘be dispatched on Tuesday morning. Caldbeck, MacGregor & Co. well-informed Frenchmen. If it ever had 
‘This will interfere much with the regu- R. E. Wainewright. any foundation in fact it was at any rate 
larity of the intervals as during that period ‘Hopkins, Dunn long before the discovery of the likeness 
the French mail will leave only four days Tene exe © Go: between Sanscrit and Greek and Latin and 
After the English and we shall then ‘have for Ret oa therefore before the birth of modern com- 
ten deys without a mail. Ls Lite parative philology. _ It is now as completely 
‘The monsoon allowance which is pre- Jas. A. Taylor. medieval as if it belonged to the age of the 
sumed to be the cause of these discrepan- Wilmer Harris. schoolmen and lay embedded in the dusty 
cies, though reasonable in bygone days Andrew Burman. tomes of Abelard and DunsScotus. ‘To say 
when we had smaller vessels with less E. Ruegg. as a reviewer of ‘ Evolution of the Chinese 
powerful engines to contend against the Jno. Sharp. ” in the Daily News of 13th Jan., 
elements, should now be a thing of the 0. Fock. does, that the leading scientific societies of 
st; and is apparently ignored by the Ino. A. Sullivan. Europe taboo the discussion of the origin 
‘reich Company who propose to dispatch Wheelock & Co, and growth of language is to say what 
their steamers on a fixed date throughout e Ede Waller. there is really no foundation for during am 
the year without’ reference to the season. Goo. Lae prt of the present century. Many well- 
The dispatch of the steamers on the Satur- BE View nown writers have written copiously on the 
day morning is also convenient, as it gives ‘Sam. J. Morris CE. Origin of Language during the nineteenth 


time for the inspection of tea and silk and 
shipment of cargo during the preceding 
days of the week which the selection of an 
earlier day such as Tuesday much interferes 
with. ‘The Sunday. intervening would 
necessitate the whole of the work being 
condensed into one day and practically 
necessitate Sunday work. 

We therefore take the liberty of begging 
that you will give the matter favourable 
consideration and that you may find it con- 
sistent with the larger interests to which 
we are aware that ours must give way to 
arrange that the English wail steamer may 
leave here at daylight on Saturday morning 
throughout the year in accordance with the 
departures of the French mail. 

We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your very obedient servants, 
Jartine, Matheson & Co. 
Butterfield & Swi 
aAdamsson, Bell & 
For the Comptoir d’Kacompte de Paris, 
E.G. Vouillemont, Manager. 
pep. Cumine & Co., 
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Alex. Ross, Secretary, 
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W. V. Sentance. 
G. Butler. 
G, W. Coutts. 
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Arthur E. Moule, 
Secretary, Church 
jonary Society Mid-China. 
Reuter's Telegram Co., Limited, 
Geo. R. Corner, Agent. 
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‘Chainnan, Shanghai General Chamber 
of Commerce. 
‘To the Right Honourable, 
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H.B.M.’s Post-Master General, 
St. Martin Le Grand, London. 


EVOLUTION OF THE CHINESE 
LANGUAGE. 
To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cuisa Datty News. 


‘Sir,—The statement that some time du- 
ring the last centurya literary society in Paris 











passed a law that no on the origin 
of human speech should be admitted for 
discussion at its meetings is probably apo- 


cryphal. Where the story originated is hot 





century. Among them are William von 
Humboldt, Steinthal, Grimm, Farrar, Max 
Miiller, and Noiré. The ninth lecture in 
Max Miiller's first course on the science of 
language is on this subject, and it is there 
stated that the Berlin Academy offered a 
wrize for the best essay on tho origin of 

nguage which was won by Herder, who 
maintained stenuously in his essay that 
words were formed from natural sounds. 
‘Thus facts are against the reviewer, and 
learned societies have encouraged research 
into the origin of language. 

‘The book which the reviewer complains of 
as consisting of « priori reasoning through- 
out its 95 pages is in fact entirely « posteriori 
in design and in execution, 4 priori 
reasoning infers effects from ‘causes. pre- 
viously known. This mode of writing I 
have avoided from preference and con- 
viction, Doing confident that the « poste- 
ri method is better. Throughout the 
book I have first given the modern facts 
and then stated ‘the conclusions that 
may be inferred from them, It might 
suit a beginner to reason « ni because 
it would be troublesome to him to collect 
facts, patiently weigh them, and give them 
their proper significance. Tt would not suit 
mie who have been for forty years filling 
many note books with facts respecting the 
dialects if all the provinces. book is 
built on these facts and whatever faults it 
has it is certainly not a priori in i 
reasoning. Perhaps the reviewer is himself 

ng « priori throughout his criticisn 

This is probable because he says my Chinese 
rammar is an attempt to press Chinese 
into the strait waistcoat of the Eton Latin 
Grammar. There is not the slightest ground, 
for this statement. This charge has never 
been made against Sir Thomas Wade's 
course ; yet in the section of that work 
which treats of the Parts of Speech he 
assigns to verbs quite as many words 
and tenses asIdo, In both books, Chinese 
in its freedom is given as it is spoken. 
In Sir Thomas Wade's system the idioms 
and grammatical forms are given with no 
attempt at arrangement, In iy grammar 
each finds its place, as far as fon The 
idea of a  strait-waistcout not suit 
either work, 

Let me make this matter quite plain 
in regard to the « posteriori mode of rea 
soning. To buy and sell are opposites. 
The Chinese use one word mai modified 
by tone to express both. In the most 
ancient literature separate words were 
used for buying and selling and theso be- 
‘came obsolete or nearly so in common 
speech. The chronological limits of these 
facts are learned by research. Thus we 
discover that the Chinese mind used its 
own creative force about two thousand 
‘years ago to distinguish the opposite senses, 
buy and sell, in a word mot, meanin; 
exchange of commodities. It dictingulahed 
them by tone. That is to say the mind 
used the yocal powers of the mouth to 
mark an intellectual distinction required 
by traders in the market place. Here is ait 
instance of the origin of speech in compara- 
tively modern tines The’ mind within 
and the hands without are in a state of 
activity. ‘The muscles of the throat aye set 
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working by the mind and: they produce 
the sound which investigation shews was 
adopted by the nation at a particular period 
‘The Chinese language evolved itself in this 
way within our cognisance in recent times. 
‘Then we go back from this strong and quite 
intelligible basis to the time before tones 
appeared. At that time the mind had no 
tones to use in distinguishing new words 
when wanted. But letters were at its dis- 
‘On every occasion when the com- 
mercial, mechanical and intellectual deve- 
lopment of the Chinese people needed anew 
sense to a word, they proceeded to make it 
by changing letters, as later they changed a 
tone, The nation never stopped in its histori- 
cal growth nor did its language ever stop 
changing. The Jews, another marvelously 
persistent nation, have lost their languages 
and spoken new ones in each country. The 
Chinese have held their place and retained 
their la ‘Here lies our opportunity 
for learning by noting the historical what the 
pre-historical was, ‘The letters we find by 
the atady of modern dialects come into use 
inacertain order. The letters f appears 
after p, and ch after t, Observation made 
on these modern changes gives us a clue to 
the order of change in the primitive period 
of the language. The order of change now 
is from the simple to the complex. So it 
must have been then: for the same forces 
were in action so far as they had then been 
developed. A very few letters would exist 
at first, and they would be all such as are 
visible’ at the lips, What was wanting 
in vocal variety would be made up by 
gesture. Gesture gradually gave way to 
words and was only abandoned when 
vowels, and consonants, were sufficient for 
the purpose of ready communication be- 
tween man and man. This whole theory 
rests on the careful weighing of modern 
facta patiently collected. ‘They lead to the 
irresistible conclusion that all words slowly 
arrived at their present shape and meanin, 
by a series of slight changes, the order an 
nature of which is pictured out to the in- 
juirer to a large extent in. the history of 
the dialects of the age in which we are now 
living. As the naturalist goes to field and 
mountain to collect his insects and birds, 
80 it is for us to collect from the living peo- 
plo the instances on which we can construct 
a safe theory of the origin of speech. We 
have nothing to do with « priori methods, 
They would prove useless lumber, 
reviewer would prefer a discussion 
of the relation between the Chinese and 
Aryan families of speech. Let him try. 
But that subject is perhaps not so reaiy 
our haud and easily grasped as this ono, 
because the dialects spoken through so 
many provinoes are adapted to give the 
most important aid by revealing to the 
investigator, in actually existing processes, 
of change the simple modes by, which the 
Tanguage first arose and gradually assumed 














its sEeesent type. 

fy book explains that pal the, word for 
a hundred is derived from pak. ‘a chief,” 
and that ta‘ien ‘a thousand” is so called 





Decause in a set of counters the thousandth 
‘would be conveniently marked as sien ‘the 
first,” tsin “advancing,” ts'ien “ before.” 
‘This is good assistance given to the learner. 
But my somenhat, short sighted reviewer 
scolds tfie Peking Oriental Society for en- 
couraging the introduction of light on the 
juvenile student's path, and would advise 
the atudy of the connection of Chinese with 
other Asiatic languages as more required at 
resent arid more worthy of a learned 
ety. Both objects may be secured, but 
the Chinese language of all things ought to 
‘be vigorously studied. According to the 
present system of teaching Chinese, pupils 
are never told that shisang ‘a pair,” tiang 
“two” and t‘ung ‘‘together” are 
word differentiated by letter change. If 
this mode of teaching were adopted many 
pupils would begin to feel a new interest 
in a dull subject, and under the stimulus 
thus afforded’ they would make quicker 
progress, Hence the work is a practical 











book for all engaged in teaching Chinese, 
and for those stuilents who have s taste for 


iod. | philology. 


J, Eoxms, 





A DISCLAIMER. 
To the Editor of the _ 
‘Nonra-Curva Henan. 

Sm,—I notieé from your issue of 8th 
December 1887, Page 611, that you had re- 
ceived information on Serpe authority 
d as mal r of 
the Bank, which was about to be started at 
Shanghai by a syndicate composed of the 
Deutsche Bank, Disconto Commandit Ge- 
sellschaft and Messrs. Wasschauer & Co. 

In rectification of this statement, permit 
me to say that so far from having received 
any such porposal, I am not even personally 
known to the firms named, and that it is 
not my intention ever to go out to Shanghai 
gain in any business capacity whaterer: 

‘Requesting the courtesy of your publish- 
ing this denial, 

I remain, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Moritz Kase. 
Frankfurt a, M., 18th Jan, 1888. 





THE HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
OFFERTORY. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cuma Dauy News. 
‘The Deanery, 
29th February, 1888. 

‘Siz,—The enclosed letter came by last 
mail, ‘and I should feel obliged by your 
kindly inserting it in your next issue, so 
that those who contributed to our Harvest 








Thanksgiving Offertory may know that 
their gifts were appreciated. 
Faithfully yours, 
H. C. Honors, 


Loniton, 65, Fenchurch St. 
19th 


, 1888, 
Daan Sim,—Your most welocthe letior 


with enclosure of Cheque for £42.7.4 amount 
of Offertory at Thankgiving Harvest Ser- 


vices at Shanghai Cathedral reached me 
safely, and on bebalf of my Committee 1 
beg to return you and the kind friends who 
contributed many thanks for this most 
acceptable, addition to our last year's Re- 
ceipta. I enclose areceipt. I am glad the 
Books have been of use and I shall be glad 
to forward more whenever needed. Canon 
Scarth has just been with me. He was 
greatly pleased and encouraged when he 
heard of your kindness, He will I dare say, 
write to you shortly. You will be glad to 
hear thaé the Mission is steadily extending 
ite work, We only regret that our funds do 
not allow us to do more, 
With all good wishes for the New Year. 
Tam, Dear Sir, 
‘Yours truly, 
W. Evan Fraxks, 

Rev. H, C. Hovoxs. 





THE YELLOW RIVER. 
To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cuma Dary News. 

Dear Sim,—After sending away my last 
letter on two special points relating to the 
Yellow River district, I continued reflecting 
on the subje and at last consult 
Richthofen’s letters which Thad not opened 
for some ‘The result has been s 
resolve to send another letter supplement- 
ing my former one. Verbum sapientibus 
satis est is all very well, but in these day 





one | of mental absorbtion by business and the 


pressure of official duties ‘‘a word to the 
wise is not always sufficient.” 

‘My. present object is to draw attention 
tothe geographical positi 
and the new course of the Yellow River ; 
and to point out the practicability of utilising 





this change of circumstances ina very 
important manner for the comfort snd 
wealth of the people, the promotion: of 
commerce, and the future requirements of 
the Empire, And this of course bears uj 


‘pon 
the question of repair of the old gap or the 
fixing and facilitating their ver in its pre- 
sent channel. For if the new course can 
be made to further the interests of the 
Empire in every respect, then it would be 
the very acme of folly to neglect this oppor- 
tunity and perpetuate a sore evil, “ China's 
he 


How then does the matter stand? Baron 
Richthofen, like all other travellers, was 
Pomertally, impressed with the contrast 

tween the riches and variety of the 
resources of North China, and the poverty 
and helplessness of the people—what is 
and what might be one of the finest parts of 
the globe suffering from utter stagnation 
and exposed to miseries such as famine and 
flood from which it could easily be de- 
livered, 

‘The Baron carefully considered this pro- 
blem and in various aspects, and speaking of 
“the means of improving ‘the condition of 
the Northern Provinces” says “These are 
all comprehended in one proposition—inu- 
provement of the means of intercommunica- 
tion.” Again he says, ‘In the central and 
Southern provinces great improvements are 
possible without such measures ; but in'the 

orth this is the cardinal point on which 
all others are dependent.” His great 
remedy was a railway reaching from 
Honan-foo or Tung-kwan to Shanghai or 
some place on the sea coast on the Kast, 
pointing out that by this means the whole 
of those rich agricultural and mineral 
regions would be immensely developed, 
and going so faras to affirm that “The 
superior quality of the wrought iron made 
in Shausi would render it possible to export 
certain descriptions to countries on the 
Pacific Coast.” He strengthens his argu- 
ment by further affirming that ‘It is very 
probable that the northern provinces, 
will eventually become the manufacturing 

ions in China,” 

In all these views he is absolutely cor- 
rect, A railway would indeed be the best 
means of opening up these rich regions ; 
but water communication is the next best, 
And now we have the Yellow River tappit 
these very places and connecting them all 
together. This certainly deserves the atten- 
tion of all merchants, and especially of the 
Government of China. 

‘Another aspect of ‘this question is still 
more important, ‘The Baron saw the mani- 
fest. geographical importance of this rogion 
of Honan in its relation to the North West. 
To quote his own words,— The great 
prospective importance however of the 
region under consideration is founded 
on its. geographical position, The 
of Honan-foo is the only future gate 
to the North-western provinces and cen- 
tral Asia from the East.” leo calls 
it “The Gate of Central Asia” and de- 
precates this being considered visionary, 
establishing this contention’ by showing 
that the configuration of the country ad- 
mits of no other—inountains on the north 
and mountains on the south show that 
“The physical features of easteru Chin 
allow only of this one and no other pas- 
sage," ‘‘ Attention therefore should be con- 
centrated on the Honan passage.” He is 
right in this respect as the writer can 
teatify ; and it is a fact of the very highest 
importance both as regards commerce and 
politics and strategy. 

But this change of the Yellow River 
leads directly to the mouth of this passage, 
and presents us with a waterway to and 
from it. 

But there is yet another physical fact 
whichadds immensely to thecommercialand 

ical value of this It is also 
the Gate or Mouth of nature's highway to 
Europe. A railroad through Burma, con- 
necting with the Indian lines, would no 
doubt be a grand achievement. But such 
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@ line will not be the future railway to 
Asia Minor, and Europe. As Richthofen 
also shows, and other travellers sup- 
port him, the true road, the shortest, and 
the moat remunerative, lies on the North 
of the Kwen-lun mountains, and also of the 
Himalayas, It passes on vid Si-ngan-foo 
and Lan-chow-foo to Hami, which is de- 
scribed as an oasis. There the road bifur- 
‘cates, one route leading to Yarkand, Kash- 
gar, thence to Persia, and Europe, and the 
other to Barkul, Kuldja, and Russia. 

Either line may be chosen and doubtless 
both will be utilised as an iron road in the 
future. Fear of Russian influence may 
delay this undertaking but it is ag sure to 
be accomplished as the sun to rise : for itis 
Nature's Highway—the road along which 
Pan Chi'ao led the Chinese troops to the 
Caspian Sea about A.D. 90: the route 
followed by medieval travellers, the path- 
way of ancient commerce ; and the road of 
Mareo Polo. 

Richthofen further shows that Providence 
has nut only indicated this route by the 
configuration of the country, but also has 
provided for its necessities. 

He shows there is not only a fertile soil 
‘and population, but also that ‘The coal 
formation extends, with few interruptions, 
from Eastern Shansi to Ili, through thirty 
degrees of longitude.” And he concludes 
by saying, ere is scarcely an instance on 
record where so many favourable and essen- 
tia! conditions co-operate to concentrate 
all future intercourse along so long a line 
y one single and definite channel.” 
Here then emerges the vast importance of 
the locality under consideration. Here- 
abouts must be built the Eastern terminus 
of any Central Asian railway, and of the 
future Asiatie-Kuropean railway, This is 
ho mere Quixotic anticipation. It may be 
a long tine, but is is sure to come, And 
clearly it behoves the Government of China 
to take this into consideration in deliberat- 
ing as to how to proceed with regard to the 
Yellow River, Water communication is 
twenty to forty times cheaper than land 
carriaye. 

Further, this district lies in the direct 
route from Peking to Canton, Highways 
already pass through it, It would appear 
therefore as if—in the district of which we 
aro speaking-—must also arise ultimately the 
commercial metropolis of China. Neither 
that nor the great railway terminus would 
ever be allowed by the Government to be on 
the Coast. They must be far removed from 
any exposed position, Commercial facilities 
have already made Cho Chis Kow the 
chief commercial emporium in Honan. Many 
Lines of natural advantages converge there. 
‘This change of the Yellow River was added 
to ther and will increase them. On the 
West of it, therefore, safe from the Yellow 
River, seems to be the spot to which all 
things point as perhaps the great future 
distributing centre of China. 

But 1 will not trespass any further, 1 
have fect faith in the wbility of the Chi- 
nese Government ; and -feel sure the able 
ofticiala at present in charge will, in the long 
run, fully vindicate the traditions of their 
country for administrative power. 


A. Wittiamsoy. 
Shanghai, Ist March, 1888, 











THE PA YI LANGUANGE. 
To the Ealitor of the 
Noxru-Cuiva Darty News. 

_ Dear Sin,—In your report of the meet- 
ing of the N.C.B. of the Royal Asiatic 
Society, I am’ declared to have said that 
the Pa’ Yi language spoken in Western 
Yunnan, resembles the Burmese language, 
which isa mistake. What I said was that 











the Pa Yi lan; written something 
like English, that is, in horizontal lines, 
and with an alphabet of nineteen letters, 


somewhat like the Siamese lan; >» the 
the text is different. ene ee 


Che H.-C, Bera and &. €. & €. Gazette, Man. 2 1988. 





“Please publish e 
next issue and thus oblige, 
‘Yours faithfully, 


Wx. Mesxy. 
22, Swatow Road, 
Ist March, 1888, 








Miscellaneous. 


ROUND ABOUT SHANGHAI 


OUR MISSIONARIES. 
The prejudice against Missionaries is 
really one of the most amusing things in 
China. 
“They all hang about Chefoo. "That is | 
the sort of place suits them. A nice com- | 








fortable house and nothing to do! Just 
about suit me too! T'd like to find a! 
merchant's clerk, who did as little as one | 





of these self-deroted men, who have given 
up everything,” is little speech I 
heard one man’ make to three others the 
other day, and apparently expressing the 


sentiments and experience of all.. Yet 
take Chefoo, the very place thus pointed 
out, and what do you find there? ‘There's 


not a Shanghai man, who knows him, who 
doesn’t say: “Oh! Dr. Nevius! Oh’! but 
he’s quite an exceptional man, He does 
more good than all the others put together, 





I believe. You don't fancy other Mi 
aries are like him?” Oh “Dr. William- 
son! Oh! but that's a man quite unlike 





the common,” or, as I heard the other day 
‘That's a man one really likes to hear 
talk about religion.” 

Tt is just the same, if you go up 
Hankow way, “Mr. Barber! Ah! fre he 
is a thorough gentleman! A University 
man! Seventeenth Wrangler, you know, 
and a splendid all round man, good at 
cricket and football aud everything.” “Mr. 
Hill! You won't meet another man like 
him in a hurry. Why he is a man of 
independent means; doesn't draw a penny 
from the mission. There is hardly a good 
cause all over the world that man does not 
give to. He is wearing himself out 
though,” or if the speaker be a little 
enthusiastic, they are enthusiastic some- 
times in the outports, “That man is a real 
apostle.” 

‘Then again, “You dont know who that 
man is.” Why he was the Champion 
Wrestler till he came out here on mission 
work, wore the Border belt fur two years, 
Some of the young bloods in Shanghai 
thought a missionary couldn't do much, and 
challenged him when he first came ‘out. 
Didn't he yz them though, and said 
“You see I am trying not to hurt you!” 
Why he could have broken every bone in 
their bodies, if he had let himself.” 

Or again, “Mr. John! How that man 
does real good. He has worked away for 


fears, An 
iis is real solid work.” 

‘Then again, Mr. Baller of Ngankin; he's 
only to be named for everyone, who knows 
him, to burst out into an eulogy. Mr. 
Studd’s cricket renown is too widely spread 
not to make him exceptional from the 
outset, but those who have come across 
him in China seem already to have found 
out other things yet more noteworthy 
about him. Thus the conversation goes 
on about pretty well every missionary, 
anyone knows anything about, and yet 
it winds up as it mn: “But the mis- 
sionaries generally are quite difforent— 
hang about—and make believe—and save 
money—and go home.” These typical 
missionaries none seems ever to have met, 
yet everyone, who has been to China, must 
agree one hears plenty about them. It 
begins on the voyage out, when you are 
told about the poor girls, the enthusiastic, 
misguided young girls ‘they lure out to 




















in your | them is 






every one must respect him. | Pose 





wretchedness, nobody knows where. “Clap 





them into Chinese dress the moment they 
arrive, and send them off up country, where 





a single European, 
allsorts if miserable conveyances, That's 
what they do. Why the poor girls don't 
know themselves where they are going to.” 
This is the oft tale, And it 
cortainly is highly probable, that newly 
arrived missionaries whethenmen or women 
cannot pronounce at first the name of the 
place, they are going to, nor even at first 
remember it. But there seemed some sound 
‘common sense in what an elder missionary 
said the other day : “Youth enables women 
to bear many hardships, under which they 
would break down ‘ia later life, An 
youthful enthusiasn carries many a young 


| Woman missionary over the first two years 


of Chinese life, where a woman of forty 
could not bear the charge of climate 
and food. Besides if, as is most likely, 
they eventually become the wives of mis- 
sionaries, there is far more reagmable hope 
of a happy married life, whgn the wife 
is already well accustomed to China and its 
waysbefore undertakingthe cares and duties 
of wife, than when she is brought out 
fresh from England, and hes to face all 
oon 


lowever, Shanghai so far keeps up its old 
character for gallantry, that it never has a 
word to say against the lady missionaries, 
unless sometimes in a grumbling tone: 
“Did you over soe s really pretty one!” 
But then everyone has. Captains speak 
somewhat sorrowfully of this, that, and the 
other, who came out with’ them, And 
oung men, who go to Church—young 
anghai does go to Church a little, it is 
the men past theix prime who only “have 
seats” —young Shanghai speaks senti- 
mentally of some fair apparition, who 
looked $0 lovely in loose fitting white and 
blue, and begins to question whether 
Chinese dress is not tho most becoming 
after all. Certainly fair hair looks all the 
fairer and softer above the lone fittiny 
clothes, more generally nssocinted with 
coarsest black. 

‘And all the while the missionaries come 
in increasing numbers. With each freshly 
arriving steamer the cry is atill they come, 
till China promises fai be the best 
spiritually seen after country outside Chris- 
tendom, And all the while ne missioner 
comies to the Europeans, whose spirituality 
seems to have withored for want of exercise, 
that they resent nothing more than the 
idea that they could want a missioner to 
minister to their spiritual necessities, or 
perchance have no spiritual wante. 

Yet no account of Shanghai would be 
other that most. incomplete, which did not 
treat of the missionaries. ‘They are a set 
apart, (well known to’ one another (un- 
known for the most part to other Europeans) 
full of information about the China towns 
and Chinese generally, and abounding in 
racy anecdotes. How’ much good they do, 
who can estimate? They are certainly 
very refreshing to met with, having a pur- 

in life, and reminding us as Faber 
says that: “There are souls in this world 
that have the gift of finding joy every- 
where. 



































CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS. 


—- 
SOCIAL SOLIDARITY. 

Of the solidarity of the Chinese pe" 
asa whole, we have spoken previously, we 
have now to consider a similar characteristic 
in the constituent parts of Chinese society, 
as related to one another. It is difficult for 
a Western accustomed to a state of society 
in which everything is, in a more or less 
fluid state, to conceive the conditions of 
Chinese society, where everything and 
every person is'in a fixed and generall 
tnalterable position. Tn a Westem land, 
although residents of the some village may 
be all acquainted with one another, their 
interest in each other's affairs is seldom 
Keen, except in the case of those who are 
by nature gossips, and who make it a busi- 
ness to and to disseminate small 
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items of news concerning their neighbours, 
there is no obstacle to an indefinite in- 
quisition into the affairs of our neighbour, 
we are so disposed. His house is open, 
and his yard exposed. But asa rule, most 
of us in Occidental countries have much 
more interesting themes of conversation 
than purely personal and local affairs. The 
daily newspaper brings the whole world to 
our breakfast table, and in the presence of 
the Irish land question, the impending war 
between Germany and France, the Turkish 
and the Egyptian questions, and a multitude 
of others, our neighbour's quarrel with his 
coachman, or the discharge of an angry 
cook, lose their relish as matters of thought 
and ‘discussion. In China all is quite 
different, every house is surrounded by a 
high wall, and has no windows to the 
street. The first impression is that ex- 
treme seclusion and privacy must be the 
rule. The Oriental idea seems to be to 
imitate the exclusive snail, and to retire 
within oneself, leaving the baffled world 
wondering in the street, as to what is going 
on behind the dead walls and barred doors. 
But a very short acquaintance with Chinese 
life suffices to show that walls have ears, 
and that what goes on within, is as well 
‘known, as if it were daily proclaimed from 
‘the housetops, In China a “‘ private house" 
is unknown, Anyone can go anywhere, 
and if there is the least provocation, he 
will do so. _In a dense population, a crowd 
is ensily collected anywhere, each one of 
that crowd is not simply curious, but he 
has belief that to know what is going on, 
is not simply a right, (of which no doubt 
ever entered the mind of any ono) but a 
stern duty, and a duty which he will fulfil. 
‘The incessant intrusion of the rabble not 
only, but of well dressed and perhaps 
scholarly Chineso, into a private house” 
into which a foreigner has entered, is 
looked upon as an inevitable incident. "No 
‘one thinks of objecting to it, any more 
than he would object to the entrance of the 
sunlight when the door has to be left open. 
And in Oriental countries the doors must 
not be closed, lest there be bad talk. 
“What is going on within that ho dare not 
admit his fellow-townsmen?” The Anglo- 
Saxon question to an intruder would be : 
“What business have you here?” The 
Oriental reply would be, “ What business 
have you to keep me out?” It is evident 
that the Anglo-Saxon, and the Chinese pro- 
ceed upon social theories which differ radi- 
cally. There are no newspapers in China. 
‘There are no objects of general and human 
interest to attract attention, except what is 
local and personal, and these are therefore 
the staple objects of thought and of con- 
versation. Every Chinese individual is a 
mere cog in a vast system of machinery. 
He has relatives beyond all count or re- 
membrance. His wife has as many more. 
His married children add to the ever 
widening circle. By the time he is sixt 








years of age, a man is related to hundreds | E: 


upon hundreds of individuals, each of 
10m is entirely conscious of the relation- 
ship, and does not (as is often, the case in 
Occidental lands) forget or ignore it. Not 
only do all this army of relatives feel them- 
selves entitled to know all the details of 
one’s affairs, but the relatives of the rela- 
tives—a swarm branching into infinity—will 
perhaps do the same. If the man is a 
magistrate, or is rich, they will certainly 
doit. One cannot make a business tri 
to sell water-melons, to buy mules, to col- 
ect a debt, of which everyone will not 
speedly know all that is to be known. 
thinese memories are treasure houses of 
grerything relative to eash, and to dates. 
How much land each man owns, when ac- 
quired, when pawned, and when redeemed, 
how much was expended at the faneral of 
his mother, and at the wedding of his son, 
how the daughter-in-law is liked at the 
village into which she has married, the 
amount of her dowery, what in’ was 
made with the firm that let the bridal 
chair, all these items and s thousand more, 








everybody knows, and never forgets. To 
know them’ is, we repeat, a social duty. 
If you are travelling, and your driver 
waters his animals, the chance pedestrian 
whom he never saw before, and whom he 
may never see again, halts to inquire where 
you are coming from, where bound, and 
how much is to be paid for the journey. 
A beggar, to whom you have given a couple 
of cash, ‘will be promptly interviewed to 
ascertain the extent of your contribution. 
Every brawl of every kind, sooner or later 
comes to the street, and the ins and ontsare 
‘The ‘peace-maker volunteers 
Decause he perfectly under- 
stands both sides of alleases, andisimpartial. 
‘Though two men at a fair may do their 
ing with their fingers concealed in 
their capacious sleeves, it will go hard if 
the neighbours, do not’ discover the terms 
at Inst. If this is the ease with private 
concerns, how much more with public 
aflairs. There are no secrets in China, 
Everybody crowds in everywhere—if not 
in sight, their ‘behind the arras.’ Every 
one who can get access to them reads 
every dispatch he can see. He reads 
“private” letters in the same way. “What!” 
one exclaims, ‘‘not let one see?” There 
must be treasons, stratagems and spoils, in 
anything which is not accessible to every- 
one. 
This state of things is not only almost 
incomprehensible to the foreigner, but 











‘often highly exasperating. It should re- 
mind him, however, to be always on h 
guard. 





We are surrounded by a silent 
of spectators, who often seem un- 
is of our existence. But they are 
only silent in our presence, they are not 
unconscious at all. Everything is noted, 
what one knows is son known universally. 
‘The wiso Chinese adage applies to us all: 
“TE you would not have it known that you 
do it, do not do it, 











THE WRECK OF THE “SWATOW. 

We have a few further particulars of 
tho loss of the Siator. ‘The vessel left 
Swatow shortly after 5 o'clock on the aftor- 
noon of the 23nd, and a little before 9 p.m. 
struck on Half Tide Reef, which is some 
mile and-a-half South East of Namoa, and 
twenty-seven miles from Swatow. At the 
time of the accident, the second mate, Mr. 
Freeman, was on the bridge. This ofticer 
was making his first voyage in the vessel 
having been transferred from the Ichang 
where he was third officer. Directly the 
vessel struck, she began to sink on an 
even keel, but she shortly afterwards heel- 
ed over to starboard and sank in a quarter 
ofan hour. Efforts were made to get the 
boats out, but before this could be effected, 
the Chinese crowded into them. The 
starboard life boat and starboard quarter 
boat were launched, as was also one on 
the hatchway, but it broke up. The Chief 

ingineer was seen getting one of the 
boats out, but he disappeared, and all 
we know at present is that his body was 
afterwards found, and that it was buried on 
Saturday last. As the vessel settled down 
in the water, the chief officer, the 2nd 
and 3rd engineers and some’ eighteen 
Chinese climbed the main rigging, but the 
second officer seems to have disappeared 
before this was done, The Captain and 
some of the mon got away in one of the 
boats and proceeded towards Namoa in 
search of assistance. ‘Those in the Sgging 
remained there all night up till 10 u’elock 
next morning when the Captain returned 
with assistance, but by this time, eight 
Chinese had fallen off and been drowned, 
and two others had died from exposure. 
‘The foremast broke away at about 4 o’clock 
on Thurday morning. Captain Warren, the 
master of the Stoatoto, took the survivors in 
a fishing junk and sent them on to Swatow, 
and then searched the islands for any other 
survivors. He had no success and pro- 
ceeded to Swatow, arriving there at the 
same time as the others. So far, nearly 








irty persons are missing. ‘The Han 
allel be the oune of the wreck on eday 
morning, but could see no signs of life, 
though there was a good deal of wreckage 
floating about. 

The Court of Enquiry into the ciroum- 
stances attending the loss of the vessel was 
held at Swatow on Saturday when the 
captain, chief officer, 2nd engineer and 
boatswain gave evidence. 


THE NEW GERMAN BANK. 
We have been favoured with the follow- 
ing extracts from a letter from Berlin on 
the new German bank : 
‘The members of the Syndicate are most 
werful, I do not know all of them, but 
‘éniglich Seehandlung, Deutsche Bank, 
Bieichrodér, Krupp, Stern, Warschauer, — 
these last two always run coupled—are 
among them, and there are others equally 
strong, At first there were two distinct 
groups with the same object, but by Govern- 
ment persuasion they have been merged 
into ove. The movement is furthered by 
the German Minister at Peking who has 
given encourngements of a specific nature, 
ofthe exact nature only the initiated know, 
T daresay the Chinese authorities have 
held out a certain readiness to favour Ger- 
man nationalsin Government contracts, and. 
to push German interests still more, Herr 
Von Brandt takes a German bank in China 
to be a necessity. The idea in starting the 
bank is not exactly to make money by 
banking, —though of course an eye is cast in 
that direction also—but the chief object is 
to get Government contracts either for the 
Dank or for their protegés, such as Krupp, ¢ 
to make money out of these contracts aed 
to offer together with their tenders tl 
money to carry out the contracts, for which 
advances, Government loans are to be float- 
ed in Europe. ? 
At first the bank was to be started with 
one million sterling capital it will hardly 
matter what amonnt they will start with 
since they have millions at their back. 
‘They want to have their capital in silver 
currency, this German law does not admit, 
hence theyare trying to get the law changed. 
At will take some time and I hardly fancy 
that a movement will be made for several 
months, ae 
‘The bank is to start in Shanghai and is 
to spread gradually to other places in the 
East as requirements may demand, 
‘The Utopian idea in Berlin is that China 
iil all at once open out to European civil- 
tion, Dreams of railways, of embank- 
ing the Yellow River, of au Imperial mint 
and such like gigantic works are indulged in. 


THE PROPOSED GENERAL 
MISSIONARY CONFERENCE. 

‘The Committee appointed to take pre- 
liminary stepsgave intheirreporton Monday 
night at the monthly meeting of the Shang- 
hai Missionary Association, ‘The Secretary 
said that he had now received letters from 
the most distant of the mission stations, 
and that there was little reason to think 
many more would come in, ‘The result 
shewed 123 in favour of a General Confer- 
ence; thirteen against it; and eight in- 
different, as pér annexed table. 

‘The ayes compriso various nationalities 
and missionaries of all. shades of opinion, 
‘The noes consist of five of the Church of 
England; two American . Baptists; two 
English ‘Presbyterians ; three American 
Presbyterians; and one Wesleyan. 

Those who may be classed as indifferent 
are two American Board; one Ameri- 
can Presbyterian (north); two Canadian 
Presbyterians: 1 Anierican Presbyterian 
(south); and one Inland Mission, In 
addition to several se] letters from 
members, the Canton local Conference has 
expressed its opinion collectively, and with 
one exception is unanimous in favour of 
a General Meeting. Soochow, Pan-chia- 
chwang, and T'sing-chow-foo ‘apparently 
are also unanimous in fayour, 
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No other place for the conference has 
heen suggested but Shanghai, except in 
ons letter in which Peking is named. Not 
& few are in favour of 1889, but the 
majority say 1890, ‘The matter now seemed 
ripe for action, and further steps lay 
with the Shanghai Missionary Assooiation, 
‘Tho Committee having thus. carried out 
the duty iny upon them laid their 
resignation on the table, 

‘After some discuasion the Rev. J, N, B. 
Sinith moved that the report be received 
and published, tlie Committee discharged, 
and further proceedings be deferred till tho 
next monthly meeting, which was agreed 
to nem con. 
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Shanghai, 29th February, 

ANALYSIS OF REPLIES, 
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Tientsin . 
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NOTES FROM NATIVE PAPERS. 
‘The Shanghai Magistrate’ has issued a 
proclamation at Sicawei warning the 
villagers against the practice of interfering 
with the telephone wires by throwing over 
them cords to which stones are attached. 

‘The ‘Tientsin Taotai has issued a pro- 
clamation calling the attention of the native 
merchants to the Brussels Exhibition which 
is to be opened in May next. The Taotai 
Wu, (Ng Choy) in charge of the Railway 
Company, has just lost oue of his parents, 
but, it is believed, will be exempted from 
the’ necessity of retiring into private life 
during the mourning period. 

‘The Chinese Governaient is now discuss- 
ing with the representatives at Peking the 
question of establishing Chinese Consulates 
in the South Seas wherever there are large 
Chinese communities. 

The Corean correspondent of the Shén 
Pao says that the Customs authorities are 
contemplating the taxation of private stores, 
eto., for the foreign official establishments, 
hitherto freed from Customs duties. There 
has been a serious highway robbery com- 
mitted upon a party of Japanese in the 
neighbourhood of the Han River between 
‘Chemulpo and Seoul. 

: An earthquake was felt in the district of 
Tlan, Forniosa, on the night of the 8th 
of bined The Hu Pao says that a 
foreigner there 

earthquakes in that island toa semi-extinct 
Ls : 














activity, 

The Shéw Pao says that the Corean 
Envoy Cho, appointed to Russia, ete., is 
stil in Hongkong, and that his Secretary 
‘of Legation, Li Yung-t'ai has just left vid 
N aguanki to join the staff with one or two 
elerks. ‘The Corean Envoy Min, tempo- 
rarily recalled from Japan, is prevented 
from returning to his po st by the absence 





has traced the frequent | 
no which occasionally relapses. into , 


of funds. The loan of $1,000,000 made to 
the King of Corea by Townsend & Co, for 
the purchase of two new small war-steamers, 
and in payment of the price due for the 
Kaang-shi and Ch‘ao-yang, was originally 
secured by the Customa revenue of the 
three Corean ports and by certain gold 
mines ; but these latter promise so well 
that the government proposes to work 
them on its own account with the help of 
machinery, 





Saw Beports. 


H.BM.’s POLICE COURT. 


é Shanghai, Ist March, 
Bofore Geo, Jasteso, Esq., Acting 
Assistant Julye, 

‘Tue New York Laxp Suarxs. 

J. W. Duxwax, master of the British 
ship Alexander Yeats, was summoned for 
shipping seven seamen in New York without 
having brought them before the British 
Consul, contrary to Section 160 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act. 

Mr. Gxo, Brows, Vice-Consul, who ap- 
peared to prosecute, said he instituted the 
prosecution before the men complained. 

‘The defendant in reply to his Worship 
admitted that he was acquainted with the 
provisions of the Act under which the pro- 
cocdings were instituted. 

Perer ADDISON (coloured) was sworn 
and said—I joined the ship at New York, 
and was pu on board by a man whom i 
did not know, * I had been sent by the 
Consul at Rio Janeiro to New York, and 
was dirocted to see the Consul there to send 
me to Southampton, The Consul gave me 
£2 and told me to come back the next day. 
But in New York I met a boarding-house 
taster in whose house [stopped one night, 
and he told me he would take me next day 
to the Consul. I gave him £1. He did 
not do this however but took me to the 
shipping master, Mr. Williams. I was then 
put on board. Idid not want to go, but 
he brought me on board, and told me he 
would come again, that’ it would be all 
| right, as I would’ have plenty of time to 

see the Consul during the day. He did 
not return, and I did not see the Consul, 
as the ship sailed the same day as I was put 
on board. 
| ‘The Captain, in reply to the Court, said 











though he was paid seaman's wages. 
His ‘Worst —He is down Be receiving 


Captain Doxaax—I 

| to himself, but to the 
New York. We do not 

| New York to the Consul, but to the 

| ping Master, as any of the other men wi 
tell you if you ask them. 

His Woxrsmp commented upon the in- 
justice of the system, by which a seaman 
stopping one night in a boarding-house, 
was made to pay 40 for it. 

‘The Carraty said that was not his busi- 
| ness, if the man was foul enough to allow 
| himself to be so taken in. 
| His Worsure—Did you know where this 
|vemel was coming to? 
| 


‘id that sum, not 
shipping Master in 





‘Witness—No, I was told by the man who 
ut me on board that we were going to 
iverpool. I did not know we were coming 
to China. 
James Hour sworn, deposed—I am an 
a on the dlerander Yeats, Twas shi 
yy the Shipping Master in New Yor! 
[ boarded with a man named Johnson, 





le 

| who asked mé if I would like to go to 
China in this ship, and I told him yes. He 
took me down to’ Mr. Williams, the Ship- 
ing Master's office, where I signed the 
articles and got an advance of $40 of which 
I got $5 for my share. I got some clothes 

| from Johnson. 

| Bis Worsarr—They were good enoug! 

| te give you $5 out of $40 or rather out of 


the witness was not a regular seaman al- |G. ¥ 


y the money in | M’ 
Ship- | 





$50. You are down as having got $50, 
‘were you satisfied with that? 

Witness—I had to be. It was all I could 
get, and had to take it. 

His Wonsum— How long had you Deen 
boarding with Johnson’ 

Witness said he lived in the house for a 
week at $5, and got some clothes which 
were worth $5, at least that was what he 
got for them again. He was not satisfied 
at having to pay $45 for them but could 
not help himself. ‘That is the rule in New 
York. ‘The ship sailed that day. He went 
on board ina boat, ‘The Captain was’ not 
present when witness signed the articles. 

Cross-examined by the defendant—I 
was shipped in the way usual in New York, 
‘Men have also been shipped in the same 
manner in England. 

Captain Duxaan said that it was usual 
to ship men in New York in that manner. 

His Worsu1r—It is the first time 1 have 
heard it is usual to break Acts of Parlia- 
ment. Why did you not take the men 
before the Gonsul 

.ptain Duxmax—I could tell you some- 
thing about the British Consul in New 
York if I liked, I had one Consul there 
turned out before, but do not wish to do 
the same thing agai 

His Worsut said he would have to hear 
the whole of the ease. 

Mr. Brows said he would like to have 
the men examined one after another, Some 
of them did not complain till this morning, 
‘They were not as satisfied as the last 
witness had said he was. 

Further hearing of the case was adjourned 
until to-morrow, the Captain promising to 
have the men again in attendance, 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
SHAXGHAT, Ist March, 1888, 


PIECE GOODS.—There is very little of interest to report this mail, business has been limited in exteut, and is likely to be u 
Teturn of the first steamers frorn the North. . These bave been delayed beyond the expeoted date owing to the severity 7" 
me 7 ivches thick at Taku, and it has been considered advisalle not to despatch them before the morning of 
jest, the 6th inat., when the trade will be re-opened by the departure of nine or ten of the fastest boata on the 
‘cargoes is ready in the steamer Companies’ Godowus, but nevertheless clearances have bee 

‘The news from Ti-ntein is not of a very decided character as yet, the warket is spoken of 
‘should be helped by the comparatively late opening, which wil give the. ovuntry merchants time 
to return the natives here aleo do not intend to rush too much forward at first. ‘The Hankow market doet 
not impro port, which havo been rather better lately, consist almost entirely of purchases made last year, 
‘and are not the result of fresh orders, that market, however, generally follows Tientain to a great extent, so we shall probably not seo 
any change for aw Newohwang advices continue favourable, and the dealers are laying in eupplies for the opeuiug of that port, 

which will be about the end of the current mouth, 















































ince last week, and it seems likely to go lower before the bottom 


ery firm market, especially for common 
7 1.374, Yellow Stag $1.44, Red Dragon 
(Bio) $1.55, Red Rhinocer . Dragon ¥1.70, and’ Blue Dragon 
and 5 Old Afen 1,80. A ply tied at auction where prio, il 

The usual auction offerings are all that ia reported—prices are a little irregular, Lut fairly steady; thi 







yy, on which Importers 










for there or . 
7-lbe. which have not been sold priv: 
9.12-1bs. to M-lhe.—Continne strong and in good request— Unicorn 9.12-Ibe, have bee 

5-Old Men 10-Ibe, at $2.18, Red Star 10-Ibs, at F230 aud 11-lbe, at $2.40. Tho p 
12-1bs,—The morket is steady, and business has been done on the basis of last week's quotati 

been placed at ¥2.47, and Beaver at $2.474/48. 

White Shirtings.—There is x good demand for all kinds, but the prices offered aro tov low to lead to business, the only transactions 
we hear of being, Three Crown at $2.00, and some fine quelity, under IVoman chop, at ¥2.45, As indicated by the auctious the market 
in very sti particularly for ordivary 64-reeds. 

T-Cloths.—7-lhr.—Are still in request, bat it is difficult to get any advance in prices. Sales of about 8,009 pieces are published, namely, 
Unicorn 7X and Blue Rhinoceros’ at $1.15, Silver Sycee at F1.16, Blue Horse sud Blue 3-Fish at #1,20, Ked Dragon at $1.23, and 
Red Picer ab $1.25. firm at auction, 

i privately, but publio sale rates are slightly higher, 

Drills.—Zuglisk.—The better qualities have recovered a little at auction, but the quantity offered was very small, Privately some 6,000 
pieces bave been placed at £2.64 for Beaver, F2.57h for Cock and Soldier, aud $2 33 for T i Loong Dragon. 

American.—The sale of Pepperell at $2.95 less 1 per cent, mentioned last week was confirmed, but no other transactions have 

taken place as far as we cau divcover. 


English —These do not appe much requost, A small lot under Blue Tiger chop ha 
Iara withheld, pricer, bi aro not ¥ 


Sheotings.—Znglich.—Some small sales have been m 
‘moment, 
‘American, —No sales reported yet, holders firm, 
Cotton Yarn.—Lnglish.—There is » good demand for 28/32s. at about £76.00, and the market is firm. 

Bombay. market is rather quieter though prices continue firm for 16s, and 20s. and in some cases » slight advance is noticeable 
in favourite spinnis in! jounting to 6$8 bales Lave been reported. 14+.—9 bales, Nari«t at £46. 168.—183 bales, Nariad 
'F51, Oriental Colaba ¥54}, Counaught $553, Alexundra F564 avd Framjee Petit F56Z. 20r.—499 bales, Lesa Khulifa ¥58, Gordon 
‘F60}, Albert aud Diun %00.80, Hmpress £61, James Greaves ¥614 and Connaught $614/61g. Aud 24e, 2 bales Alecandra $62}. 


Fancy Goods. The m ily keeps quiet, but clearances for ‘Tientsin have been good during the last day or two, Ouly amall 


her. The better qu 





Id again at $2.05, Blue Dragon aut 
how much change. 
A Soldier chop (Chung-wo) has 













































been trken at '¥1.924, and other 
isfactory, Business has not commenced yet in Amerioan 








at previous quotations, but the market is quiet and without much enquiry at the 































‘anies of Z'u7 ffected sud prices are weak. Velvets aro erquired for at low rates, Import 1 

me more 18in, Vel been sold at ¥0.10.7, for delivery for Newohwai jer? au 
continues g d xd, There is’ little enquiry for Dice Checks and Printed 
Twill, Cotton Halians aud Lastings are 





‘Woollens.—A further decliue bas to be recorded in the prices of Camlets at auction, to which tho business Las been confined this week— 
deliveries have been a little better for Hankow, but that market is very quiet ; we may see some improvement when i 
chops for that port are doing rather better than others. Long Ells ave steadier and advanced slightly at the aale thie morning, No 
private traueactiont reported. Spanish Stripes ar jionally lower again at auction, and ther to be no private demand 
except for the best, del of which keep up. Lastings are selling irregularly at the public sales, Lut at the close appear to be rathor 
firmer for the better qualities. Common are over done and continue to decline. Medium Clothe aud Italian Cloths realise very low 
prices at auction, and there does uot appear to be much demaud for Russian Cloth. 

























Motals and Miscellan: of Import business, a more 
wueral distribution, continued and increasing contideuce with a con it features of the market, 
dere from the interior aud coast ports are assuming increased importauer, both from the fact tuat they are more numerous 
‘and for largor quautitice, Dealers express satisfaction with the quantity of goods moving into cousumption, though they complain of 
the uarrow margin of profit on leading articles, 
yeculati referred to in my last circular has ture 

1d higher prices have heen eatablished 






















favour of holder 0 market lias developed 
round lots of L.B,, ve changed hands at '¥5.25, and the market 














loses fairly steady at that rate. March and April shi hhas beeu offered wi 
Pro Lion ii soppy, and owing to higher Qvean freights aud less room offering jow, importer held moro 
finaly, and in ove instance, I ear, obtained $23 for 60 tone, No: 3, Gattaberrie. an T20 for 100 tous, Kedoar to ar 
Nauinop Inox. 1as ruled quiet and steady, with the demand confiued to spot cargo, for which quotatious remain higit 
sak IRON. 





jout special feat stocks and engplies, which are email, are steadily held at quctstiow 
has continued light. 200 casks, No. 8/30, are reported sold at $3,974, 

11,202 iculs 884 Scrap ; piculs 872 Cart Tires, and about 2,000 

contracted for at about $1.54, c.f.i. for Telegraph Wi .24 for Wire Rope ; £1.27 

for Boiler Tubes and Plates have not transpired. Some 150 tons Telegraph Wit reported sold at $2.12}, 


Inox Wins h 















for Ship Plates —pric 
‘and 20 tons, ordi t $1,825. 

‘Trveiares aro offered ab '¥4.90 to 5. 

Srxxt.—Some 2,000 boxes, anchor chop, good assortment, are reported sold at 3.40. 

‘Spxzren.—Nothing doing. 

Corren axp.Yxu.ow Murat, Sugarursc remain quiet, and nothing new has developed. ‘The viows of buyers and sellers are, as yet, 
widely apart. 40 piculs old Y-M. ware sold at F125 A 

Nc SugaTaiva, Watre Mata axp Nicest are not moving very freely, prices are about the same, but rather in favour of buyeras 
‘Srearrs Tis has been dealt in to a small extent at £36 to ¥40. 
Marovns have moved freely ; sales reported are :—550 cases Phosphor at $13 to ¥13,25 ; 50 cases Safeties at ¥16; 150 cazea Viewua 


‘17.50. 
teady, and errivals ander coutract meet with a good demand. 

















‘Wixpow Grass rem 
_gNE@uss—Sales are reported ‘of 50 cases, No, 1/6, Gold Phenix, at ¥821 60 care Silver Phonix, at 75s and 4 caseu Darnera 
ab 105. 

Dyss ap Coouns.—There has again been 8 fairly active movement in this line, and the following sales are reported :—130 cases 
Emerald Green at $18.50, 60 cases Emerald Groen at ¥17.00, 40 cares Emerald Green, common quality, at £10.00, 50 cases Uliramarin, 
Common quality, at ¥4 80, 10 cases Ultramarin, at $7.50, 2,000 bottles, ea. 2 0z., Blue, Dragon Chop, at 0.21}, 1,800 tins, es. 8 
2,000 baleen oe: Kolar, Pagoda Chop, st "3005, 2,000 tay su" B oxy Mageata, Boye Obop, af BUA, 1000 soteh eee Boar 
f yea. 2 of, Kosine, Pagoda Chop, a , es, 8 oz, Magenta, Boys Chop, at bot 2 
Bearloh, Men Chop, at £0.08, 5,000 bottler, em: 2 on, Cryatal Greeo, Pheasant Chop, at 30.18, 4? ” ee 
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Bortons are without change. Some 60 cases, No, 0/4, are reported sold at 33. 
Towss 


anon rong. Sales on record are :—6,000 doz. 15x31, at 30 cands.; 2,000 doz. 15x28, at 25} cands, and, 
‘Wonnt TABLETS are firmer ; 200 cases have been sold at 80 to 824 cands, 
Kerosene Oil.—From sir. Ale: 


‘since my last 
to arrive, 





















spot as well a& 
‘they want ab 
vot 


isposi iy eely on th 
Dealers have, it appears, bon 

ns. nme 3,000 cases Devoe, damaged, were forced off at T1.474. 
ry at $1.52}, while Importers are holding out for quotatione. 


Opinm.—(Closivg quotation):—Malwa (ue) $406, (01d) F415 ; Patna (new) ¥357 ; Beuares (now) £352. 















EXPORTS. 


Silk.—From Mosare. Cromie & Burkill’ ciroular :—London telegrams quote Silk dull, Deliveries of Chivas from Ist to 27th February 
300 bales 
Raw Siu 





—Taol prices are without alteration, aud a fair business has continued this week. the sterling cost Leing favourably 
affected by the decline in Exchenj 
‘TrarLees.— bout 540 bales at 363} for Red Pagoda No, 2 aud at $3183 foe Gold Kilin, 
HAxccuows.—More doing, Purchases are about 100 Valea at quotations, 
‘Paysaams.—Settlements inclule 30 bales o! Kabings, 20 bales of Chincums and 50 bales of 9x 12 Moss, 
Yeutow Suxs.—About 100 picu's have been placed at F312} for Shantung Skeine, at $2624 for’ Mienchow and at F225 for 


Mooyang. 
‘Arrivals, as por Customs Returns, from the 23rd to 29th February are about 50 bales of White Silke and 150 pioula of Yellow Silke, 
‘Reg neets.. ittlements for to-morrow’s mail for the States ar out 250 bales, reducing stocks to 300 bales, Prices are unchanged. 
Wizp Sizs.—About 100 piculs have changed bande $1183 for fair quality, 
Wasre Sitxs.—Nothing doing. 
SuaNToXG PoNOKES.~Selen aro about 500 pieces at 2.80 for 23/24 o2. 
Purchase include: —Tsaruxes.~Red Pagoda LL at-¥365, K.F.S. Boa 
Ying” at #3374, Gold Kilin at $320. Hanocuow Teariee.—Li'y Flower 
Ping at $287). Taysaasts. Wb. Kah. Gold Lion I_at $3274, Gr 
Pheavant IIL at 2285, Chincums at $297). Yettow Stux.—Shantung Sk 1, Mienchow at $2621, Meeyang at $225, Tossant, 
—Raw fair at $115}. Re-nexcep Tsariee.—Beat Chop (nominal) at $445, Market I at $3525 IT at $3424, 


























fat Woman If at. 3623, Gold Stork st ‘£850, Bird “Chun- 
Lanchar” at $3174, ‘*Lannock” at £305, Ya-oon-lay’s 8.8, 
-M. at £300, 9/12 Moss, Green Stork I $305, Blue 


















1887-88. 1886-87. 1885-86. 1884-85, 1883-84 1882-83. 
Settiements for this mail +....... about 1,250 1,250 1,500 500 800 300 bales, 
” 47,500 50,000 49,250 51.500 46,300 44,000, 
Stovic ” 6,000 7,500 6,500 5.500 3,500 20,700 
‘Total Ai 58,500 57,500 55,750 57,000 49,800 64,700 








+ Exclusive of purchases for re-sale on thie market, 


"England. — *Bvance, te. ‘Total Burope. America, India & Byypt, Coast & Straits, Grand Total, 























Export White Silk . 3,779 28,251 32,030 3,048, 399 1,008 
iw Yellow y, "90 3,025 3115 3 2,282 220 

” ” . 1,433 2,287 3,720 15 4 266 
5,302 33,569 3,066 2,745, 1,494 

Against in 1886-87. 4,181 38,064 4,67: 1,003 959 
1» 1885.86. 8,374 29,625 6,283 2,355 1,180 








* Many shipments are now sent optional, Mars 
Also 2,914 piculs Old Silk Wadding to Loudon, 
ow Ihe ” to Continent, 


‘Toe.—Biack.—Tho markot has boon noarly at a standstill during the week, settlements only amounting to about 800 half-chests of common 
‘quality wt $10.6 a 10} per picul, shewing no change from previons rates. 
‘STock.—4,680 half-chests against 1,470 half-chests in 1896-1887, 
small business trausacted, cbietly in’ Low Common to Common Fychows at from $14] @ 16.10 per piou), 









as be 





showing 
‘The market for Pingaue 
picul on previous quotations. 
Srock.—6,G00 half-chests againat 5,256 balf-chests in 1886-1887. 


SUMMARY OF SETTLEMENTS SINCE LAST MAIL, 


200 half-cheats at $25) a... per pioul, 
508 » 230 


has been reopened, and the few purchases of fine tes reported, ehew an advance of fally balf-ateel pov 








Pingeuoy 









3 i610 3) 























1896-87. 
Black. Green. Total. Black. Green. Total, 
51,590,750 Ibe, 7,007,668 Ibs. 59,498,427 Ibs, 64,846,948 Ibs, 7,244,257 I 72,091,205 Ibs, 
Russia direct .....12,071,400 , 12,071,400 ,, 11,616,350 ,, sensi 11,616,350 ,, 
America . 4,309,312 5, 14,080,450 18,389,771 ;, 3,378,771 5, 15,496,630 5, 18,875,401, 
Preights.—From Messrs. Wheelock & Co.'s Report Our last report was istued on the 16th altimo, since then we have little of interest 
tornote. Wo hear of no settlements for the opening of the Northern ports from Nowchwang to Swatow, bat we expect rates will be 
from 28 to 30 Mex. cents per pical for the voyage. From Nagasaki to thie with coals rates are alightly improving. 
For London, vid usual ports of call and Suez Canal :—Tho rate for tea and goneral cargo per next P. & O. mail steamer Clyde is 
a es. Sarpedon will lea tant, her rato for tea and general cargo is 27s. 6d. per ton, 





al ports of call :—The Glen Line ss. Glenroy is shortly expected from Japan with part cargo 
jously quoted, viz: Tea and general cargo valued over £16 per tou f.0.b. 45s. per ton. General Cargo, from 
Zi2 to £16 per ton, f.0.b, 40s. per tov. General cargo under £19 per ton, f.0.b, 35+. per ton. ‘The e.e. Claymore will be the next boat. 
‘Vid Cape :—The American ship Eclipse is atill loading at 228. Gi. per ton. 7 

Departures for London vid Suez Canal :—Holt’s #.8. jez (via Hongkong) on the 19sh ultimo, aud s,s, Diomed (vid Foochow and 
Amoy) on the 29th ultimo. : 

tures for New York vid Suez Canal :—None. 

Quotations are :—Newchwang to Swatow, seasou closed. Chefoo to Swatow, .20 Mex. cents per picul, demand, Nagarakl to 

Shavghai, $1,30 per tou of Coal nett, for ateamers amall demand ; $1.25 ex ship, for sailing vessel, slight enquiry. 
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the fortnight have been :—Aliair, British barqa>, 400 tons register, hence to Tientain $2,600 in full, 15 lay. days 
thence from Newehwang to Ainoy, 25 Mex. ceute por picul, Suis, British baiqun, 364 tons rogiter, Fooctow to Tiehtein, 
in full, 16 lsy days, Hikkc, British brig, 306 tons register, Foochow to ‘Tientsiv, t 850 im full, 12 Iny di Mary Stewart, British 
Margy 404 toe ‘Ghetoo to Amoy, 204 Bex. cents per pioal, 22 ley days, - WWatergeus, Bel. steamer, 625 tous register, 

duitorzu to Shanghai $1.80 per ton Coal, net, despatch, Discogaged vessels iu port---None. 


Gent ‘Messrs, Wheelock & Co.'s Report sl Wasines that has boon moring ence our last ropa, 16ih altima, we have no 
II to record in prices. CaRDIsY leoted. [STHRACTTE :—There are no trana-ctions to report. 

ng warily for this gost. We hear of ne buniuce in fortiog cargo, although quotations 

fortuight age. Newcasrtg, N.S.W,—Nothing fresh to report. JaPax :—A large uative 
trade droge along in this coal with the usual importatious for the steamer Co.’s, &¢, in fulfilment of contracts, 








+44 




































Per ton. Per ton, 
Cards, ox ship s. 8.00 nominal. Japad, Takasima dust, ex godown. 235 nominal, 
American Authracite, to arrive, ex ahip.. ,, 11.00 enquiry. » | Mitké Lump, ex 3.75 
Sydney, Wollos shi » 7.25 nominal, a dust, ex nod 2.65 aalee, 
‘» steamer cargo ex godown... 5, 7.25» 3) Imabuko, ex 8 on 
Newcastle, N.S. W, ex ship oe ms oy Karate, ex ship best) 3.50 
Joyan, Tokasine Lamp, ex godows....., 450, Keolung, ex a 3.00 


(The above quotations are for cargoes, and do not represent rates for small lots ex godlown, which fluctuate with the supply and demand.) 


Activate during the fortnight bave been Mike large, 1,145 tone ; Tekasima Dust 1,607 tous ; Imabute, 1,080 tove; Mixed 
‘Iepan, 2,990 tons ; Karalz, 600 tons ; Yayeyama, 670 tone ; total, 8,092 tom 


Shares.—There bas boon a varied business dove in the past week, the Hougkong Bank having paid ite dividend of 30: at 4341. 
‘Saree have been doue at 149} ver evuts premiora, cum die, 143, 143) aud 140}, ox WF cash, and 155 for 3leé May. Iu In 
North Chinas have brought 3275, Yangtees 31 ing Fires $370, ‘chine Bie $78 and 7 cum dio., and Straita Fi 
of 5 per cent. Shanghai Docks have chauged £320; Suangl boats at £1574 aud Li 
$05 Piste vant shares xe 3255 Hall & Bite shares at 428 and Sheridan Muse nt F148, 


oly a limited business has transpired for the mail, Rates wore ateady until yesterday when advices of « decline in silver 
id ti ease of 6 Ince in she amouut to bo offered for vendor by the Tadian Gounoil next week, Caused a oorreepo weakness bt 
Bar silver is 432 to 11, Native interest is 2 candareens, equal to 2 per ceut. per anuuw, Council Drafts were allotted at 1/3 
aud transfers at 1/4]. ‘fie amount offered for tender next wook is 50 lakhs. 




























DaiLy Quorarions. 
(From Messrs. Morriss & Ferguason’s Weekly Circular.) 





On Loxpox. 










Fuanor, —_) Naw Yor. Inpra. 
~ x | Hoxo- | fapees.” 
Dooty, 4 m/s. | SOX? 1 T/Trane 

1 afore, 





‘V/Lrausters, | Bank 4 m/s, | Credite 4 m/s.{ Docty. 4 m’s. 




















Lowest, Highest,|Lowest, Highsat.|Gowest, Highest |Lowest, sem] Lowest, Highest, | Lowest, Highest 
| 
| 


















Saturday, 25th Fe 4.3 431) 4.39 0 4.39 44 .47/5.50 5. an 51) 94 4b 278 8045 
Monday, 42h 4.95) 43h 4.34 4.35 45 94h Py} 3045 
‘Tuesds 4.2, 4.25) 4.35 4.34 4.32 .45/5.48 ci asd Pa 304) 
4.2) 43 4.34 43) A3y 45/5.48 38 48) a 7 B04 
4250 48 434 4.3) 432 a4 47 5.45/5.48 9f MAF 28 3045, 
420 4.29) 4.39 4.39 4.35 43/5.46 5.44/5. at 9% 95 ear Bush, 
AUCTION SALES, 
Auvtions for the week have comprised the following Goods :— 2! 
Rertbewek, Prevost, SEE Forth wrk, Prev tine, SP, 
Gas Shirtings......36,167 pos, against ard pes, and a1 pes. | Velvots pos, and 300 pes: 
8,360, 1.710 vn 7,393, Velveteens o 4 now 
now ” 3300 «| Cotton Yarn bales ,, 
mow ” 190 nm | Camlets 2680 pos, 5, 





» 1730 on ow 
1 


‘Turkey Rede 280 





Shectings, Bogs 9 on 800 5, 5, 360 ,, | Last iy 





COTTON GOODs, 

At Kin-ming, 23t hiuetant— 

Gr is }.—8.4-Ibs.—5,670 pieces ; Green Lion $1.424/422, Blue Lion ¥1.473/48, Blue Seon Fst 524 
Red Bepolo SBIR Seer Lion BL85}. fed Bogle $1,589); Re ewe 41.90, nod ed tenting Horn eusnge Bion $1-62Y85, 

White Shirtings.—64-reed.—150 pieces Red Crocodile $1.573/58, 
‘T-Cloths.—7-lbs.—1,140 pieces ; Green Ram ¥1.03}/0°2, Sun F115}, and Blue Flying Dragon ‘$1,153. 
Sheetings.—Znglich, 14-Ibs.—310 pieces ; Blue Rom ¥2,274/27%, and Man, Horse and Bow $2.46}. 

At Pao-shun, same day~ 


Shirtings.—8.4-lhs.—5,742 pieces 5 Lion on Bale 1.63, Green Lion A. F161, Dewhurst Hogle, 1. 5 
‘1.734 he and ditto XXX. "170/104. ¥ aioe mis me Reale: AUT ae ES 
150 pieots Blue Horse A.A. $2,304/30). 
T2ber300 plese Sun %2-904/50%, and Bla Lovee B,B. $2,324. 
At B-wo, 29th inatant— 
—6-Ibs,—400 


Grey Shirtings. peices Red Peacock $0.934. 
4 Ibe. —2,400 Green Pe ce tiatg Blue Duck £1,514, Black Tea x . 69/694, 
cath sie 2 0 pen ren Fond i e/2, i. Caildy X.X. 41,52, Blue 2-Belt ¥1.69/693, Blue Tua 


|be,—1,000 pieces ; Blue tes Gai X.X. F1.97h, and Blue Tea Vaddy D,D,D, $212}. 
: sata Phirtinga.—64 reed. 250 pices Red Tea Cuddy T1563. 
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T-Cloths.—7-lbe.—1,050 pieces ; Red Tea Caddy ¥1.14, and Blue ditto X. ¥1.313. 
‘8-lbs.—300 pieces Red Tea Caddy $1,343. 


‘Tarkey Reds.—260 pieces, Mandarin, 3ibs, $1.18. 
At Fuen-fong, this forenoon— 


Grey Shirtings,—6-lbs.—1.725 pieces ; Lotus $0.92? Two Man ¥0.944/942, and Blue 3-Studente 
Tbe 3,180 pion F Bine Loyal Son 31.281, Bre Brin 21.29, Blue 4-Sieler T1204, and, Blue Tire Stadenta 1.38. 
8.4:Iha.—9,340 ‘Two Man ¥1.333/38}. House ¥1.424, Blue Logal Son $1474, Blue Britannia %1.49, Blue 4 Sister 
‘F151, Blue BSbadenta 3 153f, Ret Loyat Son Fi S04/982, Blue double Shietd ¥1.944]4h, "red dive 31. 584/582, Red Three Students £1.603, 
Five Brothers ¥1.614/02, aud Painted Students 31 614/018 

ibs. —8,030 pieces; Blse Loyal Son $1674, lve Britannia 1.793/733, Red Loyal Son ¥.88, Red Britannia F191, Ret 
‘Phrce Seudente F2 OO}0O, nad Hed Four Siter ¥2. 19/433. 

10.2! Iba, —1,150 pieces ; Painted Loyal Son 72172. and Gold Britannia $2 193. 

,006 pieces ; Painted Tree Students F222 
1Bbe. '—780 pieces ; Squirrel C. biania ‘Nine Lious ¥2,33/33}, and Soldier 2.98/38. 













White Shirtings.—61-reed, 3,650 pieces; Blue House bright ¥1.56}, and dull $1.54, Blue Double Lighthouse bright $1.59}, 
ond dull $1.579/36 ick and Gold 3 ‘shatonte $1 793/75 
1s 10 pieces ; White and Gold Three Students T1.994/2.00, Red Tuco Sister %2.003, Red Double Lighthouse bright 


1£2,013/02, dull $2.024/03, Red and Gold Star bright ¥2.14/193, dall ¥2.193/15, aud Green and Gold 3-Students (Iriahes) $2.5°3. 


‘"T-Cloths.—7.1hs.—1,740 pieces : Blue Loyal Son $1.04}, Blue Britannia ¥1.054/053, Blue 3-Students $1.09}, Blue Lion 1.154, 
Red double Shield ¥1.203, and Red 3-Students $1.37. 
S-lbs,—1,150 pieces ; Blue Lion $1.38, Dewhurst Eagle X.X, F149}, and Painted 3-Students ¥1.63/634. 


14-1bs.—270 lack Flag Chief ¥1.1 id Britannia $2.42} 
Dells ara ncce Hanna Dee 19/14. ye oe oe TEE: 


Teans,— English, 8-lbs.—640 pieces ; Peacock 1.20}, and Squirrel £1.78}, 
Sheetings.—Lnglish, 14-lbs. — 620 pieces ; Lion and Cloud $2.433/44}, and Old Mun Head ¥2,61/61}. 


















































































WOOLLENS. 

Auetions— Scarlet, | Dk. Bae, | Gentian. [Beer Fen, Ath.» White! Purple] Black. Baga] Mauve. | atti | Seat 

Lik aa | Tie, | Te | te. | Te, Te, | The, | te | Te, | Th 

eH-LER, h tl } | 

Lastiogs, (GH) vp | | q 7,96 é 

BaChovt ili 0.69 0.605, 

6 2 | 48 
Ne-xex, 27th a 

8, Swipe BLL pd assays on i 

Ke-cHoxs, 

Camtots, . 

Sal oa 150 
‘KiNaiNa, \ 

Comets, sagjioto| 973 sanist | 
2.3178 oat 8 sie i 
soges | 9.21 8.49/51 He 
7.34/35 | 7.65 7.59/58 

2 20 20 130 
ons 100 
9.09/08 
1253 me 
“100 100 
6.50/483) 
6 60 
0.43.8 
| 120 
8.53 721 
a 10. 60 
20 2» 
5. 
Salen 20 60 
ee 3 Star 6.25 
20 40 
‘sz 40 
“o 20 
ie aD os Bali Mea, 4.58 
30 30 
V.clotbe Ne fobs 
Sal i 6 
Sales, 6 

SpSteipes, RR'M1e| 0. 

Sales, pos. .. % 
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261 
Long Bil DE. agp 4.98 4.83 | 
a) : Sat 0.429 ; (0.41,i/0-41 oss . cad Nea a 
x| fs , . 
S Stipe pe | a8. 36 2 96 
» Horse Head. |. 
Tar-rooxe, 20th ult, 
Cate, BEB. Woman) 8.40/375 
56 Wom be ™ 
Lineg, xi oman) 
100 
ee idb Wa 
‘ 100 
i | 6 
; 90 
I 
60 
0.42 
4 co 
18 
48 
Sh. 
| 10.10/12 | 10.323/273| 10.674 
140 10 309 
10.15 | 10.474 10.75/87 
30 10 | 100 
» Nae ar Bav| 9.10/12 9.28/90 10.295 
Sales, pos. | 120 10 300 
Bled 3 Seis 
Long Ell Seen PA 
8 "3, . pe ?. 200 
Lanting, COR pips! 
300 
100 
180 
Srv-xes, Iet March, 
Camlats, Dove, p 9. 9.09 
Sal 60 tv no 
5.08 
efi Siar| case | 0886 odie} 1° 
Sp. S'pes, Gold Sta 2 | 0,88. : 
PB ales, poo. | 24 6 12” | 66 
METALS, Gvorations, || SUNDRIES. 
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Quioxsiurer—Am 


‘Tim Ptares—Parton 
Brown, Canton, Bei 
| Common. 
Swatow, Be 
Fi A 
Sokckong and siber brawis 
Fig Inox, Gartsherrie No. 1. 
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Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 20th February, 
1888, compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 42 to 47, both numbers inclusive. 





















































































Re-Fxrours AND THEIR DesrtNaTions, 
7 = 
Goons, ¢ -|.| z Fs 
i gig elileldla i 
Blael)a a a/2/])2/4 € 3/3 
2/2 3 g A = i 3 : 
Ee eee il: 
Grey Shirtings 3. 1,610, ... | 2,715 68,675) 18,740 5,450) .. 13,000) 
-TCloths, 32-in, 60, 650 4,765, 12,245) ‘260, 180) 2 
a 160 "650. cs 1,200 
‘410 400 34,317 1.950) 550 1,800, 
30 - | 825, 1,635) 855, 210) 
American... 2 1,050 "925| 150) 
hs Duta | ‘200, 620. 90) 
(Feel Fe 40) 
3,790 14,420) 180) 
100 = 308) 300) 
‘30 189401 150) 
“ 1o0| 50 
80, 9,215| “62s! 4400, 
| 460) 260, 
wl ds 160] 160 
300, 3,110, 4,750] 450! 
‘4 ‘210, 151 60, 
a | 20) ane 69) 
‘400, 5,597, “3s2] La 
- | 900, 400) 
228 60, 
3! 354] 
42 334) 
wet 98 
60, 1,697 be 
80, 1,580, 120 
¥ 350) 




































































/ am : rocks AT DAT 
| ‘Torat Liroats. orm 










dove | Bader |ariate roe | Berar | Aninta F 
i work, same term. Weer. 





1,311,100 
418,400 





m, 
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E fotuding English and Dutch 12-1h. 
© Exclusive of undeclared Import Cargoes per Ajoz, Glenfruin, Iraouaddy, Diomed, Glaucus, Ganges snd Claymore 
Amport Cargoes declared this week ; Anadyr, Palinurus, Clyde and Glenroy, additionals per Neckar, Telemon, Titan and Glencoe, 
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SHARES, 
SwaNawAt, 2nd Mareb, 1883, 
Valut of assets, Der) average dividends [Reture 
as See | “onic "Reman | 
BANK. 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation 32207, prem. | $22.48 7.29 percent.) 14857 prem, 
New Orieutal Bank Corporations £12: Bea 333 percent) 14642, prom, 
SHIPPING. 
Shangh joat Company, Limited. 9y 10.00 
Indo“ im Navigation Compeny, $2.95 | 6.82 4 
Shanghai, ng Company ‘$46.67 ~ | $800 nominal, 
China Shippera’ Mutual Stea 4.92% | 6.40 £10 
‘Taka Tug aud Lighter Company m15.00%- |. 969 | S160 
| | 
Shanghai Dock Company. #20 | 625 4» | sa20 
Pootung Dock Company F10 | 962 | los 
Shanghai Gas Company. 12% 6.00 4, 5200 
French Gas Company -.. ik, 7320 ‘5157 
INSURANCE (Afarine. ) 
Ching Traders? Insurance Com $4.83 TL ow $67 
North-Chiua Insurance Compa 21:90 95 5215 
Union Iuaurance Society of Ca $6.83 T8y $99 
xe i 2761 7.30 ‘F109 
$13.33 650 4, 
% 6.85 73 
Strats Tarurouve Compacy, Lite 2.27 83 a) 
INSURANCE (Five) | j Hl 
Hongkong Fire Insurence Company, Limited. 2” i 
Geuht Bh Tssarenoe Company Laie Pe ny 
Straits Fire Insurance Company, Limited 3t \ ” $20 
Singapore Iusurance Company, Limited $085 | ” $18. 
WHARFS, | | 
hai aud Hongkew Wharf Cxmpan 53.58 | B16 oy | Tio 
ny. $3 33 {| 14484, 33 
Pooting Wharl and Gado #8.17 } 743 3, To 
‘Hongkong & Kowloon W! pat ial 
P ining Company | $20 
Sherdan Miving Compeay” Fi45 
CARGO BOATS. 
Shanghsi Cargo Bost Compa $15.33 9.89 3155 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Compaiy, 1237 55 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Shanti ‘Waterworks’ Company, Limited ... 34% 257 4, | £97% 
Waterworks’ Company, New Shares 5% 357 gi 
Paral Sagar Cultivation Company, Limited m2 
Hall & Holtz Co-operative Company, Lis 28 
LOANS, | ) 
Shanghai Muuicipal Debenturos—Loan 1882 % | | $105 nom, 
1383 4% | | gos, 
iy, | 8105 
China Merohante’ Steam Navigati % 5: | £1054 
Chinese Imporis! Loan of 1 8% | 6 | $520 
” 8 6. | $545, 
” 8 | $505 nom, 
” 7% 6.06, | FS 








* Including premiums on risks current at date of last report, aud returns payable to contributors, 


J. P, BISSET & Co. 








COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


‘2np Marca, 1888. 


Bank Bills, demand, 4s. 34, Bavk Bill 











sight, 4», 3p. Firat-Olaas 
4a Si; 6 monthe ight, 
yht, 


= 


; te and Dogamentary Bille, 4 months’ sight wai 
0 York—Credita i w sight, 95. On Hongkong—Tolegraphic Transfers, 27; 
sight 28 On Bombay. pio Teanstore, Ha, 3044; Caleutte, Ke. 304). Bullion—Gold Ber, Peki 
111.20. Mexioun Dollara, 37260. Copper Cash, 1,400. Native Interest, mace 





















SHARKS. 
jkong & Shanghai Banking vton.—Toe Report and Accounts for the ball-yest to 31st December ast ware presented and 
aaaee necting ‘af alureholdere beld in Hongkong on the 25th alte, The vet profits Tor the half-year amount to $588,675.01, 
fo about 7.85 per ent. on the paid np capita, which exosed thoae of Ue previous hal-year by $17,998.69, A dividend of £1) pei 
as dclare, absorbing $576, Tons 





aro 
g's balance of $21,902.51 to be earred forward. | Toe Reserve Fund atende onchanged at 
900,000. fu paid on the 27th ulto. been in demand, and have changed hands at 149} to 150} pi 

prem, cum dive and Ta5i to 14g} ‘per ceut, prem. exdiv., cash, Hasiness ia reported at 157 per cent, preut. ex div., for delivery ou Stet Mey, 
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Shanghai Tug Boat Company, L:l.—Tho Virectors’ Report and Statement of Accounts of the Iste Tug Boat Association for 6 months 
to 90th September, and of the new Tag Boat Company, Ld., for 3 months to 3lat December last, wore presented and parsed at a meoting of 

eholders held on the 28th ulte, ‘The Working Accounts for the 9 months ahew a profit of $10,479.54, ‘Tho Profit and Loss acoount, 
‘ding $5,281.58 bronght forward, and $2,534 80 in aundry receipts, shews a credit balance of $2,493.96, after payment of $7,000.00 in 
dividends, £7,073,15 for Depreciation, 832,99 in cost of registration of the new Compauy with limited liability, and ¥8°5,82 in suudry amall 
payments, 

Shanghai Dock Co.—A sale haa been made at $320 oash, 

Compagnie du Gaz.—The Report »nd Accounts for 1887 were passed at » mecting of Shareholders held on the 27th ultimo, The profite 
wore $0418.69, from which ¥3,647.02 wore taken for Deprecistion, leaving a balance of $6,766.17 available for to 19) 
per cent,’on the paid up capital. Of this $845.84 were cartied to Rescrve, which now atands at F18,812.91 ; 5,750 aro pai lends 
4 J, per cout. to Shareholders; and 170.82 are ovrried forward, A dividend of 6, wan psd ou Gth July last, aud 6) was paid on the 

th: al imo, 


North China Insurance Co., La.—Shares have been aold, and are wante?, at $275, 

Yangtece Insurance Association, Ld.—Businees lias been done in this stock at $109. A fow shares are obtaiuable at that rate. 
Hongkong Five Insurance Co., Ld.—Shares have changed bands at $370 cum div. ‘They are offering at that rate, 

China Five Insurance Co., Li,—Business is reported at $75 to $79, Thi w for sale at the higher rate, 

Straits Fire Insurance Co., Lid.—A sale has been booked at $20 ex di 
Sheridan Mining Co.—Shares have changed hande, and are wanted at £145, 
Shanghai Cargo Boat Co, — Business has taken place at #1574 and $15: 
Co-operative Cargo Boat Co.—A number of shares were sold at 35. They are wi 
Hall & Holtz Co-Operative Co., Li.—Sbares have b oa placed at T23, 

Chinese Imperial Goverument Loaxs-—Bonils of the C issue were sold to-day at $545. 
































































































































































































\ Tosrrios ren Last Rurorr, | Last Duvipen, &e, | Cas Quoravions, 
SHARKS, No, | Value. . 
| Reverse, Date, | Yo Shure: Closing, 
& Shang! 60,000 | $135 ‘1 Dee. 87) sh 1464 % prem. 
ntal Bank Corp.y La 54,700 | £10 Bisar87] -*3% £n 
ripping. 
i Ting Monk 1,000 | 7100 131 Deo. 87 u2y x90 
6U,000 | £10 131 Dee, 86) +5 "$93 
150 | $1,000 31 Deo. 87) 7 $300 nominal, 
| 60,000 | "£20 31 Dee, 86) +6 4 4 June 87] £10 
2,500 | 100 Deo. 86} 6% [a2 July 87] F160 
Shavghai Dock Co, 440 | 3500 16,782.30)1 Deo, $7] ¥ 2% |14Jam. £8) 57320 
Footung Dock Co, ov | 2100 ) 489.26)s1 Deo. 87] % [id Jan. €8) 105 
X100 | 2100} — x57,000/  4543.74]s1 Deo. 86] + 6 % [13 Jan, 86} 7200 
A100 | 4100 | 778,812.91 170.0331 Deo.s7] 6% 28 Feb. 88) 167 
$83.33 : 80 Apl. 87) 20% | 5Sept. 67] $67 
£200 '433,968.71/30Juues7) 23.65 [26 ay. 87] $275, 
$260 $371,597.16|30JuneS7| +26 % | 3 Nov. 
£25 ¥159,858.26/31 Mar.87 *3y 23 Jaw 
st,ov0 | ¢zuu | $28,711.50] ‘eo beecso] = 9S [1 Oon 87 
surance Ollive ... 3250 | “$60 | g290;G00.00] $4 Sep. 87] 10% | 9dun. $8) $73 
nce Co. | 80,060 | $100 | $20 | $200,000.00) "z$1,572.L030 Juned7] #5 % [16 Jun, 85] $29 
Ina ance (8 i | 
Monghovg Fine $250 | $60} $1,031,486) ¢252.243.30/21 Deo. $7] + 69.60 % | 2Blar.88) #340 
h In, Co., | Sle0 ee 3650, 000] $144,003.90]! Hee, 87] t 30% | 3Mar.87| $79 
Insurance Co., Ld..| 20,000} $100} $20 {$59,432.52 31 Deo. 87 45% 11 Feb. 85] $20 
Singapore Insurance Co, 7) | s100) 20 $60,397.02'31 Dee. 86 41% | 5 Apl.87} $18 
Shanghal j 2,807 | 4100 | 2100 | 87,589.75) 71.27/31 Dee. 87 * 4%, [15 Feb, 68, 4149 
's Wha 
Wool 2100/ 150 | 700| s3.449.40] z¥ess.ai[a1 Out.67] #3) Z | 8 Deo. 67] 323 
Pootung Wi » Co,.| 2,300; $100} $100} —¥12,000) $2,291.65'41 Dee. 87) "5% | 9Feb, 88 THO 
Hongkong and Kowlcon What | 
sud Godomu Co., Limited... 17,00 $100] $100 — First year. | iat 
ining. | | 
Perak Tin Bining& Suiel 5,000/ §50| $60 ':328,504.34'91 Deo. 87 None. $20 
Sheridan Mining 2,800 | 2100 | 3100 ‘¥9,868.96'31 Deo, £6 1% | 10Feb, 88) 145 
Cargo Boats, 
igo Bont Co. 1,000 | $200; 5200 | 10,300.65, 534.30'31 Deo. 87] + 5% | OFeb. g8) 5155 
ative Cargo Boat C 1,000 | 4100) $100 $979.97 31 Dec.87) + 3% | 2 Feb. 88, ¥35 
Miacellaneune. H i 
Shanghai Waterworks Co., 1a..| 6,000 | £20 | £20! £5,000.00, £1,765,10.9)31 Dec. 86] + 5 % | 21 Apl.87] £273 
Shanghai Waterworks Co., La. H 
3,200} £20| £10: 5% [2M Apl.s7, £14 
Persk Sugar Culti 1.) 5,000 $50 ‘¥50 5 41) Non ‘$12 
Hall & Holtz Co-op'tive Co, La! 6,000 3501) 350. ‘F2,460.31'2 ‘T24 | 2 May 87] 123 
LOANS. Amount of Loan, Outstanding, [Nominal Value.| Katecf™ | when Payable, | Closi 
Shanghai Bin, Debentures—Ieone 1882|  F 60,000.00 —¥ 60,000.00] ¥ 100 i% Dec, & June, | F105 nom, 
Do. iss3| 45,000.00 —¥ 45,000.00] 100 7% Do, | F105 
Di 1885} 30,000.(0, —¥ 30,000.00] ¥ 100 7 Do. | #105 5, 
SN, Co, Delentures | £ "300,000! £-" 972,000] £ 100 7 Quarterly £1054 
Chinese Imp. Gor .. all. $ 500 8% 30th June, $520 
De, An. = 500 8% 15th Oct. $545 
De. $464,700.14] § 500 | 8% | January. $505 nom. 
Do. 5799,450,00 1 250 7% Bar. & Sept. | F275 








* For half-year. |i For quarter year, + For year. = A deficit, § Reserve for equalization of dividends, (a) At credit of underwriting account, 





J. P. BISSET & Oo, 
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